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During the civil rights movement, epic battles for justice were fought in the
streets, at lunch counters, and in the classrooms of the American South. Just as
many battles were waged, however, in the hearts and minds of ordinary white
southerners whose world became unrecognizable to them. Jason Sokol’s vivid
and unprecedented account of white southerners’ attitudes and actions, related in
their own words, reveals in a new light the contradictory mixture of stubborn
resistance and pragmatic acceptance–as well as the startling and unexpected
personal transformations–with which they greeted the enforcement of legal
equality.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The experiences of white Southerners during the period of the Civil Rights movement have, until now, gone
largely unexplored. Sokol, a doctoral candidate in history at UC-Berkeley, traces the process of
desegregation by drawing on public records and interviews conducted with white Southerners as they faced
the tide of change brought by Brown v. Board of Education and the Civil Rights Act of 1964. Sokol actively
resists easy generalizations or stereotypes of the men and women whose rejection of equal rights created the
central tension of the Civil Rights movement. Instead of stock characters, Sokol presents individuals—such
as Ollie McClung, whose opposition to integration stemmed, at least in part, from a belief in personal
liberty—as well as hundreds of voices for whom change meant "their world would never be the same." Sokol
never apologizes or attempts to mitigate the often brutal and violent consequences of Southern racism. His
eloquent presentation, with all of its complications, provides an invaluable and much-needed addition to our
understanding of how the Civil Rights movement was actually lived. Photos. (Aug.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Historian Sokol examines how the civil rights movement challenged long-held notions among southern
whites about the character and circumstances of their black neighbors and workers and their own place in
society. The movement for racial equality changed race relations and altered attitudes, transformed
institutions and towns, and upended tradition. It also caused profound changes in whites as individuals.
Drawing on recorded interviews and published and unpublished articles chronicling the turbulent times
between 1945 and 1975, Sokol presents a portrait of white people in the frontline southern towns, from Little
Rock and Atlanta to Birmingham and rural North Carolina. Sokol illustrates the complexity of the human
drama behind the civil rights movement from the perspective of those whose cherished way of life was gone
forever, those who felt liberated, and those who found new, subtler ways to practice their hate. This is a
fascinating look at a side of the civil rights movement that has not been a widely explored aspect of one of
the greatest social transformations in U.S. history. Vanessa Bush
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
“Fascinating and remarkably empathetic.” —The Atlantic Monthly“[There Goes My Everything is] on my
personal list of the year’s best books.” —Jonathan Yardley, The Washington Post  “A richly documented,
often compellingly dramatic narrative, whose strength is its absence of polemic.” —Dallas Morning
News"As eye-opening a look at race relations in the Civil Rights Era as anything this side of Dr. King's own
Letter From a Birmingham Jail."—Arkansas Democrat-Gazette“Simply stunning…This is one of the few
books about the civil rights movement…that gets it right…Deserves to be read by every American.”
—Tucson Citizen

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nona Whitehouse:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed There Goes My Everything:
White Southerners in the Age of Civil Rights, 1945-1975? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you
agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

James Bassler:

The feeling that you get from There Goes My Everything: White Southerners in the Age of Civil Rights,
1945-1975 may be the more deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more you get
interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but There Goes My
Everything: White Southerners in the Age of Civil Rights, 1945-1975 giving you joy feeling of reading. The
article writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the
item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We advise you for having this particular There Goes My Everything: White Southerners
in the Age of Civil Rights, 1945-1975 instantly.

Marylou Beauregard:

The reason why? Because this There Goes My Everything: White Southerners in the Age of Civil Rights,
1945-1975 is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will
surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write
the book in such wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still
convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you
going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have
been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Adam Hay:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This There Goes My Everything: White
Southerners in the Age of Civil Rights, 1945-1975 can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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