
Dream of Fair to Middling Women: A Novel
(Arcade Classics)

By Samuel Beckett

Dream of Fair to Middling Women: A Novel (Arcade Classics) By Samuel
Beckett

Samuel Beckett’s first novel and “literary landmark” (St. Petersburg Times),
Dream of Fair to Middling Women is a wonderfully savory introduction to the
Nobel Prize–winning author. Written in the summer of 1932, when the twenty-
six-year-old Beckett was poor and struggling to make ends meet, the novel offers
a rare and revealing portrait of the artist as a young man. Later on, Beckett would
call the novel “the chest into which I threw all my wild thoughts.” When he
submitted it to several publishers, all of them found it too literary, too
scandalous, or too risky; it was never published during his lifetime.  

As the story begins, Belacqua—a young version of Molloy, whose love is
divided between two women, Smeraldina-Rima and the little Alba—“wrestles
with his lusts and learning across vocabularies and continents, before a final
‘relapse into Dublin’” (The New Yorker). Youthfully exuberant and visibly
influenced by Joyce, Dream of Fair to Middling Women is a work of
extraordinary virtuosity. Beckett delights in the wordplay and sheer joy of
language that mark his later work. Above all, the story brims with the black
humor that, like brief stabs of sunlight, pierces the darkness of his vision.
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Samuel Beckett’s first novel and “literary landmark” (St. Petersburg Times), Dream of Fair to Middling
Women is a wonderfully savory introduction to the Nobel Prize–winning author. Written in the summer of
1932, when the twenty-six-year-old Beckett was poor and struggling to make ends meet, the novel offers a
rare and revealing portrait of the artist as a young man. Later on, Beckett would call the novel “the chest into
which I threw all my wild thoughts.” When he submitted it to several publishers, all of them found it too
literary, too scandalous, or too risky; it was never published during his lifetime.  

As the story begins, Belacqua—a young version of Molloy, whose love is divided between two women,
Smeraldina-Rima and the little Alba—“wrestles with his lusts and learning across vocabularies and
continents, before a final ‘relapse into Dublin’” (The New Yorker). Youthfully exuberant and visibly
influenced by Joyce, Dream of Fair to Middling Women is a work of extraordinary virtuosity. Beckett
delights in the wordplay and sheer joy of language that mark his later work. Above all, the story brims with
the black humor that, like brief stabs of sunlight, pierces the darkness of his vision.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Beckett’s signature fierceness and piercing insight into the lurching of the mind are already evident in this
early yet adept, high-energy, and boisterously libidinous novel.” (Booklist)

About the Author
Samuel Beckett was born in Ireland in 1906. His plays Waiting for Godot and Endgame revolutionized
modern theater, and his trilogy—Molloy, Mallone Dies, and The Unnamable—ranks among the major works
of twentieth-century fiction. He died in Paris in 1989.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joshua Canfield:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one
using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Dream of Fair to Middling Women: A Novel (Arcade
Classics) is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Mary Bunnell:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Dream of Fair to Middling Women: A
Novel (Arcade Classics) as the daily resource information.

Charles Owens:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a publication. The book Dream of Fair to Middling Women: A Novel (Arcade Classics)
it is very good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book.



You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
provides high quality.

Shad Broussard:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they get
a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Dream of Fair to Middling Women: A Novel (Arcade
Classics) to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing when you
including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling
about book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go
through it. Beside that the publication Dream of Fair to Middling Women: A Novel (Arcade Classics) can to
be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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