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Copybooks and the Palmer method, handwriting analysis and autograph
collecting - these words conjure up alost world, in which people looked to
handwriting as both alesson in conformity and atalisman of individuality. In this
engaging history, ranging from colonial times to the present, Tamara Plakins
Thornton explores the shifting functions and meanings of handwriting in
America.
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Copybooks and the Palmer method, handwriting analysis and autograph collecting - these words conjure up a
lost world, in which people looked to handwriting as both alesson in conformity and a talisman of
individuality. In this engaging history, ranging from colonial times to the present, Tamara Plakins Thornton
explores the shifting functions and meanings of handwriting in America.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

It's so common to think of individual handwriting as distinctive that it's a surprise to learn that the notion of
unigue handwriting was unthinkable in America’s colonial past. People learned a particular script, such as
Court Hand or Round Hand, that reflected their gender, occupation, and statusin life. A history of
handwriting might seem like an obscure, academic subject, but this entertaining book smashes that
assumption. Reading the story of how handwriting developed in the United States and its importancein
society, may make you think twice about your penmanship the next time you pick up a pen.

From Publishers Weekly

This elegant study again proves that, in the right hands, a narrow topic is an excellent window into broad
issues of socia structure, education and popular culture. Historian Thornton (Cultivating Gentlemen) not
only packs plenty of Americanainto her history of handwriting but also relates trends in this country to
European developments. In pre-revolutionary America, writing was an important skill for the elite: learned
people knew five to eight handwriting styles, and hand-copied publications allowed antigovernment
materials and pornography to escape censorship. The Victorian era saw penmanship classes conducted like
military drills, the cult of autograph collecting and the rise of writing skills among women (“fair
Scribblerinas," said one male scoffer). Idiosyncrasies in handwriting came to be seen not as deplorable but as
amark of individual uniqueness; people hired experts to analyze the handwriting of prospective employees,
business partners and spouses; and a contest for the handwriting revealing the "most interesting personality"
drew 300,000 entries. Crossing into the 20th century, we see the struggle of graphology to attain scientific
respectability, the rise and fall of the Palmer instructional method and the recent revival of caligraphy as an
art form. Thornton's high-quality scholarship will satisfy exacting academic audiences, and her graceful
prose will charm and entertain the general reader. Illustrations.

Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

In this scholarly study, Thornton (Cultivating Gentlemen, Yale Univ., 1989) offers an engaging report on
script from the 18th century to the present. Our "increasing reliance on the telephone, typewriter dictating
machines and electronic brains," commented the Saturday Evening Post in 1955, "would seem to be making
handwriting as obsolete as smoke signals." Thornton traces the emergence of script as a medium intimately
associated with the writer and the evolution of penmanship over time. Opposing the ubiquitous stream of
print, penmanship pedagogs face down the machine by advocating handwriting as a cultural treasure as
represented by the English and Crafts movement's dedication to preserving the art and craft of the medieval
scribe. Thornton explores handwriting skills and the calligraphy revivals of penmanship. Amply illustrated,
her work will introduce the student/scholar to the art and mystery of graphology and the cultural character of
the past.

Richard K. Burns, MSLS, Hatboro, Pa.

Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Raymond Bailey:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question due to the
fact just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book isfamiliar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Handwriting in America: A Cultural
History to read.

Steven Parrish:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
thiskind of aren't like that. This Handwriting in America: A Cultural History book is readable simply by you
who hate those straight word style. Y ou will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of
Handwriting in America: A Cultural History content conveys the thought easily to understand by alot of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different asit. So, do you
neverthel ess thinking Handwriting in America: A Cultural History is not loveable to be your top collection
reading book?

Maria Huffman:

The experience that you get from Handwriting in America: A Cultural History may be the more deep you
excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to recognise but Handwriting in America: A Cultural History giving you joy
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who
read it because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We advise you for having this particular Handwriting in America: A Cultural History instantly.

Jon Pittenger:

Reading a book can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you alot of
new information. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of several waysto
share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Handwriting in America: A Cultural History, you may tells your family, friends and also soon about yours e-
book. Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.
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