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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

A recurring theme throughout Anna Quindlen's How Reading Changed My Life is the comforting premise
that readers are never aone. "There was waking, and there was sleeping. And then there were books," she
writes, "akind of parallel universe in which anything might happen and frequently did, auniversein which |
might be a newcomer but never really astranger. My real, true world.” Later, she quotes editor Hazel
Rochman: "Reading makes immigrants of usall. It takes us away from home, but, most important, it finds
homes for us everywhere." Indeed, Quindlen's essays are full of the names of "friends," real or fictional--
Anne of Green Gables and Heidi; Anthony Trollope and Jane Austen, to name just a few--who have
comforted, inspired, educated, and delighted her throughout her life. In four short essays Quindlen shares her
thoughts on the act of reading itself ("It islike the rubbing of two sticks together to make afire, the act of
reading, an improbable pedestrian task that leads to heat and light"); analyzes the difference between how
men and women read (“there are very few books in which male characters, much less boys, are portrayed as
devoted readers"); and cheerfully defends middlebrow literature:

Most of those so-called middlebrow readers would have readily admitted that the Iliad set a
standard that could not be matched by What Makes Sammy Run? or Exodus. But any reader
with common sense would also understand intuitively, immediately, that such comparisons are
false, that the uses of reading are vast and variegated and that some of them are not addressed
by Homer.

The Canon, censorship, and the future of publishing, not to mention that of reading itself, are all subjects
Quindlen addresses with intelligence and optimism in a book that may not change your life, but will no doubt
remind you of other books that did. --Alix Wilber

From Publishers Weekly

In this pithy celebration of the power and joys of reading, Quindlen emphasizes that books are not simply a
means of imparting knowledge, but also away to strengthen emotional connectedness, to lessen isolation, to
explore alternate realities and to challenge the established order. To these ends much of the book forms a
pleafor intellectual freedom aswell as a personal paean to reading. Quindlen (One True Thing) recalls her
own early love affair with reading; writes with unabashed fervor of books that shaped her psychosexual
maturation (John Galsworthy's The Forsyte Saga, Mary McCarthy's The Group); and discusses the books
that made her aliberal committed to fighting social injustice (Dickens, the Bible). She compares reading
books to intimate friendship?both activities enable us to deconstruct the underpinnings of interpersonal
problems and relationships. Her analysis of the limitations of the computer screen is another rebuttal of those
who predict the imminent demise of the book. In order to further inspire potential readers, she includes her
own admittedly "arbitrary and capricious' reading lists? "The 10 books | would savein afire," "10 modern
novels that made me proud to be awriter," " 10 books that will help ateenager feel more human" and various
other categories. But most of al, like the columns she used to write for the New Y ork Times, thisessay is
tart, smart, full of quirky insights, lapidary and a pleasure to read. (Sept.) FYI: Thisisthelatest in
Ballantine's Library of Contemporary Thought.

Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Readers who miss best-selling novelist Quindlen's newspaper column will welcome the return of her
engaging voice in this latest addition to Ballanting's "Library of Contemporary Thought," a series of short,



inexpensive trade paperback originals. Never stodgy or academic, Quindlen ties her own experience to
reading habitsin general and the ways they have changed over the last 100 years, including the recent
influence of Oprah. She concludes with a series of arbitrary and capricious reading lists that could give
librarians ideas: "10 Books That Will Help a Teenager Feel More Human," "10 Mystery Novels I'd Most
Like To Find in a Summer Rental," “10 Modern Novels That Made Me Proud To Be a Writer," etc. This
little book for book lovers, an excellent choice for reading groups, is recommended for all libraries. ?Mary
Paumier Jones, Westminster P.L., Lafayette, CO

Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
James Hubbard:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are alot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you alot of new
facts. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someoneto
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this How Reading Changed My Life, you may tells your family, friendsin addition to soon
about yours publication. Y our knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Stan Smith:

The reason why? Because this How Reading Changed My Life is an unordinary book that the inside of the
reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this
book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you alot of benefits
than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want
to hesitate having that book? If | had been you | will go to the book store hurriedly.

Alice Winfied:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled How Reading Changed My Life your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each and
every word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get
just before. The How Reading Changed My Life giving you yet another experience more than blown away
your thoughts but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So now let usteach
you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like
winning agame. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?



AnneYoung:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. Y ou can take knowledge and information coming
from abook. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. On this
modern eralike today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just trying to find the How Reading Changed My Life when you essential it?
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