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Mark Doty's Fire to Fire collects the best of his seven books of poetry, along
with a generous selection of new work. His signature style encompasses both the
plainspoken and the artfully wrought, as one of contemporary American poetry's
most lauded, recognizable voices speaks to the crises and possibilities of our
time.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

SignatureReviewed by Reginald ShepherdDoty's first book, Turtle, Svan, appeared in 1987. He has
published six books of poetry and four memoirs, all excellent, since. This hefty selection from his seven
collections, plus a generous sheaf of new poems, should solidify his position as a star of contemporary
American poetry. Doty's poetic career really took off with My Alexandria (1993), his third book, which made
his reputation. Fire to Fire contains only two poems from his first two books—Adonis Theatre, about an old
movie palace turned gay porno theater, and The Death of Antinous, about the Roman emperor Hadrian's
lover's afterlife in statuary, both of which are meditations on representation, absence and desire. Desire, and
its capacity to transform and transfigure, is one of Doty's main themes. Enough desire (so often mixed, as
T.S. Eliot wrote, with memory) can make us as beautiful as the objects of our desire. Unlike many of his
contemporaries, Doty has never eschewed beauty. Indeed, beauty, its unlikely, often unexpected, yet constant
recurrence and its elusive fleetingness, is central, as demonstrated by several new poemstitled Theory of
Beauty, each with a parenthetical specific occasion. Beauty isfound everywhere in Doty's poems, in a band
playing cast-off chemical drumsin Times Square, even in Chet Baker falling from an Amsterdam hotel
window: ablur of buds//breathing in the lindens/and you let go and why not.Thetitle poem Fire to Fire, from
School of the Arts (2005) is a gorgeous meditation on the way that life's fire infuses the world, in sunflowers,
goldfinches, and even a neighbor's puppy: fire longs to meet itself/flaring, longing wants a multiplicity of
faces,//branching and branching out. The selections from The Vault (which really needsto be read in its
entirety) revea the poetry in men meeting other men's bodies in a sex club, incorporating references to the
Middle English poem Western Wind and to James Wright's A Blessing, and including a subtle revision of
Rilke's Orpheus. Eurydice. Hermes in which the men are deep in the club's mine of souls, that shaft where
inner and outer//grow indissoluble. At times the poems unnecessarily explain what their vivid images and
striking phrases makes clear, but the commitment to the particular, and to its possibilities, is unwavering. As
Doty writesin Ararat, Any small thing can save you. The poems combine close attention to the fragile,
contingent things of the world with the constant, almost unavoidable chance of transcendence, since desire
can make anything into a god.Reginald Shepherd's most recent books are Fata Morgana, poems, and the
just-published Orpheus in the Bronx, prose on poetry.
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From Booklist

The word that keeps leaping to mind, as you read through this gratifyingly thick collection of poems, is
fluent. Doty’ s facility with his chosen form—usually unrhymed stanzas of two, three, and four lines each, the
meter floating between three beats and four—is so natural that the craft in hiswork is all but invisible; he
makes the damnably difficult look deceptively simple. Thisimpression of ease may also have something to
do with the sense that Doty has found some breathing room, in his work and his private life. His death-
haunted poems from earlier books about the age of AIDS—"an acronym, a vacant / four-letter cipher / that
draws meaningsinto itself, / reconstitutes the world”—give way here to recent poems about a more hopeful
life with new friends, new vistas, new narratives, all rendered in away that feels at once confessional and
universal. Not that death’ s irrel evant—ghosts and apparitions, such as spotting John Berryman having lunch
in adiner in Chelsea, still make regular appearances—but the poet has made his peace with it. --Kevin Nance

Review
“Mark Doty till finds wonder in aworld of confusion and hardships...a much-needed book of new and
selected older poems by Doty.”
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Evelyn Nielson:

The book Fireto Fire: New and Selected Poems give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. Y ou
can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book Fireto Fire: New and
Selected Poems to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase
your knowledge about afew or all subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like open and read areserve
Fireto Fire New and Selected Poems. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Ena Clark:

The event that you get from Fire to Fire: New and Selected Poems is a more deep you searching the
information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to be aware of but Fireto Fire: New and Selected Poems giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by anyone who read it because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it
easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for
having this particular Fire to Fire: New and Selected Poems instantly.

Kelly Cohn:

Areyou kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short space of timeto read it because al of thistime you only find publication that need more
time to be read. Fire to Fire: New and Selected Poems can be your answer because it can be read by a person
who have those short spare time problems.

Joseph Yancey:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may haveit in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Fire to Fire: New and Selected Poems can give you a
lot of buddies because by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make you
actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make
you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have Fireto Fire: New and Selected Poems.
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