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Winner of the British Army Military Book of the Year 2011 The epic story of
one of the most savage battles of the Second World War. Kohima. In this remote
Indian village near the border with Burma, a tiny force of British and Indian
troops faced the might of the Imperial Japanese Army. Outnumbered ten to one,
the defenders fought the Japanese hand to hand in a battle that was amongst the
most savage in modern warfare. A garrison of no more than 1,500 fighting men,
desperately short of water and with the wounded compelled to lie in the open,
faced a force of 15,000 Japanese. They held the pass and prevented a Japanese
victory that would have proved disastrous for the British. Another six weeks of
bitter fighting followed as British and Indian reinforcements strove to drive the
enemy out of India. When the battle was over, a Japanese army that had invaded
India on a mission of imperial conquest had suffered the worst defeat in its
history. Thousands of men lay dead on a devastated landscape, while tens of
thousands more Japanese starved in a catastrophic retreat eastwards. They called
the journey back to Burma the 'Road of Bones', as friends and comrades
committed suicide or dropped dead from hunger along the jungle paths. Fergal
Keane has reported for the BBC from conflicts on every continent over the past
25 years, and he brings to this work of history not only rigorous scholarship but a
raw understanding of the pitiless nature of war. It is a story filled with vivid
characters: the millionaire's son who refused a commission and was awarded a
VC for his sacrifice in battle, the Roedean debutante who led a guerrilla band in
the jungle, and the General who defied the orders of a hated superior in order to
save the lives of his men. Based on original research in Japan, Britain and India,
'Road of Bones' is a story about extraordinary courage and the folly of imperial
dreams.
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Winner of the British Army Military Book of the Year 2011 The epic story of one of the most savage battles
of the Second World War. Kohima. In this remote Indian village near the border with Burma, a tiny force of
British and Indian troops faced the might of the Imperial Japanese Army. Outnumbered ten to one, the
defenders fought the Japanese hand to hand in a battle that was amongst the most savage in modern warfare.
A garrison of no more than 1,500 fighting men, desperately short of water and with the wounded compelled
to lie in the open, faced a force of 15,000 Japanese. They held the pass and prevented a Japanese victory that
would have proved disastrous for the British. Another six weeks of bitter fighting followed as British and
Indian reinforcements strove to drive the enemy out of India. When the battle was over, a Japanese army that
had invaded India on a mission of imperial conquest had suffered the worst defeat in its history. Thousands
of men lay dead on a devastated landscape, while tens of thousands more Japanese starved in a catastrophic
retreat eastwards. They called the journey back to Burma the 'Road of Bones', as friends and comrades
committed suicide or dropped dead from hunger along the jungle paths. Fergal Keane has reported for the
BBC from conflicts on every continent over the past 25 years, and he brings to this work of history not only
rigorous scholarship but a raw understanding of the pitiless nature of war. It is a story filled with vivid
characters: the millionaire's son who refused a commission and was awarded a VC for his sacrifice in battle,
the Roedean debutante who led a guerrilla band in the jungle, and the General who defied the orders of a
hated superior in order to save the lives of his men. Based on original research in Japan, Britain and India,
'Road of Bones' is a story about extraordinary courage and the folly of imperial dreams.
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Editorial Review

Review
Praise for Fergal Keane: 'Keane's real distinction was in his reporting talents, which as this book shows, are
considerable.' Evening Standard 'His book is a memoir but it is so much more than that!a volume of the most
exquisitely written and moving truth and honesty.' TLS 'A completely honest account of reporting conflict.'
Independent 'An empowering story of triumph over adversity.' Irish Times 'Profoundly honest.' Observer
'Fergal Keane operates masterfully on three levels, setting this, the last military stand of British empire, in a
far wider campaign context!vivid, compelling and terrifying!Keane catches both shrinking revulsion and
astounding courage to brilliant effect!I found myself, on one or two pages towards the close, caught in a
choking emotion.The evidence is meticulously gathered and the writing so powerful that it turns a book
about a battle into a book about human beings, their existence and their end.' the guardian 'In his sweeping
account of the battle in Kohima in 1944, Fergal Keane does justice to the memory of the men who fell and
who survived!a vivid account which brings to life the brutality of that war!an engrossing narrative of ghastly
battle'The Independent

About the Author
Fergal Keane OBE was born in London and educated in Ireland. He is one of the BBC's most distinguished
correspondents, having worked for the corporation in Northern Ireland, South Africa, Asia and the Balkans.
He has been awarded a BAFTA and has been named reporter of the year on television and radio, winning
honours from the Royal Television Society and the Sony Radio Awards. He has also been named Reporter of
the Year in the Amnesty International Press Awards and won the James Cameron Prize and the Edward
R.Murrow Award from the US Overseas Press Association.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Valerie Bell:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means
that book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Road of Bones: The Siege of Kohima 1944 - The Epic Story of
the Last Great Stand of Empire.

Bryan Perry:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Road of Bones: The Siege of
Kohima 1944 - The Epic Story of the Last Great Stand of Empire will make you to always be smarter. You
can feel far more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or



reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you
searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Donna Salerno:

This Road of Bones: The Siege of Kohima 1944 - The Epic Story of the Last Great Stand of Empire are
reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason of this Road of Bones: The Siege of
Kohima 1944 - The Epic Story of the Last Great Stand of Empire can be among the great books you must
have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that possibly
will shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Road of Bones: The Siege of Kohima
1944 - The Epic Story of the Last Great Stand of Empire forcing you to have an enormous of experience
such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime.
So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Freddie Straughter:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different
you can read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
every day to reading a publication. The book Road of Bones: The Siege of Kohima 1944 - The Epic Story of
the Last Great Stand of Empire it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book.
These were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to develop this book you can
buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not
to fund but this book provides high quality.
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