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This book explores how English legal culture, deeply imbued with the ideas and
practices of common law, engaged with the new intellectual, institutional and
cultural changes of the Enlightenment. It argues that common law survived as an
important part of English legal culture because it was able to meet the various
challenges posed by Enlightenment rationalism and civic and commercial
discourse. Drawing on works of jurisprudence, legal histories, manuals of law
and notebooks of legal practice, and looking in detail at four pivotal, widely-
discussed cases, the book illuminates the ways in which common law custom and
tradition continued to be valued foundations for the authority of law, even during
a period of political change, commercial growth and philosophical rationalism.
Exploring the challenges to and adaptations within common law thinking in
England in the late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries, the book reveals
that the common law played a much wider role beyond the legal world in shaping
Enlightenment concepts. JULIA RUDOLPH is Associate Professor of History at
North Carolina State University. She is the author of Revolution by Degrees:
James Tyrrell and Whig Political Thought in the Late Seventeenth Century
(Palgrave Macmillan, 2002), and of various articles on gender, crime, and the
history of the book in early modern England. She has also edited a collection of
theoretical and interdisciplinary essays entitled History and Nation (Bucknell
University Press, 2006).
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This book explores how English legal culture, deeply imbued with the ideas and practices of common law,
engaged with the new intellectual, institutional and cultural changes of the Enlightenment. It argues that
common law survived as an important part of English legal culture because it was able to meet the various
challenges posed by Enlightenment rationalism and civic and commercial discourse. Drawing on works of
jurisprudence, legal histories, manuals of law and notebooks of legal practice, and looking in detail at four
pivotal, widely-discussed cases, the book illuminates the ways in which common law custom and tradition
continued to be valued foundations for the authority of law, even during a period of political change,
commercial growth and philosophical rationalism. Exploring the challenges to and adaptations within
common law thinking in England in the late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries, the book reveals that
the common law played a much wider role beyond the legal world in shaping Enlightenment concepts.
JULIA RUDOLPH is Associate Professor of History at North Carolina State University. She is the author of
Revolution by Degrees: James Tyrrell and Whig Political Thought in the Late Seventeenth Century
(Palgrave Macmillan, 2002), and of various articles on gender, crime, and the history of the book in early
modern England. She has also edited a collection of theoretical and interdisciplinary essays entitled History
and Nation (Bucknell University Press, 2006).
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Editorial Review

Review
Julia Rudolph's aim in this rich and broad-ranging book is to challenge this interpretation of the eighteenth
century decline of common-law jurisprudence into irrelevance. JOURNAL OF MODERN HISTORY

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Beatrice Pearson:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Common Law and Enlightenment in England, 1689-1750
(Studies in Early Modern Cultural, Political and Social History).

Ricky Bodkin:

The book Common Law and Enlightenment in England, 1689-1750 (Studies in Early Modern Cultural,
Political and Social History) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book Common Law and
Enlightenment in England, 1689-1750 (Studies in Early Modern Cultural, Political and Social History)?
Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many data for us.
It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you
take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Common Law and
Enlightenment in England, 1689-1750 (Studies in Early Modern Cultural, Political and Social History) has
simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by
open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Lisa Robinson:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Common Law and Enlightenment in England,
1689-1750 (Studies in Early Modern Cultural, Political and Social History) can be the solution, oh how
comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this
new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?



Armida Shipman:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. With this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of
the Common Law and Enlightenment in England, 1689-1750 (Studies in Early Modern Cultural, Political
and Social History) when you necessary it?
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