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The harrowing, utterly original debut novel by Uzodinma Iweala about the life of
achild soldier in awar-torn African country—now a critically-acclaimed Netflix
original film directed by Cary Fukunaga (True Detective) and starring Idris Elba
(Mandela, The Wire).

Ascivil war ragesin an unnamed West-African nation, Agu, the school-aged
protagonist of this stunning debut novel, is recruited into aunit of guerilla
fighters. Haunted by his father’ s own death at the hands of militants, which he
fled just before witnessing, Agu is vulnerable to the dangerous yet paternal
nature of his new commander.

While the war rages on, Agu becomes increasingly divorced from the life he had
known before the conflict started—allife of school friends, church services, and
time with hisfamily, still intact. As he vividly recalls these sunnier times, his
daily reality continues to spin further downward into inexplicable brutality,
primal fear, and loss of selfhood. In a powerful, strikingly original voice,
Uzodinma Iweal a leads the reader through the random travels, betrayals, and
violence that mark Agu’s new community. Electrifying and engrossing, Beasts of
No Nation announces the arrival of an extraordinary new writer.
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The harrowing, utterly original debut novel by Uzodinma lweala about the life of achild soldier in awar-
torn African country—now a critically-acclaimed Netflix original film directed by Cary Fukunaga (True
Detective) and starring Idris Elba (Mandela, The Wire).

Ascivil war ragesin an unnamed West-African nation, Agu, the school-aged protagonist of this stunning
debut novel, isrecruited into a unit of guerilla fighters. Haunted by his father’s own death at the hands of
militants, which he fled just before witnhessing, Agu is vulnerabl e to the dangerous yet paternal nature of his
new commander.

While the war rages on, Agu becomes increasingly divorced from the life he had known before the conflict
started—a life of school friends, church services, and time with his family, still intact. Ashe vividly recalls
these sunnier times, his daily reality continues to spin further downward into inexplicable brutality, primal
fear, and loss of selfhood. In a powerful, strikingly original voice, Uzodinma Iweala leads the reader through
the random travels, betrayals, and violence that mark Agu’'s new community. Electrifying and

engrossing, Beasts of No Nation announces the arrival of an extraordinary new writer.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Sarred Review. Iwealas viscera debut is unrelenting in its brutality and unremitting in its intensity. Agu, the
precocious, gentle son of avillage schoolteacher father and a Bible-reading mother, is dragooned into an
unnamed West African nation's mad civil war—a dlip of a boy forced, almost overnight, to shoulder a
soldier's bloody burden. The preteen protagonist is molded into a fighting man by his demented guerrilla
leader and, after witnessing his father's savage dlaying, by an inchoate need to belong to some kind of family,
no matter how depraved. He becomes akiller, gripped by a muddied sense of revenge as he butchers a
mother and daughter when his ragtag unit raids a defenseless village; starved for both food and affection, he
is sodomized by his commandant and rewarded with extrafood scraps and a dry place to sleep. The subject
of the 23-year-old novelist's story—Ilwealais American born of Nigerian descent—is gripping enough. But
even more stunning is the extraordinarily original voice with which thistale istold. The impressionistic
narration by a boy constantly struggling to understand the incomprehensible is always breathless, often
breathtaking and sometimes heartbreaking. Its odd singsong cadence and twisted use of tense take afew
pages to get used to, but Iweald's electrifying prose soon enough propels a harrowing read. (Nov. 8)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From The New Y orker

This startling début by a young American-Nigerian writer follows the fortunes of Agu, achild soldier
fighting in the civil war of an unnamed African country. Iweala's acute imagining of Agu's perspective
allows him to depict the war as a mesh of bestial pleasures and pain. As seen through Agu's eyes, machetes
sound like music, and bodies come apart on roads so cracked that you can see "the red mud bleeding from
underneath." Agu has a child's primitive drive that enables him to survive his descent into hell, and, despite
the brutality he witnesses and participatesin, to keep hold of something resembling optimism. The contrast
between his belief in the future and the horrific descriptions of the world around him makes Agu a haunting
narrator.

Copyright © 2006 The New Yorker

From Bookmarks Magazine

Iwedla, 23, afirst-time novelist, does not know violence firsthand. But as an undergraduate at Harvard, he
traveled to Nigeria, conducted research, and turned his senior thesis (directed by Jamaica Kincaid) into a
novel. Thetopic couldn’t be timelier: an estimated 100,000 to 300,000 child soldiers currently fight in armed
conflicts around the world. Written in an appropriately choppy, raw present-tense that captures Agu’s
visceral, gut-wrenching emotions as he kills innocent women and children, Beasts introduces a powerful new
voicein fiction. It's not an easy one to swallow, however. But despite Agu’s transformation, critics remained
astonishingly sympathetic to him until the end. Though circumstances may shape people forever, "lweaa
seems to tell usin this potent work, no one—especially a child—is ever totally beyond hope" (San Francisco
Chronicle).

Copyright © 2004 Phillips & Nelson Media, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Alyson Hardy:

The book Beasts of No Nation: A Novel (P.S.) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. Y ou
should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting stress
or having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Beasts of No Nation: A Novel
(P.S.) to become your hahit, you can get much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. Y ou are able to know everything if you like open and read a
guide Beasts of No Nation: A Novel (P.S.). Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Nancy Wiersma:

Nowadays reading books be alittle more than want or need but also work as alife style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book thisimprove your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense
happy read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Beasts of No
Nation: A Novel (P.S.) iskind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Edward Brown:

The book with title Beasts of No Nation: A Novel (P.S.) contains alot of information that you can study it.
You can get alot of profit after read this book. That book exist new knowledge the information that exist in
this reserve represented the condition of the world today. That isimportant to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the internationalization. Y ou can read
the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Rachel Chaney:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. Y ou need to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update regarding something by book.
Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is Beasts of No Nation: A
Novel (P.S)).
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