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This book focuses on the first vertebrates to conquer land and their long journey
to become fully independent from the water. It traces the origin of tetrapod
features and tries to explain how and why they transformed into organs that
permit life on land. Although the major frame of the topic lies in the past 370
million years and necessarily deals with many fossils, it is far from restricted to
paleontology. The aim is to achieve a comprehensive picture of amphibian
evolution. It focuses on major questions in current paleobiology: how diverse
were the early tetrapods? In which environments did they live, and how did they
come to be preserved? What do we know about the soft body of extinct
amphibians, and what does that tell us about the evolution of crucial organs
during the transition to land? How did early amphibians develop and grow, and
which were the major factors of their evolution?

The Topics in Paleobiology Series is published in collaboration with the
Palaeontological Association, and is edited by Professor Mike Benton, University
of Bristol.

Books in the series provide a summary of the current state of knowledge, a
trusted route into the primary literature, and will act as pointers for future
directions for research. As well as volumes on individual groups, the series will
also deal with topics that have a cross-cutting relevance, such as the evolution of
significant ecosystems, particular key times and events in the history of life,
climate change, and the application of a new techniques such as molecular
palaeontology.

The books are written by leading international experts and will be pitched at a
level suitable for advanced undergraduates, postgraduates, and researchers in
both the paleontological and biological sciences.
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Editorial Review

Review

“In summary, this is a comprehensive work that could be used as a guide to focus on specific aspects of one
of the most exciting chapters of vertebrate history.”  (Ameghiniana, 1 April 2015)

“It provides rewarding reading, useful for students and researchers/professionals studying amphibians as well
as other vertebrates.  Summing Up: Highly recommended. Upper-division undergraduates and above.” 
(Choice, 1 December 2014)

 

From the Back Cover
This book focuses on the first vertebrates to conquer land and their long journey to become fully independent
from the water. It traces the origin of tetrapod features and tries to explain how and why they transformed
into organs that permit life on land. Although the major frame of the topic lies in the past 370 million years
and necessarily deals with many fossils, it is far from restricted to paleontology. The aim is to achieve a
comprehensive picture of amphibian evolution. It focuses on major questions in current paleobiology: how
diverse were the early tetrapods? In which environments did they live, and how did they come to be
preserved? What do we know about the soft body of extinct amphibians, and what does that tell us about the
evolution of crucial organs during the transition to land? How did early amphibians develop and grow, and
which were the major factors of their evolution?

The Topics in Paleobiology Series is published in collaboration with the Palaeontological Association, and
is edited by Professor Mike Benton, University of Bristol.

About the Author
Rainer Schoch, born 1970 in Ludwigshafen, Germany. He graduated at the University of Tübingen,
undertook field work in Argentina and the USA, and worked as a curator and assistant professor at Humboldt
University Berlin. Since 2003 he has been the curator of amphibians and reptiles at the Natural History
Museum of Stuttgart, Germany.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cindy Searcy:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Amphibian Evolution: The Life of Early Land Vertebrates (TOPA Topics
in Paleobiology). Try to the actual book Amphibian Evolution: The Life of Early Land Vertebrates (TOPA
Topics in Paleobiology) as your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when you sense alone and
beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The
book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new



experience and also knowledge with this book.

John Solorio:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now's
taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Amphibian Evolution: The Life of Early
Land Vertebrates (TOPA Topics in Paleobiology) as the daily resource information.

Morgan Lytle:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book.
When you go through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
along with soon. The Amphibian Evolution: The Life of Early Land Vertebrates (TOPA Topics in
Paleobiology) will give you new experience in looking at a book.

Margaret Holt:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What
you need to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among
the books in the top checklist in your reading list will be Amphibian Evolution: The Life of Early Land
Vertebrates (TOPA Topics in Paleobiology). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you
closer in becoming precious person. By looking up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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