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Javanese Gamelan and the West studies the meaning, forms, and traditions of the
Javanese performing arts as they developed and changed through their contact
with Western culture. Authored by a gamelan performer, teacher, and scholar, the
book traces the adaptations in gamelan art as a result of Western colonialism in
nineteenth-century Java, showing how Western musical and dramatic practices
were domesticated by Javanese performers creating hybrid Javanese-Western art
forms, such as with the introduction of brass bands in gendhing mares court
music and West Javanese tanjidor/, and Western theatrical idioms in
contemporary wayang puppet plays. The book also examines the presentation of
Javanese gamelan to the West, detailing performances in World's Fairs and
American academia and considering its influence on Western performing arts and
musical and performance studies. The end result is a comprehensive treatment of
the formation of modern Javanese gamelan and a fascinating look at how an art
form dramatizes changes and developments in a culture. Sumarsam is a
University Professor of Music at Wesleyan University. He is the author of
Gamelan: Cultural Interaction and Musical Development in Central Java
(University of Chicago Press, 1995) and numerous articles in English and
Indonesian. As a gamelan musician and a keen amateur dhalang/ (puppeteer) of
Javanese wayang puppet play, he performs, conducts workshops, and lectures
throughout the US, Australia, Europe, and Asia.
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Javanese Gamelan and the West studies the meaning, forms, and traditions of the Javanese performing arts as
they developed and changed through their contact with Western culture. Authored by a gamelan performer,
teacher, and scholar, the book traces the adaptations in gamelan art as a result of Western colonialism in
nineteenth-century Java, showing how Western musical and dramatic practices were domesticated by
Javanese performers creating hybrid Javanese-Western art forms, such as with the introduction of brass
bands in gendhing mares court music and West Javanese tanjidor/, and Western theatrical idioms in
contemporary wayang puppet plays. The book also examines the presentation of Javanese gamelan to the
West, detailing performances in World's Fairs and American academia and considering its influence on
Western performing arts and musical and performance studies. The end result is a comprehensive treatment
of the formation of modern Javanese gamelan and a fascinating look at how an art form dramatizes changes
and developments in a culture. Sumarsam is a University Professor of Music at Wesleyan University. He is
the author of Gamelan: Cultural Interaction and Musical Development in Central Java (University of
Chicago Press, 1995) and numerous articles in English and Indonesian. As a gamelan musician and a keen
amateur dhalang/ (puppeteer) of Javanese wayang puppet play, he performs, conducts workshops, and
lectures throughout the US, Australia, Europe, and Asia.
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Editorial Review

Review
This book offers a sweeping overview of Javanese musical and cultural interactions with the rest of the
world, providing critique and reconsideration of the prevalent themes and ideas that have fascinated scholars
for decades. It will be essential reading, not only for Javanists but for scholars of postcolonialism in general.
--Sarah Weiss, Associate Professor, Department of Music, Yale University

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lucille Grant:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Javanese Gamelan and
the West (Eastman/Rochester Studies Ethnomusicology) that give your enjoyment preference will be
satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people
to know world much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that
reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So ,
for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick Javanese Gamelan and the
West (Eastman/Rochester Studies Ethnomusicology) become your starter.

Billie Luster:

This Javanese Gamelan and the West (Eastman/Rochester Studies Ethnomusicology) is great publication for
you because the content which can be full of information for you who have always deal with world and also
have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we
can point out no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole
information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with
beautiful delivering sentences. Having Javanese Gamelan and the West (Eastman/Rochester Studies
Ethnomusicology) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one.
We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that.
So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Vincent Johnson:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Javanese Gamelan and the West (Eastman/Rochester
Studies Ethnomusicology) can give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have factor
that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have Javanese Gamelan



and the West (Eastman/Rochester Studies Ethnomusicology).

Nancy Gump:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Javanese Gamelan and the West (Eastman/Rochester
Studies Ethnomusicology) was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
Javanese Gamelan and the West (Eastman/Rochester Studies Ethnomusicology) has many kinds or type.
Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel
that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make
you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.
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