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In his most ambitious and accomplished work to date, Michael Taussig
undertakes a history of mimesis, the practice of imitation, and its relation to
alterity, the opposition of Self and Other. Drawing upon such diverse sources as
theories of Benjamin, Adorno and Horckheimer, research on the Cuna Indians,
and theories of colonialism and postcolonialism, Taussig shows that the history
of mimesis is deeply tied to colonialism, and more specifically, to the colonial
trade's construction of "savages." With analysis that is vigorous, unorthodox, and
often breathtaking, Taussig's cross-cultural discussion of mimesis deepens our
understanding of the relationship between ethnography, racism and society.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Taussig's deeply informed anthropological readings present us with a contemporary cabinet of curiosities
that informs the longstanding fascination with the primitive in the constitution of the modern, and shocks us,
in the spirit of Benjamin, into reconsidering what we thought we had largely dismissed in our concerns with
the politics of representation."
-George E. Marcus, Rice University
"In "Mimesis and Alterity Taussig investigates the contacts between anthropologists and subjects and the
world created therein . . . his accounts have the tactility one gets from a good storyteller."
-"Artforum
"This book can most profitably be read in conjunction with Taussig's provocatice and often original earlier
works (e.g. "The Devil and Commodity Fetishism) since these provide the details of the historical and
cultural stage of mimetic performance."
-"Bulletin of Society for the Anthropologyof Europe, October, 1993

From the Back Cover
In Mimesis and Alterity Taussig undertakes and eccentric history of the mimetic faculty. He moves easily
from the nineteenth-century invention of mimetically capacious machines, such as the camera, backwards to
the fable of colonial first contact' alleged mimetic prowess of primitives, ' and then forward to contemporary
time, when the idea of alterity is increasingly unstable. Utilizing anthropological theory, Taussig blends
Latin American ethnography and colonial history with the insights of Walter Benjamin, Adorno and
Horkheimer. Vigorous and unorthodox, Taussig's understanding of mimesis in different cultures deepens our
meaning of ethnography, racism and society.

About the Author
Michael Taussig is 1933 Professor of Anthropology at Columbia University, USA, and is affiliated with the
European Graduate School in Switzerland.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Ford:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means
that publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.
They are really reading whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person
who don't like studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Mimesis and Alterity: A Particular History of the Senses.

Lori Hunt:

Here thing why that Mimesis and Alterity: A Particular History of the Senses are different and trustworthy to



be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it depends in the content from it which is the content is as
yummy as food or not. Mimesis and Alterity: A Particular History of the Senses giving you information
deeper including different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no publication that similar
with Mimesis and Alterity: A Particular History of the Senses. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its
open up your eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around
you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your means home by train.
Should you be having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Mimesis and Alterity: A
Particular History of the Senses in e-book can be your substitute.

Calvin Baker:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with
their family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the publication untitled Mimesis and Alterity: A Particular History of the Senses can
be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Lola Behrendt:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Mimesis and Alterity: A Particular
History of the Senses that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world much better then
how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the
geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking
at as your good habit, you can pick Mimesis and Alterity: A Particular History of the Senses become your
personal starter.
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