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Few American superstar stories are richer, wilder, or more excessive than Rick
James's. He played in aband with Neil Y oung, spent yearsin jail, produced his
first album (which was then picked up by Motown) with money from shadowy
sources, crossed rock and funk to come up with one of the best-selling albums of
the 1980s, became one of the biggest pop star of the era, turned a young white
woman named Teena Marie into an R& B superstar, displayed an outrageously
sex and drug-filled lifestyle, was tried and found guilty of assaulting and
imprisoning a young woman, went on to record new music that was compared to
the Beatles White Album, and ended his life as a punch line for Dave Chappelle.
And along the way, he scored alarge number of major hits, sold tens of millions
of albums and became intimate with dozens of big-name celebrities.

Rick James attempted to tell his own story—in two different books—but
left out many incidents that showed what he was really like. Nobody has written
the full truth about hislife. Now, based on court records, newspaper archives,
and extensive interviews with dozens of family members, band members, friends,
and lovers, here is the definitive biography of Motown’s most controversial
superstar.
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Few American superstar stories are richer, wilder, or more excessive than Rick James's. He played in a band
with Neil Y oung, spent yearsin jail, produced hisfirst album (which was then picked up by Motown) with
money from shadowy sources, crossed rock and funk to come up with one of the best-selling albums of the
1980s, became one of the biggest pop star of the era, turned a young white woman named Teena Marie into
an R& B superstar, displayed an outrageously sex and drug-filled lifestyle, wastried and found guilty of
assaulting and imprisoning a young woman, went on to record new music that was compared to the Beatles
White Album, and ended hislife as a punch line for Dave Chappelle. And along the way, he scored alarge
number of major hits, sold tens of millions of albums and became intimate with dozens of big-name
celebrities.

Rick James attempted to tell his own story—in two different books—but left out many incidents that
showed what he was really like. Nobody has written the full truth about his life. Now, based on court
records, newspaper archives, and extensive interviews with dozens of family members, band members,
friends, and lovers, here is the definitive biography of Motown’s most controversial superstar.
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Editorial Review
Review
“An unapologetic, no-holds-barred biography of aflamboyant and controversia artist.” —Baooklist Online

"Benjaminson (Mary Wells: The Tumultuous Life of Motown's First Superstar, 2012, etc.) delivers a matter-
of-fact biography of a musician whose extremes—both the highs and the lows—defy belief." —Kirkus
Reviews

"Rick James was one of the biggest musical stars of the 1980s, and his life was aroller-coaster of moods,
musical styles, triumph, and failure. He was definitely a Super Freak, and this book will tell you why."
—Library Journal

About the Author

Peter Benjaminson is the author of The Lost Supreme: The Life of Dreamgirl Florence Ballard; Mary Wells:
The Tumultuous Life of Motown's First Superstar; The Story of Motown; and, with David Anderson,
Investigative Reporting. He has written numerous stories for the Detroit Free Press, the Atlanta Journal-
Constitution, and other publications. He livesin New Y ork City.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Richard Linneman:

This book untitled Super Freak: The Life of Rick James to be one of several books that best seller in this
year, hereis because when you read this book you can get alot of benefit onit. You will easily to buy this
particular book in the book shop or you can order it viaonline. The publisher of this book sells the e-book
too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So
there is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Miles Towles;

The book Super Freak: The Life of Rick James has alot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a
lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. This articles author makes some
research before write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily after scanning this
book.

William Nelson:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people lovesto learn abook. When you read a
book you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,



simply because book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, such us novel, comics,
aswell as soon. The Super Freak: The Life of Rick James provide you with new experiencein examining a
book.

Elizabeth Rivera:

Beside this Super Freak: The Life of Rick Jamesin your phone, it might give you away to get more closeto
the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so
don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Super
Freak: The Life of Rick James because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes
have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have thiswith your
hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you till
want to miss this? Find this book and read it from today!
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