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This much-needed book fully integrates principles of pastoral care, leadership,
and theology to restore to ministers a clearly defined pastoral identity. Moving
from a critique of inadequate models for ministry -- from community organizer to
T. V. evangelist -- Oden develops a more classical model, rich in its references to
the past and compatible both with Christian faith and theology through the ages
and with current needs.

Reconciling classical tradition with practice, Pastoral Theology will be a
standard resource and reference in the field. Oden distills the best ideas of the
two millennia of ecumenical Christian thinking concerning what pastors are and
do. Pastoral Theology provides the foundational knowledge of the pastoral office
requisite to the practice of ministry. It will be of interest to persons preparing for
ordination in its review of key issues; at the same time, Pastoral Theology will
appeal to all those who have considered entering the ministry, those who want to
know more about what clergy do and why, and those ministers who want to
review their ongoing work in the light of a systematic reflection on the pastoral
gifts and tasks.
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Editorial Review

From the Publisher
Reconciling tradition with practice, this monumental resource fully integrates principles of pastoral care,
leadership, and theology to restore to ministers a clearly defined pastoral identity.

From the Back Cover
This much-needed book fully integrated principles of pastoral care, leadership, and theology to restore to
ministers a clearly defined pastoral identity. Moving from a critique of inadequate models for ministry----
from community organizer to T.V. evangelist----Oden develops a more classical model, rich in its references
to the past and compatible both with Christian faith and theology through the ages and with current needs.

About the Author

Thomas C. Oden is the Henry Anson Buttz Professor of Theology and Ethics at Drew University and the
author of more than twenty widely read books, including Pastoral Theology, Agenda for Theology, and
Kerygma and Counseling. He is also the general editor of the pioneering series The Ancient Christian
Commentary on Scripture.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Regina Noble:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Pastoral Theology: Essentials of Ministry. Try to stumble through
book Pastoral Theology: Essentials of Ministry as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend
when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know almost everything by the
book. So , we should make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Janice Oconnell:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Pastoral Theology: Essentials of Ministry
guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be understand by
anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill
only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism Pastoral Theology: Essentials of
Ministry as good book not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break
don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh
come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.



Sara Burns:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the books in the
top record in your reading list is usually Pastoral Theology: Essentials of Ministry. This book and that is
qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking right up and
review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Karen Morris:

You will get this Pastoral Theology: Essentials of Ministry by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just simply
viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of
this book are various. Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the
modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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