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The sixth edition of Observation Skills for Effective Teaching focuses on
observing others and incorporating the right tools, knowledge, and skillsinto
your own practice — key principal means by which you can become an effective
and professional teacher.

Using thistext, you will learn to observe in the following eight areas: learning
climate, classroom management, lesson clarity, instructional variety, task
orientation, student engagement, student success, and higher thought processes.
These eight areas have been found by researchers to be related to desirable
cognitive, social, and emotional outcomesin learners. This book will also teach
you how to decide what to observe, how to effectively and efficiently observein
the classroom, and how to apply what you have learned through observation to
grow as areflective teacher. In addition, the book provides methodological
concepts, observation instruments, and dial ogues designed to help you see and
practice research-based patterns of effective teaching.
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Editorial Review
From the Back Cover

Do you want to begin developing the skills and competencies you need to become an effective, accountable
teacher?

The sixth edition of Observation Skills for Effective Teaching focuses on one of the principal means by
which

you can become an effective and professional teacher—by observing others and incorporating the best of
what you see and hear into you own practice.

Using thistext, you will learn to observe in the following eight areas found by researchers to be related to
desirable cognitive, social and emotional outcomes in learners. learning climate, classroom management,
lesson clarity, instructional variety, task orientation, student engagement, student success, and higher thought
processes.

This book will also teach you how to decide what to observe, how to effectively and efficiently observein
the

classroom, and how to apply what you have learned through observation to grow as a reflective teacher. In
addition, the book provides methodological concepts, observation instruments, and dialogues designed to
help you see and practice research-based patterns of effective teaching.

New to this Edition:

- Revised! More than 50 revised and updated observation instruments and records create an easily accessible
handbook for your first classroom. In this edition these observation instruments have been better formatted
for reproduction and classroom use and are now assembled in one easy-to-access place (Appendix B) in the
book.

- New! Expanded and updated activities at the end of each chapter, aligned with the National Board for
Professional Teaching Standards (NBPTS) and the Interstate New Teacher Assessment and Support
Consortium (INTASC) principles, reinforce the important role of research-based teaching practices as they
prompt you to learn and practice observing specific effective teaching practices.

- New! Expanded coverage of instructional media and technology and its importance to effective teaching
behaviors. For More Information sections now include websites keyed to each effective teaching behavior
presented.

- Updated! In addition to updated sections on teaching culturally, linguistically, and academically diverse
learners within each chapter, discussions and citations have been added to emphasize the importance of
differentiated instruction and what to observe in today’ s heterogeneous classrooms.

- New! Additional discussion and references on the socia dynamics of the classroom, including reference to
the work of Robert Pianta, appears particularly in Chapter 2.

- Expanded! Glossary of Key Concepts provides a convenient reference for reviewing and studying the
professional language in preparation for national and state certification exams.

About the Author

Gary Borich grew up on the south side of Chicago, where he attended Mendel High School and later taught
in the public school system of Niles, Illinois. He received his doctoral degree from Indiana University, where
he was director of evaluation at the Institute for Child Study. Dr. Borich is professor of Educational
Psychology and a Cissy McDaniel Parker Endowed Fellow in the College of Education at the University of



Texas at Austin and past member of the Board of Examiners of the National Council for the Accreditation of
Teacher Education. Dr. Borich's other books include Effective Teaching Methods, Seventh Edition;
Educational Assessment for the Elementary and Middle School Classroom, Second Edition (with M.
Tombari); Clearly Outstanding: Making Each Day Count in Your Classroom; Becoming a Teacher: An
Inquiring Dialogue for the Beginning Teacher; Educational Psychology: A Contemporary Approach, Second
Edition (with M. Tombari); Educational Testing and Measurement, Ninth Edition (with T. Kubiszyn); and
The Appraisal of Teaching: Concepts and Process; and Teacher Behavior and Pupil Self Concept. Dr.
Borich livesin Austin, Texas, with hiswife, Kathy, and children, Brandy and Damon.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.

Peoplein all walks of life want to know how they can acquire the skills and competencies to become a
professional in their field. All of uswant to become experts or professionals, but we know that it requires
more than simply a desire to be good at what we do. This book focuses on one of the primary means by
which you can become a professional—by observing others and incorporating what you see and hear into
your own behavior.

To be sure, this process requires more than simply watching others who are competent in their jobs. To
become competent at teaching, you must know what to look for, and you must have aframework or structure
by which what is observed can be made meaningful for your own behavior. Other skills are needed, too. Y ou
must be psychologically ready and physically prepared to observe, have tools for categorizing and recording
what you see, and have a knowledge of content and methods. But even this is not enough: To become a
professional, you must understand the patterns and sequences of effective teaching that make all of the parts
work asawhole.

Where do effective teachers learn to make the parts work as awhole? How do they bring their natural
abilities, knowledge of content and teaching methods, and professional goals together into a harmonious
pattern of intelligent behavior to become a professional ? It isn't from books or training sessions alone—these
can focus on only asmall number of activities. It isn't from teaching experience, either—the hectic pace of
the classroom makes it impossible for many teachers to reflect on their own patterns of behavior. Only
through observing more experienced teachers can all of these ingredients be brought together into a
meaningful pattern to be modeled in your own classroom. These patterns of practice—not individual
techniques, strategies, or methods alone—make teachers effective.

Aswe will seein thistext, the purpose of observation isto improve yourself. Plans for self-improvement are
realistic when they are based on your own unigue strengths and challenges and on the school context in
which they areto occur. The importance of thislatter point is not always recognized: A teaching activity that
is effective in one school or classroom may not be effective in another. No amount of student teaching,
experience or formal instruction can prepare you to teach in every classroom context. Although student
teaching and instruction can point you in the right direction to maximize your growth, the realities of a
specific classroom and the students within it will determine what and how much you learn and grow asa
teacher. Thisisthe unique function of classroom observation: to understand teaching within specific
classrooms of learners, and to develop a program of self-improvement based on that understanding. In short,
the dimensions of effective teaching ultimately must be defined by the qualities and characteristics of those
who must be taught. Thisiswhy classroom observation is so important: It reveals the patterns of practice by
which real teachers—professiona s—refine and match the dimensions of effective teaching most appropriate
to a specific population of learners.

To accomplish this goal, this book presents effective teaching practices that can be observed during three
stages of your career-preteaching, student teaching, and induction- (first-) year teaching. At each of these



stages this text provides competencies for preparing you to observe, learning how to . observe, and knowing
what to observe.

ORGANIZATION OF THISTEXT

Chapter 1 focuses on the close and necessary relationship between personal attributes for successful living
and professional competence. It explores the characteristics that make an individual successful as a person as
well as a professional—characteristics that you will learn from classroom observation.

Chapters 2 and 3 focus on the psychologica preparation and attitudes important to observing the complex
sequences of events that occur in classrooms. These chapters explain why observation isimportant (chapter
2) and how to prepare for transforming the casual process of looking into the systematic process of
observing, from which your teaching can grow (chapter 3).

Chapter 4 is devoted to the technical competence that must precede systematic observation. This chapter
describes the tool s that observers use to record life in classrooms and to organize their observationsin useful
ways. You will learn how to develop and use simple tools of observation, and how to revise them tofit a
particular school context and your own self-improvement goals.

Chapters 5 through 12 present the framework or lenses through which life in classrooms can be organized
and made meaningful. Observation skills are presented according to eight areas found by researchersto be
related to desirable cognitive, social and emotional outcomesin learners. These eight areas, each containing
patterns for observing effective teaching, are learning climate, classroom management, lesson clarity,
instructional variety, task orientation, student engagement in the learning process, student success, and
higher thought processes. Each chapter in this section combines a study of observation skills with the
patterns of effective teaching practice identified in the research literature. The methodological concepts,
observation instruments, and dialogues they contain are designed to help the observer see and practice
research-based patterns of effective teaching. Thisis the unique focus of Observation Skills for Effective
Teaching, Fourth Edition.

NEW TO THISEDITION

The fourth edition has a new look. To make the book more practical for students, we have continued to allow
copying of more than 40 observation instruments and records, increasing its value as a handbook and
recording tool that can be carried into the classroom.

Second, this edition is now aligned with the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards (NBPTS)
and the Interstate New Teacher Assessment and Support Consortium (INTASC) principles and standards, so
that you learn the important role that research-based effective teaching behaviors play in the larger regional
and national certification process. These national standards—prepared mostly by and for teachers—indicate
what teachers should be able to do, along with a voluntary system to certify teachers who meet these
standards. In this text you learn and practice observing specific effective teaching behaviors for meeting
these national certification standards.

Y ou will also notice that we have expanded the important role of instructional media and technology and
emphasized itsimportance to effective teaching behaviors. To reinforce this emphasis, we have added an
end-of-chapter section titled "For More Information™ which highlights Web-based information for the
teacher keyed to each of our effective teaching behaviors.

Readers of previous editions will also see that we have integrated into our discussions the most recent
findings on teaching culturally diverse students. While updating sections on cultural diversity at the end of



each chapter, we have added additional discussions and citations within chapters to emphasize the
importance of how to teach in culturally diverse classrooms.

We also have added to this edition a Glossary of Key Concepts—or "at aglance" summary of some of the
most important professional terms and concepts provided in the text. The Glossary is an easy-to-access
reference for reviewing and studying the professional language of teaching and some of the most important
principles and concepts which underlie this language. In the text, glossary entries appear in bold.

These changes, along with the most recent references and presentation of new research, make this edition
even more user friendly and practical for the beginning teacher than previous editions.

USESOF THISTEXT

This book can be used in several ways. First, it may be used as a companion volume to Effective Teaching
Methods, Fourth Edition (Borich, 2000, and its Fifth Edition, 2003), in which some of these same
pedagogical concepts are presented in a methods text format. In Observation Skills for Effective Teaching,
students learn how to observe and practice many of the behaviors and patterns of practice presented in
Effective Teaching Methods, Fourth Edition.

Second, this text can be used for a preteaching or observation course taken prior to, or in conjunction with, a
methods course. Thus, it can serve as an advance organizer for more specific and pedagogically oriented
courses that follow.

Third, this text may be used as a resource during student teaching and beginning teaching to provide a
direction and foundation for a program of self-improvement, training, and mentoring. It provides many
practical tools for teacher self-development and renewal throughout the early years of teaching. In each of
these applications, the major goal of thistext is to sensitize the beginning teacher, through observation, to
patterns of effective teaching and to begin the process of self-improvement based upon these effective
teaching patterns.

SPECIAL FEATURES
Some special features of Observation Sills for Effective Teaching, Fourth Edition, are

- Beginning chapters (why observe?, preparing to observe, and how to observe) that prepare the beginning
teacher for the psychological, technical, and cognitive demands of observing in classrooms.

- Integration of the most recent research findings on the dimensions of learning climate, classroom
management, lesson clarity, instructional variety, task orientation, student engagement in the learning
process, student success, and higher thought processes and performance outcomes, with discussions of why
these dimensions are important and how they can be integrated to form patterns of effective teach...

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ruth Beadley:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time?



What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question simply because
just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on guarderia until university need that Observation Skills for Effective Teaching (6th Edition) to
read.

Jolie Browne:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the erawhich is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to you actualy is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Observation Skills
for Effective Teaching (6th Edition) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Henry Howell:

The publication untitled Observation Skills for Effective Teaching (6th Edition) is the reserve that
recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually.
The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did alot
of study when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. Y ou also could possibly get the e-book of Observation Skills for Effective Teaching (6th Edition)
from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Kevin Diaz:

Y ou may get this Observation Skills for Effective Teaching (6th Edition) by visit the bookstore or Mall.
Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones knowledge.
Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this book
simply by e-book. In the modern eralike now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what
your prablem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for
you.
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