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Now in afully updated edition, A Concise History of U.S. Foreign Policy offersa
conceptual and historical overview of American foreign relations from the
founding to the present. Compact and accessible, the text provides students with
aclear and concise understanding of key decisions and why they were made.
Joyce P. Kaufman introduces the major themes that have driven the making of
U.S. foreign policy, with an emphasis on the importance of economics and trade
aswell asthe relevant political issues of the time to both describe and explain
critical decisions. Beginning with the question "what is foreign policy and why is
it important?' the author shows the reader how foreign policy isrelevant to
everyone, and in some way touches all our lives. The book devel ops the themes
historically to show how various presidents and administrations built upon the
past, and where they set a new course and why.

Kaufman pays particular attention to the Cold War and beyond, with a chapter
devoted specifically to the changesin direction of American foreign policy as a
result of September 11. She concludes with alook forward to challenges the
United States will face in the coming decades. With its strong narrative and use
of compelling case studies, the book engages students fully in this crucial topic,
encouraging them to form their own ideas about American foreign policy.
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Editorial Review

Review

A welcome addition to texts on U.S. foreign policy. The book provides a very comprehensive and yet
succinct overview of theories, the history of U.S. foreign policy from the founding of the country, and a
contemporary analysis of foreign policy and considerations for the future. The inclusion of afeminist
analysis, which is often neglected in most texts, is also appreciated. The writing is very accessible to
students, linking their own livesto how and why foreign policy matters to them. (Kristen P. Williams, Clark
University)

Teachers of American foreign policy often struggle to find the right bal ance between diplomatic history and
contemporary policy debates. In ashort and highly readable text, Joyce Kaufman gets the balance just right
and provides an anchor for building effective classroom discussions about where we have come from and
where we might be headed. (Robert Strong, Washington and Lee University)

A very good, concise summary suitable for undergraduate studentsin U.S. International Relations. (Andrew
F. Clark, University of North Carolina, Wilmington)

About the Author
Joyce P. Kaufman is professor of political science and director of the Center for Engagement with
Communities at Whittier College.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
John Dudley:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these peopl e survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for awhileis
reading. Y es, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular A Concise History of
U.S. Foreign Policy book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than
just a book.

L eonard Bassett:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your limited timeto read it because al of thistime you only find guide that need more time to be
study. A Concise History of U.S. Foreign Policy can be your answer asit can be read by you actually who
have those short extra time problems.



Jerry Schooler:

Isit you who having spare timein that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Concise History of U.S. Foreign Policy can be
the response, oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are consequently out of date, spending your time by

reading in this brand new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Sam Nielsen:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know
that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou need to understand that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update with regards to something by book. Amount types of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra A Concise History of U.S. Foreign
Policy.
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