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From the Castro bathhouses to AZT and the denial of AIDS in South Africa, this
sweeping look at AIDS covers the epidemic from all angles and across the world.
Engel seamlessly weaves together science, politics, and culture, writing with an
even hand—noting the excesses of the more radical edges of the ACT UP
movement as well as the conservative religious leaders who thought AIDS
victims deserved what they got.

The story of AIDS is one of the most compelling human dramas of our time, both
in its profound tragedy and in the extraordinary scientific efforts impelled on its
behalf. For gay Americans, it has been the story of the past generation, redefining
the community and the community's sexuality. For the Third World, AIDS has
created endless devastation, toppling economies, social structures, and whole
villages and regions. And the worst may yet be to come: AIDS is expanding
quickly into India, Russia, China, and elsewhere, while still raging insub-Saharan
Africa.

A distinguished medical historian, Engel lets his characters speak for themselves.
Whether gay activists, government officials, public health professionals,
scientists, or frightened parents of schoolchildren, they responded as best they
could to tragic happenstance that emerged seemingly from nowhere. There is
much drama here, and human weakness and heroism too. Writing with vivid
immediacy, Engel allows us to relive the short but tumultuous history of a
modern scourge.
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From the Castro bathhouses to AZT and the denial of AIDS in South Africa, this sweeping look at AIDS
covers the epidemic from all angles and across the world. Engel seamlessly weaves together science, politics,
and culture, writing with an even hand—noting the excesses of the more radical edges of the ACT UP
movement as well as the conservative religious leaders who thought AIDS victims deserved what they got.

The story of AIDS is one of the most compelling human dramas of our time, both in its profound tragedy and
in the extraordinary scientific efforts impelled on its behalf. For gay Americans, it has been the story of the
past generation, redefining the community and the community's sexuality. For the Third World, AIDS has
created endless devastation, toppling economies, social structures, and whole villages and regions. And the
worst may yet be to come: AIDS is expanding quickly into India, Russia, China, and elsewhere, while still
raging insub-Saharan Africa.

A distinguished medical historian, Engel lets his characters speak for themselves. Whether gay activists,
government officials, public health professionals, scientists, or frightened parents of schoolchildren, they
responded as best they could to tragic happenstance that emerged seemingly from nowhere. There is much
drama here, and human weakness and heroism too. Writing with vivid immediacy, Engel allows us to relive
the short but tumultuous history of a modern scourge.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. Perceptive and concise, but also conversational and impeccably thorough, Engel chronicles
humanity's relationship, from the first appearance of the new pathogen to the colossal struggles of today's
third-world countries, with a virus that "has proven itself a formidable foe, evading vaccines and antidotes,
while mocking our own imprudence, and self-indulgence." Covering the scientific, sexual, political,
economic and educational ramifications of the AIDS crisis, Engel pulls no punches in describing large- and
small-scale efforts to define, pursue, avoid and deny the virulent plague. After presenting the viral
onslaught's first, overlooked victims, he tracks the disease's progression into and throughout the gay
community and circles of intravenous drug-users, then into more mainstream populations. Touring
bathhouses in New York, heroin-shooting galleries in Burma, and brothels in Bangkok and Zimbabwe, Engel
describes how global centers of disease had to adapt-socially, civilly and medically-to face a dangerous new
world paradigm. Moreover, this study explores evolving treatments, resources and the lack thereof
throughout the world, and how the political, religious, and moral climates of any given culture influence the
medical community's response. Looking forward, Engel demonstrates how the disease continues to
challenge, and what societal changes are crucial to controlling viral progression. In his conclusion that AIDS
"has exposed much of what is worst in human nature," Engel sums up the importance of his work, which
reveals more than the history and character of a global crisis, but, in the world's response to such a crisis, the
limitations and potential of humankind.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

About the Author

Jonathan Engel received his BA from Harvard, his MBA from the Yale School of Management, and his PhD
in the history of medicine from Yale. He has served on White House medical advisory committees and
various other health advisory boards. He is Associate Provost of Seton Hall University. Dr. Engel lives with
his family in Millburn, New Jersey.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nathan Ware:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As
we know that book is very important for people. The book The Epidemic: A History of Aids has been
making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The reserve The Epidemic: A History of Aids is not only giving you more new
information but also to get your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read
your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book The Epidemic: A History of Aids. You never feel lose
out for everything in case you read some books.



Paul Flynn:

The e-book with title The Epidemic: A History of Aids contains a lot of information that you can understand
it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new understanding the information that exist
in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to understand how
the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new era of the glowbal growth. You
can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Bruce Healy:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to you
is The Epidemic: A History of Aids this guide consist a lot of the information from the condition of this
world now. That book was represented how does the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer
make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes this
book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.

Dolores Mann:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims The
Epidemic: A History of Aids.
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