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With revelations on every page, and sample codes and puzzles for the reader to
crack, Secret Language will entertain everyone with an urge to know more about
the most arcane and curious uses of language. From backmasking to the Enigma
Machine, from magic words to literary symbols, here is a lively, engaging tour of
languages that hide their meanings from all but a chosen few. Blake explains the
difference between ciphers and codes and shows how secret messages have been
written--and broken--for almost two thousand years. He explores the history and
uses of the slang and argot of schools and trades, tracing the stories of centuries-
old cants such as those used by sailors and criminals--among them polari, the mix
of Italian, Yiddish, and slang once spoken among strolling players and circus folk
and most recently adopted by the gay community. He examines the sacred
languages of ancient cults and religions, uncovers the workings of onomancy,
spells, and gematria, considers the obliqueness of allusion and parody, and
celebrates the absurdities of euphemism and jargon.
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With revelations on every page, and sample codes and puzzles for the reader to crack, Secret Language will
entertain everyone with an urge to know more about the most arcane and curious uses of language. From
backmasking to the Enigma Machine, from magic words to literary symbols, here is a lively, engaging tour
of languages that hide their meanings from all but a chosen few. Blake explains the difference between
ciphers and codes and shows how secret messages have been written--and broken--for almost two thousand
years. He explores the history and uses of the slang and argot of schools and trades, tracing the stories of
centuries-old cants such as those used by sailors and criminals--among them polari, the mix of Italian,
Yiddish, and slang once spoken among strolling players and circus folk and most recently adopted by the gay
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Editorial Review

Review

"Intriguing. It is good to have a book that gives you something to ponder without being ponderous itself. And
it can be recommended in particular to anyone disposed to find language itself, as such, a source of
pleasure."--InsideHigherEd.com

"Covers a lot of ground. Reminds us that the rehearsal of that moment when concealing becomes revealing is
a powerful resource-one might even reserve the word divine for it."--TheNation.com

About the Author

Barry J. Blake is Emeritus Professor of Linguistics at La Trobe University. His books include Playing with
Words and All About Language.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kimberly Hopkins:

Here thing why this particular Secret Language: Codes, Tricks, Spies, Thieves, and Symbols are different
and trusted to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb
ports which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Secret Language: Codes, Tricks, Spies, Thieves, and
Symbols giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve out there but
there is no reserve that similar with Secret Language: Codes, Tricks, Spies, Thieves, and Symbols. It gives
you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world
which is possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even
in your technique home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the
form of Secret Language: Codes, Tricks, Spies, Thieves, and Symbols in e-book can be your alternate.

Michael Taylor:

The ability that you get from Secret Language: Codes, Tricks, Spies, Thieves, and Symbols is a more deep
you rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Secret Language: Codes, Tricks, Spies, Thieves, and Symbols
giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood
by means of anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also
makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this specific Secret Language:
Codes, Tricks, Spies, Thieves, and Symbols instantly.



Jesus Loveless:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled Secret
Language: Codes, Tricks, Spies, Thieves, and Symbols your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get previous to. The Secret Language: Codes, Tricks, Spies, Thieves, and Symbols
giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful details for your
better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be
pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
paying spare time activity?

Christopher Pipkin:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you is Secret Language: Codes, Tricks, Spies, Thieves, and Symbols this reserve consist a
lot of the information of the condition of this world now. That book was represented so why is the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the
writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of
you.
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