
A Slow Death: 83 Days of Radiation Sickness

By NHK TV Crew

A Slow Death: 83 Days of Radiation Sickness By NHK TV Crew

Japan's worst nuclear radiation accident took place at a uranium reprocessing
facility in Tokaimura, northeast of Tokyo, on 30 September 1999. The direct
cause of the accident was cited as the depositing of a uranyl nitrate solution--
containing about 16.6 kg of uranium, which exceeded the critical mass--into a
precipitation tank. Three workers were exposed to extreme doses of radiation.

Hiroshi Ouchi, one of these workers, was transferred to the University of Tokyo
Hospital Emergency Room, three days after the accident. Dr. Maekawa and his
staff initially thought that Ouchi looked relatively well for a person exposed to
such radiation levels. He could talk, and only his right hand was a little swollen
with redness. However, his condition gradually weakened as the radioactivity
broke down the chromosomes in his cells.

The doctors were at a loss as to what to do. There were very few precedents and
proven medical treatments for the victims of radiation poisoning. Less than 20
nuclear accidents had occurred in the world to that point, and most of those
happened 30 years ago. This book documents the following 83 days of treatment
until his passing, with detailed descriptions and explanations of the radiation
poisoning.
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Japan's worst nuclear radiation accident took place at a uranium reprocessing facility in Tokaimura, northeast
of Tokyo, on 30 September 1999. The direct cause of the accident was cited as the depositing of a uranyl
nitrate solution--containing about 16.6 kg of uranium, which exceeded the critical mass--into a precipitation
tank. Three workers were exposed to extreme doses of radiation.

Hiroshi Ouchi, one of these workers, was transferred to the University of Tokyo Hospital Emergency Room,
three days after the accident. Dr. Maekawa and his staff initially thought that Ouchi looked relatively well for
a person exposed to such radiation levels. He could talk, and only his right hand was a little swollen with
redness. However, his condition gradually weakened as the radioactivity broke down the chromosomes in his
cells.

The doctors were at a loss as to what to do. There were very few precedents and proven medical treatments
for the victims of radiation poisoning. Less than 20 nuclear accidents had occurred in the world to that point,
and most of those happened 30 years ago. This book documents the following 83 days of treatment until his
passing, with detailed descriptions and explanations of the radiation poisoning.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Stylistically resembling a fictional narrative, this grim chronicle of Ouchi’s deterioration demonstrates the
humanity and pyschology of the medical profession in extreme situations. In that sense, it?s an interesting
companion to [Osamu Tezuka’s] Black Jack manga. Think of it as such a nightmarish episode of House that
as a result of watching it you resolve never to tune into the series again.”
—Firefox News

“Harnessing the atom’s energy can help, even save, mankind or lead to its destruction. This is the sad,
cautionary tale of things gone awry, a noble effort by Japanese physicians to save Mr. Ouchi’s life and of our
limited ability to deal with the consequences of mistakes in this arena.”
—Robert Peter Gale, M.D., Ph.D., D.Sc., F.A.C.P. (Hon),
UCLA Medical Center

“Radiation injuries are potentially complex, often involving a combination of different types of radiation
energy. The Tokaimura accident reminds us of these complexities as well as the importance of accurate
information flow from the site of the incident to the healthcare provideer in the hospital. New knowledge
was gained regarding optimal management of acute radiation toxicity.”
—Nicholas Dainiak, M.D., F.A.C.P. Yale University School of Medicine
Chairman of Medicine, Bridgeport Hospital

BEST OF 2008 -- The Japan Times

"A brave account of corporate greed and scientific expertise"

About the Author
NHK (Nippon Hoso Kyokai) or Japan Broadcasting
Corporation is Japan's public broadcaster. This
book is an original television documentary--under
the same name--produced by NHK, which aired in
May 2001. The documentary won the Gold Nymph
Award--the highest award possible--at the 42nd
Monte Carlo Television Festival in 2002.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Forbes:

This book untitled A Slow Death: 83 Days of Radiation Sickness to be one of several books that will best
seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will
easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The publisher
with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book
in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.



Anthony Lucas:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Slow Death: 83 Days of Radiation Sickness
can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free
time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Shirley Hinkle:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do is just spending
your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the top record in your
reading list is actually A Slow Death: 83 Days of Radiation Sickness. This book which can be qualified as
The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review this
book you can get many advantages.

Ida Acord:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book A Slow Death: 83 Days of Radiation Sickness was
bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book A Slow Death: 83 Days of Radiation
Sickness has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan
you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you
bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try
to like reading that.
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