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Forty years ago, Buzz Aldrin became the second human, minutes after Neil
Armstrong, to set foot on a celestial body other than the Earth. The event remains
one of mankind’s greatest achievements and was witnessed by the largest
worldwide television audience in history. In the years since, millions more have
had their Earth-centric perspective unalterably changed by the iconic photograph
of Aldrin standing on the surface of the moon, the blackness of space behind him
and hisfellow explorer and the Eagle reflected in his visor. Describing the alien
world he was walking upon, he uttered the words " magnificent desolation.” And
asthe astronauts later sat in the Eagle, waiting to begin their journey back home,
knowing that they were doomed unless every system and part on board worked
flawlesdly, it was Aldrin who responded to Mission Control’ s clearance to take
off with the quip, “Roger. Understand. We're number one on the runway.”

Theflight of Apollo 11 made Aldrin one of the most famous persons on our
planet, yet few people know the rest of this true American hero’s story. In
Magnificent Desolation, Aldrin not only gives us a harrowing first-person
account of the lunar landing that came within seconds of failure and the ultimate
insider’ s view of life as one of the superstars of America' s space program, he
also opens up with remarkable candor about his more personal trials-and
eventual triumphs-back on Earth. From the glory of being part of the mission
that fulfilled President Kennedy’ s challenge to reach the moon before the decade
was out, Aldrin returned home to an Air Force career stripped of purpose or
direction, other than as a public relations tool that NASA put to relentlessusein a
seemingly nonstop world tour. The twin demons of depression and alcoholism
emerged—the first of which Aldrin confronted early and publicly, and the second
of which he met with denia until it nearly killed him. He burned through two
marriages, his Air Force career came to an inglorious end, and he found himself
selling carsfor aliving when he wasn't drunkenly wrecking them. Redemption
came when he finally embraced sobriety, gained the love of awoman, Lois, who
would become the great joy of hislife, and dedicated himself to being atireless
advocate for the future of space exploration—not only as a scientific endeavor but
also as athriving commercial enterprise.
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These days Buzz Aldrin is enjoying life with an enthusiasm that reminds us how
far it is possible for a person to travel, literally and figuratively. As an adventure
story, a searing memoir of self-destruction and self-renewal, and as a visionary
rallying cry to once again set our course for Mars and beyond, Magnificent
Desolation is the thoroughly human story of a genuine hero.
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Forty years ago, Buzz Aldrin became the second human, minutes after Neil Armstrong, to set foot on a
celestial body other than the Earth. The event remains one of mankind' s greatest achievements and was
witnessed by the largest worldwide television audience in history. In the years since, millions more have had
their Earth-centric perspective unalterably changed by the iconic photograph of Aldrin standing on the
surface of the moon, the blackness of space behind him and his fellow explorer and the Eagle reflected in his
visor. Describing the alien world he was walking upon, he uttered the words “ magnificent desolation.” And
asthe astronauts later sat in the Eagle, waiting to begin their journey back home, knowing that they were
doomed unless every system and part on board worked flawlessly, it was Aldrin who responded to Mission
Control’s clearance to take off with the quip, “Roger. Understand. We' re number one on the runway.”

The flight of Apollo 11 made Aldrin one of the most famous persons on our planet, yet few people know the
rest of this true American hero’ s story. In Magnificent Desolation, Aldrin not only gives us a harrowing first-
person account of the lunar landing that came within seconds of failure and the ultimate insider’ s view of life
as one of the superstars of America s space program, he also opens up with remarkable candor about his
more personal trials—and eventual triumphs—back on Earth. From the glory of being part of the mission that
fulfilled President Kennedy' s challenge to reach the moon before the decade was out, Aldrin returned home
to an Air Force career stripped of purpose or direction, other than as a public relations tool that NASA put to
relentless use in a seemingly nonstop world tour. The twin demons of depression and alcoholism
emerged—the first of which Aldrin confronted early and publicly, and the second of which he met with denial
until it nearly killed him. He burned through two marriages, his Air Force career came to an inglorious end,
and he found himself selling cars for aliving when he wasn’t drunkenly wrecking them. Redemption came
when he finally embraced sobriety, gained the love of awoman, Lois, who would become the great joy of his
life, and dedicated himself to being atireless advocate for the future of space exploration—not only asa
scientific endeavor but also as athriving commercial enterprise.

These days Buzz Aldrin is enjoying life with an enthusiasm that reminds us how far it is possible for a
person to travel, literaly and figuratively. As an adventure story, a searing memoir of self-destruction and
self-renewal, and as avisionary rallying cry to once again set our course for Mars and beyond, Magnificent
Desolation is the thoroughly human story of a genuine hero.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Picking up the threads of his acclaimed 1973 autobiography, Return to Earth, Aldrin presents as no-holds-
barred account of how his celebrity, career and human weaknesses nearly destroyed hislife. On July 19,
1968, millions witnessed Neil Armstrong and Aldrin become the first two people on the moon; an instant
American hero, Aldrin was "greeted with ticker-tape parades' and spent the next two years, along with his
fellow astronauts, as public relations assets for NASA and the Nixon administration. With a PhD from MIT,
Aldrin had not only spent eight years training for the mission, but also helped devel oped technology needed
for the mission; upon returning home from his world tour as an "unofficial space ambassador," however, he
found the doors at NASA "pretty much closed"; the moon-landing program had given way to the shuttle
project. That homecoming would catapult Aldrin into a decades-long struggle with alcoholism and clinical
depression (both his grandfather and mother committed suicide) that broke up two marriages before
psychiatric treatment and rehab put him on the road to recovery. Thisinspiring story exhibits Aldrin asa
different, perfectly human kind of hero, giving readers a sympathetic look at a man eclipsed by hisown
legend.

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

"Buzz Aldrin relives the Magnificent Desolation of space, and the soul-sucking depression that awaited back
home."

—Vanity Fair, “ Hot Type"

"An admirable account of an icon of the golden age of space flight."
—Kirkus Reviews

“Space fans, in particular, will cheer.”
—Booklist

“Aldrin presents a no-holds-barred account of how his celebrity, career and human weaknesses nearly
destroyed hislife....Thisinspiring story exhibits Aldrin as a different, perfectly human kind of hero, giving
readers a sympathetic look at a man eclipsed by his own legend.”

—Publishers Weekly

“Buzz Aldrin relives the Magnificent Desolation of space, and the soul-sucking depression that awaited back
home."
—Vanity Fair, “ Hot Type’

“Riveting reading.”
—The Economist

“Leadsthefield of new releases. The candid portrayal of his earthly battles—often written with great
humor—make this a cut above therest....Great holiday reading.”
—New Scientist

“Captivating....an engaging first-hand account by one of history’s most important explorers.”



—Alive East Bay

About the Author

On July 20, 1969, Apollo 11 astronauts BUZZ ALDRIN and Neil Armstrong landed their lunar module on
the Sea of Tranquillity and became the first humans to walk on the moon. Aldrin has since been awarded the
Presidential Medal of Freedom and more than fifty other awards and medals from the United States and other
countries. He holds a doctorate in astronautics from MIT. Since retiring from the U.S. Air Force and NASA,
Dr. Aldrin has remained at the forefront of efforts to ensure a continued leading role for Americain manned
space exploration. He founded a rocket design company, Starcraft Boosters, Inc., and the ShareSpace
Foundation, a nonprafit organization devoted to opening the doors to space tourism for al people. Buzz and
hiswife, Lais, livein Los Angeles.

KEN ABRAHAM isaNew Y ork Times bestselling author, known around the world for his collaborations
with celebrities and high-profile public figures.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Paul Skeens:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Magnificent Desolation: The Long Journey Home from
the Moon. Y ou can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important any book Magnificent Desolation: The Long Journey Home from the Moon. Y ou can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open abook aswell as searching by
internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to thelibrary. Let's
read.

Harold Hutchison:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for al of us. The book Magnificent Desolation: The Long Journey Home from the
Moon ended up being making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The publication Magnificent Desolation: The Long Journey Home
from the Moon is not only giving you alot more new information but also to become your friend when you
really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship
using the book Magnificent Desolation: The Long Journey Home from the Moon. Y ou never redlly feel lose
out for everything should you read some books.

Eddie Horton:

Magnificent Desolation: The Long Journey Home from the Moon can be one of your starter books that are
good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase
your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing



Magnificent Desolation: The Long Journey Home from the Moon yet doesn't forget the main place, giving
the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of
it. This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Sylvia Kirby:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It aright you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Magnificent Desolation: The
Long Journey Home from the Moon which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let'sview.
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