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Where does our conscience come from? How reliable is it?

In the West conscience has been relied upon for two thousand years as a
judgement that distinguishes right from wrong. It has effortlessly moved through
every period division and timeline between the ancient, medieval, and modern.
The Romans identified it, the early Christians appropriated it, and Reformation
Protestants and loyal Catholics relied upon its advice and admonition. Today it is
embraced with equal conviction by non-religious and religious alike.

Considering its deep historical roots and exploring what it has meant to
successive generations, Paul Strohm highlights why this particularly European
concept deserves its reputation as 'one of the prouder Western contributions to
human rights and human dignity throughout the world.'

Using examples from popular culture including the Disney classic Pinocchio, as
well as examples from contemporary politics, he explores the work of thinkers
such as Nietzsche, Freud, and Aquinas, to show how and why conscience
remains a motivating and important principle in the contemporary world.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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In the West conscience has been relied upon for two thousand years as a judgement that distinguishes right
from wrong. It has effortlessly moved through every period division and timeline between the ancient,
medieval, and modern. The Romans identified it, the early Christians appropriated it, and Reformation
Protestants and loyal Catholics relied upon its advice and admonition. Today it is embraced with equal
conviction by non-religious and religious alike.

Considering its deep historical roots and exploring what it has meant to successive generations, Paul Strohm
highlights why this particularly European concept deserves its reputation as 'one of the prouder Western
contributions to human rights and human dignity throughout the world.'

Using examples from popular culture including the Disney classic Pinocchio, as well as examples from
contemporary politics, he explores the work of thinkers such as Nietzsche, Freud, and Aquinas, to show how
and why conscience remains a motivating and important principle in the contemporary world.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Paul Strohm is the Anna Garbedian Professor of the Humanities at Columbia University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Hallie Cathey:

This Conscience: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) book is not really ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information
inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of
information you will get. That Conscience: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) without we
know teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry
Conscience: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can bring if you are and not make your
tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This
Conscience: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) having excellent arrangement in word as
well as layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Julie Kappel:

This Conscience: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) tend to be reliable for you who want
to be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Conscience: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) can be among the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
reading through food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock your preceding knowledge.
This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book
and printed types. Beside that this Conscience: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) forcing
you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we
know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Donna Salerno:

Beside this particular Conscience: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) in your phone, it
may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you
can got here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Conscience: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)
because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you
seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand.
The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!



Evelyn Broderick:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may have
it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This Conscience: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they
don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't understand, by knowing
more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have Conscience: A Very
Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).
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