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The definitive account of the Great War and national bestseller from one of our
most eminent military historians, John Keegan.

The First World War created the modern world. A conflict of unprecedented
ferocity, it abruptly ended the relative peace and prosperity of the Victorian era,
unleashing such demons of the twentieth century as mechanized warfare and
mass death. It also helped to usher in the ideas that have shaped our times--
modernism in the arts, new approaches to psychology and medicine, radical
thoughts about economics and society--and in so doing shattered the faith in
rationalism and liberalism that had prevailed in Europe since the Enlightenment. 

The First World War probes the mystery of how a civilization at the height of its
achievement could have propelled itself into such a ruinous conflict and takes us
behind the scenes of the negotiations among Europe's crowned heads (all of them
related to one another by blood) and ministers, and their doomed efforts to defuse
the crisis. Keegan reveals how, by an astonishing failure of diplomacy and
communication, a bilateral dispute grew to engulf an entire continent.

But the heart of Keegan's superb narrative is, of course, his analysis of the
military conflict. With unequalled authority and insight, he recreates the
nightmarish engagements whose names have become legend--Verdun, the
Somme and Gallipoli among them--and sheds new light on the strategies and
tactics employed, particularly the contributions of geography and technology. No
less central to Keegan's account is the human aspect. He acquaints us with the
thoughts of the intriguing personalities who oversaw the tragically unnecessary
catastrophe--from heads of state like Russia's hapless tsar, Nicholas II, to
renowned warmakers such as Haig, Hindenburg and Joffre. But Keegan reserves
his most affecting personal sympathy for those whose individual efforts history
has not recorded--"the anonymous millions, indistinguishably drab,
undifferentially deprived of any scrap of the glories that by tradition made the
life of the man-at-arms tolerable."

By the end of the war, three great empires--the Austro-Hungarian, the Russian
and the Ottoman--had collapsed. But as Keegan shows, the devastation ex-tended
over the entirety of Europe, and still profoundly informs the politics and culture
of the continent today. His brilliant, panoramic account of this vast and terrible
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conflict is destined to take its place among the classics of world history.
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The definitive account of the Great War and national bestseller from one of our most eminent military
historians, John Keegan.

The First World War created the modern world. A conflict of unprecedented ferocity, it abruptly ended the
relative peace and prosperity of the Victorian era, unleashing such demons of the twentieth century as
mechanized warfare and mass death. It also helped to usher in the ideas that have shaped our times--
modernism in the arts, new approaches to psychology and medicine, radical thoughts about economics and
society--and in so doing shattered the faith in rationalism and liberalism that had prevailed in Europe since
the Enlightenment. 

The First World War probes the mystery of how a civilization at the height of its achievement could have
propelled itself into such a ruinous conflict and takes us behind the scenes of the negotiations among
Europe's crowned heads (all of them related to one another by blood) and ministers, and their doomed efforts
to defuse the crisis. Keegan reveals how, by an astonishing failure of diplomacy and communication, a
bilateral dispute grew to engulf an entire continent.

But the heart of Keegan's superb narrative is, of course, his analysis of the military conflict. With unequalled
authority and insight, he recreates the nightmarish engagements whose names have become legend--Verdun,
the Somme and Gallipoli among them--and sheds new light on the strategies and tactics employed,
particularly the contributions of geography and technology. No less central to Keegan's account is the human
aspect. He acquaints us with the thoughts of the intriguing personalities who oversaw the tragically
unnecessary catastrophe--from heads of state like Russia's hapless tsar, Nicholas II, to renowned warmakers
such as Haig, Hindenburg and Joffre. But Keegan reserves his most affecting personal sympathy for those
whose individual efforts history has not recorded--"the anonymous millions, indistinguishably drab,
undifferentially deprived of any scrap of the glories that by tradition made the life of the man-at-arms
tolerable."

By the end of the war, three great empires--the Austro-Hungarian, the Russian and the Ottoman--had
collapsed. But as Keegan shows, the devastation ex-tended over the entirety of Europe, and still profoundly
informs the politics and culture of the continent today. His brilliant, panoramic account of this vast and
terrible conflict is destined to take its place among the classics of world history.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Nguyen:

The particular book The First World War: An Illustrated History will bring one to the new experience of
reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book
to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book The First World War: An Illustrated History is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier to read
the book.

James Fitzgibbons:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The First World
War: An Illustrated History, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to miss
it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come
on its identified as reading friends.

Caroline Gonzalez:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer is usually The First World War: An Illustrated History why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to
pick up this book.

Sue Joseph:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
your account is The First World War: An Illustrated History this book consist a lot of the information on the
condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how can the world has grown up. The



vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis
when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.
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