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Karen Edwards offers a fresh view of Paradise Lost, in which Milton is shown to
represent Eden's plants and animals in the light of the century's new, scientific
natural history. Debunking the fabulous lore of the old science, the poem
embraces new imaginative and symbolic possibilities for depicting the natural
world, suggested by the speculations of Milton's scientific contemporaries
including Robert Boyle, Thomas Browne and John Evelyn. The natural world in
Paradise Lost, with its flowers and trees, insects and beasts, emerges as a text
alive with meaning.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This is an important book, full of new scholarly information and cherished ideas...beautifully written, too,
with fresh ideas vividly expressed on every page." Renaissance Quarterly

"Edwards' writing is fresh, witty, clean, neat, unencumbered by jargon....Her interpretations are rarely
arguable, they are so well-built. Her book will certainly change the mind and the attitude of any intelligent
reader. It is one of those quiet books that change the way we think forever after." Milton Quarterly

"[Edwards's] lucid, accessible summary of 17th-century scientific literature is exhaustive....[Edwards]
demonstrates in this volume a clear grasp of 17th-century science and culture and effectively integrates
Milton's work into that milieu. This title complements other studies that integrate societal and cultural
influences with literature..." Choice

"Milton and the Natural World is a "must" for all Miltonists. It sends us back to Paradise Lost with renewed
interest and greater knowledge, ready for deeper appreciationand debate. Karen Edwards is to be
congratulated, as is Cambridge University Press, for publishing such a handsome volume, with delightful
contemporary illustrations..." Sixteenth Century Journal

"Karen L. Edwards's revisionist account of John Milton's relation to seventeenth-century science retells an
old story in an important new way that has significant implications for seventeenth-century scholars,
historians of science, and students of Paradise Lost alike...Edwards's work is as refreshing as it is important."
Modern Philology

"With her well-informed and sensitive understanding of the way Milton and his scientific contemporaries
read the book of nature, Edwards could refute the most outrageous charges against early scientists at the
level those arguments operate." Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lisa Knight:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this Milton and the Natural World:
Science and Poetry in Paradise Lost book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.



Sandra Phillips:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or data even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Milton and the Natural World:
Science and Poetry in Paradise Lost is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Wendell Darnell:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider any time
those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Milton and the Natural World: Science and Poetry in Paradise
Lost as your daily resource information.

Linda Henderson:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Milton and the Natural World: Science
and Poetry in Paradise Lost that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then how they react
to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who
wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick
Milton and the Natural World: Science and Poetry in Paradise Lost become your current starter.
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