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"Powerful...Enthrallling...A ferociously well-paced entertainment."
THE NEW YORK TIMES
Richard Papen arrived at Hampden College in New England and was quickly
seduced by an elite group of five students, all Greek scholars, all worldly, self-
assured, and, at first glance, all highly unapproachable. As Richard is drawn into
their inner circle, he learns a terrifying secret that binds them to one another...a
secret about an incident in the woods in the dead of night where an ancient rite
was brought to brutal life...and led to a gruesome death. And that was just the
beginning....
"A smart, craftsman-like, viscerally compelling novel."
TIME
Selected by the Book-of-the-Month Club
A NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK

From the Paperback edition.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Tartt's much bruited first novel is a huge (592 pages) rambling story that is sometimes ponderous, sometimes
highly entertaining. Part psychological thriller, part chronicle of debauched, wasted youth, it suffers from a
basically improbable plot, a fault Tartt often redeems through the bravado of her execution. Narrator Richard
Papen comes from a lower-class family and a loveless California home to the "hermetic, overheated
atmosphere" of Vermont's Hampden College. Almost too easily, he is accepted into a clique of five socially
sophisticated students who study Classics with an idiosyncratic, morally fraudulent professor. Despite their
demanding curriculum (they quote Greek classics to each other at every opportunity) the friends spend most
of their time drinking and taking pills. Finally they reveal to Richard that they accidentally killed a man
during a bacchanalian frenzy; when one of their number seems ready to spill the secret, the group--now
including Richard--must kill him, too. The best parts of the book occur after the second murder, when Tartt
describes the effect of the death on a small community, the behavior of the victim's family and the
conspirators' emotional disintegration. Here her gifts for social satire and character analysis are shown to
good advantage and her writing is powerful and evocative. On the other hand, the plot's many
inconsistencies, the self-indulgent, high-flown references to classic literature and the reliance on melodrama
make one wish this had been a tauter, more focused novel. In the final analysis, however, readers may enjoy
the pull of a mysterious, richly detailed story told by a talented writer. 75,000 first printing; BOMC and QPB
selections.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
This well-written first novel attempts to be several things: a psychological suspense thriller, a satire of
collegiate mores and popular culture, and a philosophical bildungsroman. Supposedly brilliant students at a
posh Vermont school (Bennington in thin disguise) are involved in two murders, one supposedly accidental
and one deliberate. The book's many allusions, both literary and classical (the students are all classics majors
studying with a professor described as both a genius and a deity) fail to provide the deeper resonance of such
works as Umberto Eco's The Name of the Rose . Ultimately, it works best as a psychological thriller. Expect
prepublication hype to generate interest in this book and buy accordingly. Previewed in Prepub Alert, LJ
5/1/92.
- Charles Michaud, Turner Free Lib., Randolph, Mass.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
The Brat Pack meets The Bacchae in this precious, way-too- long, and utterly unsuspenseful town-and-gown
murder tale. A bunch of ever-so-mandarin college kids in a small Vermont school are the eager epigones of
an aloof classics professor, and in their exclusivity and snobbishness and eagerness to please their teacher,
they are moved to try to enact Dionysian frenzies in the woods. During the only one that actually comes off,
a local farmer happens upon them--and they kill him. But the death isn't ruled a murder--and might never
have been if one of the gang--a cadging sybarite named Bunny Corcoran--hadn't shown signs of cracking
under the secret's weight. And so he too is dispatched. The narrator, a blank-slate Californian named Richard
Pepen chronicles the coverup. But if you're thinking remorse-drama, conscience-masque, or even semi-
trashy who'll-break-first? page-turner, forget it: This is a straight gee-whiz, first-to-have-ever-noticed college
novel- -``Hampden College, as a body, was always strangely prone to hysteria. Whether from isolation,
malice, or simple boredom, people there were far more credulous and excitable than educated people are
generally thought to be, and this hermetic, overheated atmosphere made it a thriving black petri dish of



melodrama and distortion.'' First-novelist Tartt goes muzzy when she has to describe human confrontations
(the murder, or sex, or even the ping-ponging of fear), and is much more comfortable in transcribing aimless
dorm-room paranoia or the TV shows that the malefactors anesthetize themselves with as fate ticks down. By
telegraphing the murders, Tartt wants us to be continually horrified at these kids- -while inviting us to semi-
enjoy their manneristic fetishes and refined tastes. This ersatz-Fitzgerald mix of moralizing and mirror-
looking (Jay McInerney shook and poured the shaker first) is very 80's--and in Tartt's strenuous version
already seems dated, formulaic. Les Nerds du Mal--and about as deep (if not nearly as involving) as a TV
movie. -- Copyright ©1992, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Barbara Goodman:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled The Secret History. Try to the actual book The Secret History as your
buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding course make
you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more confidence
because you can know everything by the book. So , we should make new experience along with knowledge
with this book.

Mark Johnson:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
any time those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Secret History as the daily resource information.

Charles Edwards:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Secret History e-book written by
well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else
read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate
your current hunger then you still question The Secret History as good book not simply by the cover but also
by content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing one
more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you
have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Juanita Bey:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book The Secret History was vibrant and of course has pictures



on the website. As we know that book The Secret History has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose
the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.
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