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June 6, 1944: Nineteen boys from Bedford, Virginia--population just 3,000 in
1944--died in the first bloody minutes of D-Day. They were part of Company A
of the 116th Regiment of the 29th Division, and the first wave of American
soldiersto hit the beachesin Normandy. Later in the campaign, three more boys
from this small Virginiatown died of gunshot wounds. Twenty-two sons of
Bedford lost--it is a story one cannot easily forget and one that the families of
Bedford will never forget. The Bedford Boys is the true and intimate story of
these men and the friends and families they left behind.Based on extensive
interviews with survivors and relatives, as well as diaries and |etters, Kershaw's
book focuses on several remarkable individuals and families to tell one of the
most poignhant stories of World War 11--the story of one small American town
that went to war and died on Omaha Beach.
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June 6, 1944: Nineteen boys from Bedford, Virginia--population just 3,000 in 1944--died in the first bloody
minutes of D-Day. They were part of Company A of the 116th Regiment of the 29th Division, and the first
wave of American soldiers to hit the beachesin Normandy. Later in the campaign, three more boys from this
small Virginiatown died of gunshot wounds. Twenty-two sons of Bedford lost--it is a story one cannot
easily forget and one that the families of Bedford will never forget. The Bedford Boys is the true and intimate
story of these men and the friends and families they |eft behind.Based on extensive interviews with survivors
and relatives, aswell as diaries and |etters, Kershaw's book focuses on several remarkable individuals and
families to tell one of the most poignant stories of World War 11--the story of one small American town that
went to war and died on Omaha Beach.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

This accessible and moving group biography portrays the men of Company A, 116th Infantry Regiment, 29th
Infantry Division, who were part of the first wave at Omaha Beach in WWII. Initially, 103 of them left the
small town of Bedford, Va.-now the site of the national D-Day memorial-when the local National Guard was
called up in 1940; 34 were till with the company on D-Day. Of these, 19 died in a matter of minutes and
three more perished in the Normandy campaign. Men lost ranged from the company commander, Captain
Taylor N. Fellers, from awealthy Bedford family, to Frank Draper Jr., afine athlete and soldier from the
wrong side of the tracks. Long-time National Guardsman John Wilkes died as the company's top sergeant,
while Earl Parker left behind a daughter he never saw. Both Holback brothers and Ray Stevens died, while
Ray's twin Roy Stevens was one of the handful of survivors. Kershaw (Jack London) includes combat
sequences that give avivid private's- eye view of the particular hell that was Omaha Beach, while one of the
most moving portions of the book is the simultaneous arrival in Bedford of nine "We regret to inform you..."
telegrams. A capsule history of Bedford before the war, itsrole as part of the home front during it and its
current place as (controversial) memorial site are all covered, but the book's central focusis on the town
where a good many survivors remain whose memories have not faded and whose emotional wounds have not
healed.
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From Booklist

On June 6, 1944, Allied armies launched their massive invasion of Europe--D-Day, in other words. Among
the thousands of soldiers headed for France were 34 men from the town of Bedford, Virginia, aboard Empire
Javelin, a British troopship. Nineteen of them were killed in the first minutes of combat, when their landing
craft dropped them into the water off Normandy. Two more were killed later in the day from gunshot
wounds. No other town in the U.S. endured a greater one-day loss. Kershaw's book is more than just another
war story; hereis an in-depth account of this blue-collar town and its 3,000 people. The soldiers included
three sets of brothers, a pool-hall hustler, husbands, farmers, and a couple of "highly successful Lotharios.”
Kershaw describesin painful detail how the next of kin were notified of the soldiers' deaths via Western
Union telegrams and how the news devastated their lives. Drawing on interviews with survivors and
relatives, newspaper clippings, letters, and diaries, Kershaw has chronicled one community's great sacrifice.
George Cohen

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"The Bedford Boys is written like Sebastian Junger's A Perfect Storm."

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Maria Kraus;

The actual book The Bedford Boys: One American Town's Ultimate D-day Sacrifice will bring that you the
new experience of reading a new book. The author styleto clarify theideais very unique. In case you try to
find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book The Bedford Boys. One American


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Town's Ultimate D-day Sacrifice is much recommended to you to learn. Y ou can aso get the e-book in the
official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

William Martd:

The reason why? Because this The Bedford Boys: One American Town's Ultimate D-day Sacrificeisan
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the
secret thisinside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing
way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning
completely. So, itisgood for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you alot of advantages than the other book have such as help improving your ability
and your critical thinking method. So, still want to delay having that book? If | had been you | will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Dennis Taylor:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Bedford Boys: One
American Town's Ultimate D-day Sacrifice, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you till
would like to missit? What kind of hang-out type isit? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't
get it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Jeffrey Martinez:

On thiserawhich isthe greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust simple approach to have that. What you need
to doisjust spending your time little but quite enough to have alook at some books. One of many booksin
the top collection in your reading list will be The Bedford Boys: One American Town's Ultimate D-day
Sacrifice. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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