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With the war in Europe winding down in the spring of 1945, the United States
turns its vast military resources toward a furious assault on the last great
stepping-stone to Japan—the heavily fortified island of Okinawa. The three-
month battle in the Pacific theater will feature some of the most vicious combat
of the entire Second World War, as American troops confront an enemy that
would rather be slaughtered than experience the shame of surrender. Meanwhile,
stateside, a different kind of campaign is being waged in secret: the development
of a weapon so powerful, not even the scientists who build it know just what they
are about to unleash. Colonel Paul Tibbets, one of the finest bomber pilots in the
U.S. Army Air Corps, is selected to lead the mission to drop the horrific new
weapon on a Japanese city. As President Harry S Truman mulls his options and
Japanese physician Okiro Hamishita cares for patients at a clinic near Hiroshima,
citizens on the home front await the day of reckoning that everyone knows is
coming.
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entire Second World War, as American troops confront an enemy that would rather be slaughtered than
experience the shame of surrender. Meanwhile, stateside, a different kind of campaign is being waged in
secret: the development of a weapon so powerful, not even the scientists who build it know just what they
are about to unleash. Colonel Paul Tibbets, one of the finest bomber pilots in the U.S. Army Air Corps, is
selected to lead the mission to drop the horrific new weapon on a Japanese city. As President Harry S
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
A Letter from Author Jeff Shaara

Though Hollywood has given us countless ways to dramatize the Second World War in the Pacific, the
challenge for me was to bring to the reader a story that isn’t simply a rehash of everything you’ve heard
before. And, where Hollywood is often less concerned with keeping the history accurate, I have always felt
that if I’m going to tell any story like this, “getting it right” is key. When dealing with World War II, my
research often included conversations with living veterans, and ignoring their truth just to “beef up” the tale,
does an incredible injustice to what those veterans accomplished.  In the Second World War, the Japanese
were unlike any enemy we had ever faced, a very different enemy than the Germans. We had very little
understanding of their culture, of how seriously they took their loyalty and obedience to their emperor, and
we were completely unprepared for their willingness to die rather than accept the dishonor of surrender. For
young soldiers and Marines who faced this determination, the fights often became a slaughter on a scale no
one could have imagined. To put a nineteen year old boy into that position, and hope that he responds
appropriately is not a typical method of training our young troops.  In researching The Final Storm, I was
surprised to find a significant amount of humanity among the Japanese commanders whose voices became a
vital part of this story. Okinawa was the last great stronghold that held the American wave away from Japan
itself, and the Japanese troops assigned to defend the island country knew that there could be no retreat. The
Americans who confronted them had to fight not only this extreme dedication, but the weather and the
geography as well. A fight that was scheduled to last a month, took three. How and why are far more
interesting to me than a simple history lesson.  If this story is not a history lesson, it is also not an exercise in
blood and guts. That kind of story would get old very quickly. What has always drawn me to these stories are
the characters. I am not concerned with giving you every detail of the numbers of casualties or the positions
of troops. There are historians far more qualified to do that. My job as the storyteller is to find the voices that
will carry you (along with me) into the story itself. My search is to find a story beneath the history lesson, to
feel it, hear it, smell it, to explore not only the horror, but the laughter (and yes, there is laughter. There has
to be.) What kind of thinking and agonizing goes into command decisions? What makes a nineteen year old



Marine rise up from a muddy hole to drive forward into the enemy he cannot even see?  While much of The
Final Storm focuses on the great struggle for Okinawa, this story does not end there. One more extraordinary
drama must be played out, the story of how the Second World War actually ends: the dropping of the first
atomic bombs. Through characters such as Paul Tibbets and General Curtis LeMay, I try to show just how
much tension and how much mystery surrounded the bombs themselves. Consider that, to the young crews
of the aircrafts that were to carry the bombs over Japan, none had any idea what would happen when the
bombs were actually exploded, whether their own planes would disintegrate, along with the targets they were
seeking. On the ground, the Japanese civilians had already experienced massive bombing strikes from
American planes, and so, on that morning of August 6, 1945, the sight of a single B-29 bomber high in the
clouds above causes no real concern. That point of view is here as well, a Japanese doctor who is weary of
the war, of what he knows to be the propaganda being fed to the people by their military. And yet, he has his
own duty to fulfill.  There are debates ongoing today about whether the United States did the “right thing” by
ending the war the way we did. The decisions made by President Harry Truman are controversial even now.
My job is not to anguish over morality, or debate what is politically correct. Ultimately I have one goal: to
bring you the best and most accurate story I can, as told by those who were there. With so few veterans of
World War Two remaining with us, I believe we must be reminded just why we owe them our thanks, and
why their legacies must be remembered. I hope you enjoy the story.  --Jeff Shaara, May 2011

Review

“A moving and riveting read—one of Shaara’s best.”—Seattle Post-Intelligencer
 
“Whether you’re a military veteran or currently serving in the armed forces, or you’re a history buff or just
enjoy a well-told tale, check out Jeff Shaara. Nobody tells war stories any better.”—The Sacramento Bee
 
“Extraordinarily evocative . . . Told from the perspectives of combatants and military leaders, both American
and Japanese, the resulting balanced overview lends historical authenticity to the gripping fictional
narrative.”—Booklist
 
“Fast-paced, engaging and absorbing.”—Galveston County Daily News
 
“Highly recommended.”—Library Journal

About the Author
Jeff Shaara is the New York Times bestselling author of A Chain of Thunder, A Blaze of Glory, The Final
Storm, No Less Than Victory, The Steel Wave, The Rising Tide, To the Last Man, The Glorious Cause, Rise
to Rebellion, and Gone for Soldiers, as well as Gods and Generals and The Last Full Measure—two novels
that complete the Civil War trilogy that began with his father’s Pulitzer Prize–winning classic, The Killer
Angels. Shaara was born into a family of Italian immigrants in New Brunswick, New Jersey. He grew up in
Tallahassee, Florida, and graduated from Florida State University. He lives in Gettysburg.

From the Hardcover edition.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



David Soto:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should
answer that question because just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of The Final
Storm: A Novel of the War in the Pacific (World War II) to read.

William Chestnut:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of The Final Storm: A
Novel of the War in the Pacific (World War II) book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

Brandon Erickson:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work at this point
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer can be The Final Storm: A Novel of the War in the Pacific (World War II) why because
the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick
up this book.

Walter Burchett:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book The Final Storm: A Novel of the War in the
Pacific (World War II) to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up
a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book The Final Storm: A Novel of the War in the Pacific (World
War II) can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing
of the time.
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