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From the dawn of European civilization to the twentieth century, the
automaton?better known today as the robot?has captured the Western
imagination and provided avital lensinto the nature of humanity.

Historian Minsoo K ang argues that to properly understand the human-as-
machine and the human-as-fundamentally-different-from-machine, we must trace
the origins of these ideas and examine how they were transformed by intellectual,
cultural, and artistic appearances of the automaton throughout the history of the
West. Kang tracks the first appearance of the automaton in ancient myths through
the medieval and Renaissance periods, marks the proliferation of the automaton
asacentral intellectual concept in the Scientific Revolution and the subsequent
backlash during the Enlightenment, and details appearances in Romantic
literature and the introduction of the living machine in the Industrial Age. He
concludes with areflection on the destructive confrontation between humanity
and machinery in the modern era and the reverberations of the humanity-
machinery theme today.

Sublime Dreams of Living Machines is an ambitious historical exploration and, at
heart, an attempt to fully elucidate the rich and varied ways we have utilized our
most uncanny creations to explore essential questions about ourselves.

i Download Sublime Dreams of Living Machines: The Automaton i ...pdf

@ Read Online Sublime Dreams of Living Machines: The Automaton
...pdf



http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0674049357
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0674049357
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0674049357
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0674049357
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0674049357
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0674049357
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0674049357
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0674049357
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0674049357
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0674049357
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0674049357
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0674049357

Sublime Dreams of Living Machines: The Automaton in the
European Imagination

By Minsoo Kang

Sublime Dreams of Living Machines: The Automaton in the European I magination By Minsoo Kang

From the dawn of European civilization to the twentieth century, the automaton?better known today as the
robot?has captured the Western imagination and provided avital lens into the nature of humanity.

Historian Minsoo K ang argues that to properly understand the human-as-machine and the human-as-
fundamentally-different-from-machine, we must trace the origins of these ideas and examine how they were
transformed by intellectual, cultural, and artistic appearances of the automaton throughout the history of the
West. Kang tracks the first appearance of the automaton in ancient myths through the medieval and
Renaissance periods, marks the proliferation of the automaton as a central intellectual concept in the
Scientific Revolution and the subsequent backlash during the Enlightenment, and details appearancesin
Romantic literature and the introduction of the living machine in the Industrial Age. He concludes with a
reflection on the destructive confrontation between humanity and machinery in the modern eraand the
reverberations of the humanity-machinery theme today.

Sublime Dreams of Living Machines is an ambitious historical exploration and, at heart, an attempt to fully
elucidate the rich and varied ways we have utilized our most uncanny creations to explore essential questions
about ourselves.
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Editorial Review

Review

In this broadly synthetic work of outstanding acuity, Kang takes the reader on a fascinating journey through
various episodes in European intellectual history, from ancient Greek, medieval, and Renaissance magic and
mechanics, early modern mechanistic philosophy and mechanical, vitalist, and early Romantic revolts
against mechanized humanity, 19th-century fantastic literature and protests against the industrial age, al the
way down to the figure of the robot in early twentieth century theater and film or more recent narratives of
robotic and cybernetic futuresin film and science fiction. Kang's work is distinguished from other writings
on the automata by its bold range and balanced attention to literary and fictional works, alongside scientific
objects and philosophical discourse. Thereis scarcely areference to automata not here considered, all
perceptively situated within arichly drawn series of historical contexts. Kang offers a survey in the very best
sense, integrating primary and secondary accounts of automata and artificial life, all the while probing the
centuries-long fascination with and anxiety about mechanical bodies that resemble living beings. In fluent
yet erudite prose, Kang presents a captivating and accessible narrative about the provocative figure of a self-
moving machine. (Joan Landes, Pennsylvania State University)

Sublime Dreams of Living Machines argues effectively that the automaton is both a central ideaand a
conceptual tool in the Western imagination. It makes a significant contribution to the field through its broad-
spectrum approach to automata not just as performing objects or technological curiosities, but as key
material objects for the study of intellectual history...[Kang's] careful focus on how the significance of the
automaton changed from one context to another is matched by his thorough understanding of key theoretical
conversations about the intellectual and cultural meaning of the automaton... Critical insights...pepper the
book and make for highly compelling reading...Kang's study makes an important and welcome contribution
to the field through its wide range of historical examples and nuanced critical inquiry. (Kara Reilly
Technology and Culture 2012-07-01)

About the Author
Minsoo Kang is Associate Professor of History at the University of Missouri—St. Louis.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kevin Strickland:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of activity that everyonein the world really likes. Do you like
reading book so. There are alot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you alot of
new info. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of many
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read
this Sublime Dreams of Living Machines: The Automaton in the European Imagination, you may tells your
family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a
publication.



Bertie Lewis:

The particular book Sublime Dreams of Living Machines: The Automaton in the European Imagination has a
lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get alot of profit. The book was compiled
by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this book. This particular
book very easy to read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

GeneTaylor:

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find alot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.

Y ou will observe that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to
your account is Sublime Dreams of Living Machines. The Automaton in the European Imagination this
publication consist alot of the information from the condition of thisworld now. This kind of book was
represented how does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer valueto explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that iswhy this
book acceptable all of you.

Raymond Dixon:

A lot of reserve has printed but it isunique. Y ou can get it by web on social media. Y ou can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching fromiit. It is known as of book
Sublime Dreams of Living Machines. The Automaton in the European Imagination. Y ou can add your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to
read. It is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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