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Muhammad Ali (born Cassius Clay) has always engendered an emotional
reaction from the public. From his appearance as an Olympic champion to his
iconic status as a national hero, his carefully constructed image and controversial
persona has always been intensely scrutinized. In Muhammad Ali, Michael Ezra
considers the boxer who calls himself “The Greatest” from a new perspective. He
writes about Ali’s pre-championship bouts, the management of his career and his
current legacy, exploring the promotional aspects of Ali and how they were
wrapped up in political, economic, and cultural “ownership.”

Ezra’s incisive study examines the relationships between Ali’s cultural appeal
and its commercial manifestations. Citing examples of the boxer’s relationship to
the Vietnam War and the Nation of Islam—which serve as barometers of his
“public moral authority”—Muhammad Ali analyzes the difficulties of creating
and maintaining these cultural images, as well as the impact these themes have
on Ali’s meaning to the public.
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Muhammad Ali (born Cassius Clay) has always engendered an emotional reaction from the public. From his
appearance as an Olympic champion to his iconic status as a national hero, his carefully constructed image
and controversial persona has always been intensely scrutinized. In Muhammad Ali, Michael Ezra considers
the boxer who calls himself “The Greatest” from a new perspective. He writes about Ali’s pre-championship
bouts, the management of his career and his current legacy, exploring the promotional aspects of Ali and
how they were wrapped up in political, economic, and cultural “ownership.”

Ezra’s incisive study examines the relationships between Ali’s cultural appeal and its commercial
manifestations. Citing examples of the boxer’s relationship to the Vietnam War and the Nation of
Islam—which serve as barometers of his “public moral authority”—Muhammad Ali analyzes the difficulties
of creating and maintaining these cultural images, as well as the impact these themes have on Ali’s meaning
to the public.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Muhammad Ali is a terrific book. Disciplined, convincing, equipped to deliver on his bold and original
thesis, Michael Ezra makes fresh sense not only of Ali as cultural icon and historical figure but of the vast
Ali literature and mythos that surrounds him.”
—Carlo Rotella, Boston College, author of Cut Time: An Education at the Fights

About the Author

Michael Ezra is Chair of the American Multicultural Studies Department at Sonoma State University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jerry Gavin:

This book untitled Muhammad Ali: The Making of an Icon (Sporting) to be one of several books that will
best seller in this year, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit upon it.
You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher on this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen
phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Jesse Reid:

The particular book Muhammad Ali: The Making of an Icon (Sporting) has a lot of knowledge on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author.
Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the
point easily after reading this article book.

Sarah Creamer:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time to be go
through. Muhammad Ali: The Making of an Icon (Sporting) can be your answer mainly because it can be
read by you actually who have those short time problems.



Jean McCallum:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you
know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book.
Amount types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Muhammad Ali: The
Making of an Icon (Sporting).
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