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Leila Abouzeid, whose novel Year of the Elephant has gone through six
reprintings, has now translated her childhood memoir into English. Published in
Rabat in 1993 to critical acclaim, the work brings to life the interlocking dramas
of family ties and political conflict.

Against a background of Morocco's struggle for independence from French
colonial rule, Abouzeid charts the development of personal relationships,
between generations as well as between husbands and wives. Abouzeid's father is
a central figure; as a strong advocate of Moroccan nationalism, he was frequently
imprisoned by the French and his family forced to flee the capital. Si Hmed was a
public hero, but the young daughter's memories of her famous father and of the
family's plight because of his political activities are not so idyllic.

The memoir utilizes multiple voices, especially those of women, in a manner
reminiscent of the narrative strategies of the oral tradition in Moroccan culture.
Return to Childhood may also be classified as an autobiography, a form only now
gaining respect as a valid literary genre in the Middle East. Abouzeid's own
introduction and Elizabeth Fernea's foreword discuss this new development in
Arabic literature.
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Leila Abouzeid, whose novel Year of the Elephant has gone through six reprintings, has now translated her
childhood memoir into English. Published in Rabat in 1993 to critical acclaim, the work brings to life the
interlocking dramas of family ties and political conflict.

Against a background of Morocco's struggle for independence from French colonial rule, Abouzeid charts
the development of personal relationships, between generations as well as between husbands and wives.
Abouzeid's father is a central figure; as a strong advocate of Moroccan nationalism, he was frequently
imprisoned by the French and his family forced to flee the capital. Si Hmed was a public hero, but the young
daughter's memories of her famous father and of the family's plight because of his political activities are not
so idyllic.

The memoir utilizes multiple voices, especially those of women, in a manner reminiscent of the narrative
strategies of the oral tradition in Moroccan culture. Return to Childhood may also be classified as an
autobiography, a form only now gaining respect as a valid literary genre in the Middle East. Abouzeid's own
introduction and Elizabeth Fernea's foreword discuss this new development in Arabic literature.
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Arabic

About the Author
LEILA ABOUZEID is the author of two novels, as well as memoirs and many other stories. She lives in
Rabat, Morocco, where she is in demand as a commentator on both radio and television. Her work has been
translated into English, German, Dutch, and Urdu.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jacqueline Kang:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Return to Childhood: The Memoir of a Modern Moroccan Woman (Modern
Middle East Literature in Translation) book is readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You
will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the
knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer connected with Return to Childhood: The Memoir of a
Modern Moroccan Woman (Modern Middle East Literature in Translation) content conveys the thought
easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it
just different available as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Return to Childhood: The Memoir of a
Modern Moroccan Woman (Modern Middle East Literature in Translation) is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Charles Jose:

The publication untitled Return to Childhood: The Memoir of a Modern Moroccan Woman (Modern Middle
East Literature in Translation) is the publication that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of
the guide content that will be shown to a person. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of research when write the book, so the information that they
share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Return to Childhood: The
Memoir of a Modern Moroccan Woman (Modern Middle East Literature in Translation) from the publisher
to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Scott Padilla:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Return to Childhood: The Memoir of a Modern Moroccan Woman (Modern Middle East Literature
in Translation) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that



maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a
publication then become one type conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The
Return to Childhood: The Memoir of a Modern Moroccan Woman (Modern Middle East Literature in
Translation) giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful
details for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body
and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try
this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Carmine Caulfield:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book
that recommended to you is Return to Childhood: The Memoir of a Modern Moroccan Woman (Modern
Middle East Literature in Translation) this book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this
world now. This book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to
explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why
this book ideal all of you.
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