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President Carter, who was able to negotiate peace between Israel and Egypt, has
remained deeply involved in Middle East affairs since leaving the White House.
He has stayed in touch with the major players from all sides in the conflict and
has made numerous trips to the Holy Land, most recently as an observer in the
Palestinian elections of 2006. In this book President Carter shares his intimate
knowledge of the history of the Middle East and his personal experiences of the
principal actors, and he addresses sensitive political issues many British and
American officials shy from. Palestine is a challenging and provocative book.
Pulling no punches, Carter prescribes steps that must be taken for the two states
to share the Holy Land without a system of apartheid or the constant fear of
terrorism.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
The crowning achievement of Jimmy Carter's presidency was the Camp David Accords between Israel and
Egypt, and he has continued his public and private diplomacy ever since, winning the Nobel Peace Prize in
2002 for his decades of work for peace, human rights, and international development. He has been a tireless
author since then as well, writing bestselling books on his childhood, his faith, and American history and
politics, but in Palestine: Peace Not Apartheid, he has returned to the Middle East and to the question of
Israel's peace with its neighbors--in particular, how Israeli sovereignty and security can coexist permanently
and peacefully with Palestinian nationhood.

It's a rare honor to ask questions of a former president, and we are grateful that President Carter was able to
take the time in between his work with his wife, Rosalynn, for the Carter Center and Habitat for Humanity
and his many writing projects to speak with us about his hopes for the region and his thoughts on the book.

A big thank you to President Carter for granting our request for an interview.

An Interview with President Jimmy Carter

 Q: What has been the importance of your own faith in your
continued interest in peace in the Middle East?
A: As a Christian, I worship the Prince of Peace. One of my
preeminent commitments has been to bring peace to the people who
live in the Holy Land. I made my best efforts as president and still
have this as a high priority.

Q: A common theme in your years of Middle East diplomacy has
been that leaders on both sides have often been more open to
discussion and change in private than in public. Do you think that's
still the case?

A: Yes. This is why private and intense negotiations can be successful. More accurately, however, my
premise has been that the general public (Jewish, Christian, and Muslim) are more eager for peace than their
political leaders. For instance, a recent poll done by the Hebrew University in Jerusalem showed that 58% of
Israelis and 81% of the Palestinians favor a comprehensive settlement similar to the Roadmap for Peace or
the Saudi proposal adopted by all 23 Arab nations and recently promoted by Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice. Tragically, there have been no substantive peace talks during the past six years.

Q: How have the war in Iraq and the increased strength of Iran (and the declarations of their leaders against
Israel) changed the conditions of the Israel-Palestine question?
A: Other existing or threatened conflicts in the region greatly increase the importance of Israel's having
peace agreements with its neighbors, to minimize overall Arab animosity toward both Israel and the United
States and reduce the threat of a broader conflict.

Q: Your use of the term "apartheid" has been a lightning rod in the response to your book. Could you explain
your choice? Were you surprised by the reaction?
A: The book is about Palestine, the occupied territories, and not about Israel. Forced segregation in the West



Bank and terrible oppression of the Palestinians create a situation accurately described by the word. I made it
plain in the text that this abuse is not based on racism, but on the desire of a minority of Israelis to confiscate
and colonize Palestinian land. This violates the basic humanitarian premises on which the nation of Israel
was founded. My surprise is that most critics of the book have ignored the facts about Palestinian persecution
and its proposals for future peace and resorted to personal attacks on the author. No one could visit the
occupied territories and deny that the book is accurate.

Q: You write in the book that "the peace process does not have a life of its own; it is not self-sustaining."
What would you recommend that the next American president do to revive it?
A: I would not want to wait two more years. It is encouraging that President George W. Bush has announced
that peace in the Holy Land will be a high priority for his administration during the next two years. On her
January trip to the region, Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice has called for early U.S.-Israeli-Palestinian
peace talks. She has recommended the 2002 offer of the Arab nations as a foundation for peace: full
recognition of Israel based on a return to its internationally recognized borders. This offer is compatible with
official U.S. Government policy, previous agreements approved by Israeli governments in 1978 and 1993,
and with the International Quartet's "roadmap for peace." My book proposes that, through negotiated land
swaps, this "green line" border be modified to permit a substantial number of Israelis settlers to remain in
Palestine. With strong U.S. pressure, backed by the U.N., Russia, and the European Community, Israelis and
Palestinians would have to come to the negotiating table.
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From Publishers Weekly
The term "good-faith" is almost inappropriate when applied to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, a bloody
struggle interrupted every so often by negotiations that turn out to be anything but honest. Nonetheless, thirty
years after his first trip to the Mideast, former President Jimmy Carter still has hope for a peaceful,
comprehensive solution to the region's troubles, delivering this informed and readable chronicle as an
offering to the cause. An engineer of the 1978 Camp David Accords and 2002 recipient of the Nobel Peace
Prize, Carter would seem to be a perfect emissary in the Middle East, an impartial and uniting diplomatic
force in a fractured land. Not entirely so. Throughout his work, Carter assigns ultimate blame to Israel,
arguing that the country's leadership has routinely undermined the peace process through its obstinate,
aggressive and illegal occupation of territories seized in 1967. He's decidedly less critical of Arab leaders,
accepting their concern for the Palestinian cause at face value, and including their anti-Israel rhetoric as a
matter of course, without much in the way of counter-argument. Carter's book provides a fine overview for
those unfamiliar with the history of the conflict and lays out an internationally accepted blueprint for peace.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.



From Publishers Weekly
It's hard to use standard criteria to assess this book. Former President Carter is not a very good reader; his
tone is flat, and his pronunciation sometimes difficult. Nor is he a literary stylist; there is neither music nor
imagery in his down-to-earth sentences. But Carter feels strongly that what he has to say is absent from
public discourse and policy decisions, and he knows that his status and voice provide authority to what might
otherwise be rejected out of hand as anti-Israeli propaganda. He explains that Israel has never complied with
U.N. Resolution 242 and others; has never lived up to its agreements made over the years in Washington,
Oslo and elsewhere; continues to grab land through settlements and placement of a wall well within
Palestinian territory; and still imprisons thousands of Palestinian men, women and children. While pointing
out many murderous and counterproductive moves of Arafat and various Palestinian groups, he pointedly
lays the blame for the current situation at the door of the Israelis and their Washington backers, with special
venom for Bush and Rice, who have been mute on the subject for six years—even during the invasion of
Lebanon. Many will dispute his facts and counter his views, but Carter maintains that if we really want to
understand and promote change in this region, we must know both sides of the story.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From School Library Journal
Adult/High School—This is not intended to be a scholarly work but rather a frank assessment of the current
state of affairs in the Middle East by an experienced elder statesman. Maintaining that "there is a formula for
peace with justice in this…portion of the world," ex-President Carter proceeds to argue his point with clarity
and urgency. His perspective derives from his term as president, his successful brokering of peace between
Egypt and Israel via the 1978 Camp David Accords, and his continued involvement with the
Israeli/Palestinian issue in the 30 ensuing years. He includes necessary historical context, traces the role of
the U.S. in each succeeding administration since he left office, and mentions vital roles played by Syria,
Jordan, Lebanon, and Saudi Arabia. Carter points to the 1979 Israeli-Egyptian peace treaty as proof that
"ancient enemies" can coexist and sees hope in the statistical majorities of both Israelis and Palestinians who
desire a resolution to conflict, despite the words and actions of some of their political leaders—whom he
labels the "obstacles to peace." Whether one is steeped in knowledge of the Middle East or new to the
subject, this book is essential reading, for it stimulates precisely the kind of dialogue that Carter believes is
necessary to prod all affected peoples beyond present roadblocks to a just and lasting peace.—Dori DeSpain,
Fairfax County Public Library, VA
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frederica Dawkins:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't desire
do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Palestine: Peace Not Apartheid. All type
of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.



Donald Labelle:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this Palestine: Peace Not Apartheid, it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours
guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Rigoberto Hamilton:

Why? Because this Palestine: Peace Not Apartheid is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication
waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next
to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such incredible way makes the content on the inside
easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
rewards than the other book include such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way.
So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Stacia Cobb:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you
personally is Palestine: Peace Not Apartheid this book consist a lot of the information with the condition of
this world now. This book was represented how do the world has grown up. The words styles that writer
value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is why
this book acceptable all of you.
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