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Jazz: Essential Listening provides all the materials students need to listen to,
understand, and love jazz. Written by two master storytellers, this new brief text
combines a dynamic listening experience with vivid narrative history, must-hear
masterworks, and a superior eMedia package to reveal the excitement of America
s quintessential music. Authors Scott DeVeaux and Gary Giddins write with
intellectual bite, eloquence, and the passion of unabashed fans. They explain
what jazz is, where it came from, how it works, and who created it, all within the
broader context of American life and culture.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The difficulties of writing cogently about jazz—of discerning musical regularities in a genre built around
improvisatory jams, and a narrative thread that transcends haphazard biography—are admirably addressed in
this history. Critic Giddins (Bing Crosby) and historian DeVeaux (The Birth of Bebop) have an easier task in
the book's first half, which traces jazz's coalescence in New Orleans out of varied strands of black music, its
shaping by Armstrong, Ellington and other giants and its efflorescence in the big band era as the soundtrack
of the American century. The tune grows unavoidably less catchy as postwar bebop and successor avant-
garde tendencies transform jazz into a self-conscious art music epitomized by John Coltrane's existential
squawk. (The authors maintain a cordial respect for every strain of modern jazz except Kenny G: There are
many things to dislike about smooth jazz—for example, everything, they sputter.) The multimedia work
contains moment-by-moment exegeses of classic recordings (2:13: [Artie] Shaw's line climaxes on a
dramatic high note) that readers can find on the publisher's Web site, along with study aids. The authors'
fluent, engaging treatment mixes scholarly lore and sociocultural analysis with piquant character studies and
rapt evocations of musical artistry; the result is a treasure-trove for fans and students alike. Photos. (Oct.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
In this vivid history of jazz, from its roots in the late 19th century to the present, two exceptional authors, a
leading scholar and a respected critic, write with intellectual bite, eloquence, and the passion of unabashed
fans. They explain what jazz is, where it came from, how it works and who created it; all within the broader
context of Also included a comprehensive 4-CD set of 78 works, recorded from 1916 to the present, features
landmark classics as well as innovative departures from the standard canon. Each work is accompanied by a
Listening Guide that takes you inside the music to hear and feel it as the musicians do.

About the Author
Scott DeVeaux is a nationally recognized jazz scholar whose 1997 book The Birth of Bebop: A Social and
Musical History won the American Book Award, an ASCAP–Deems Taylor Award, the Otto Kinkeldey
Award from the American Musicological Society, and the ARSC Award for Excellence in Historical Sound
Research. He has taught jazz history at the University of Virginia for more than 25 years.

Gary Giddins is the Executive Director of the Leon Levy Center for Biography at the City University of New
York. He was the Village Voice jazz columnist for over 30 years and remains a preeminent jazz critic who
received the National Book Critics Circle Award, the Ralph J. Gleason Music Book Award, and the Bell
Atlantic Award for Visions of Jazz: The First Century in 1998. His other books include Bing Crosby: A
Pocketful of Dreams: The Early Years, 1903–1940, which won the Ralph J. Gleason Music Book Award and
the ARSC Award for Excellence in Historical Sound Research; Weatherbird: Jazz at the Dawn of Its Second
Century; Faces in the Crowd; Natural Selection; Warning Shadows; and biographies of Louis Armstrong and
Charlie Parker. He has won an unparalleled six ASCAP–Deems Taylor Awards, a Guggenheim Fellowship,
and a Peabody Award in Broadcasting.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Lori Gravitt:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people
in the world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great and important the book Jazz -. All type of book is it
possible to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Karen Baskin:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Jazz - book is readable by simply you who hate those straight word style.
You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly decrease
the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer connected with Jazz - content conveys objective easily to
understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different
available as it. So , do you even now thinking Jazz - is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Pablo McNamara:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Jazz - can be the reply, oh how
comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new
era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Angela Strange:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their
interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
So , this Jazz - can make you sense more interested to read.
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