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Thirty years after its publication, The Death and Life of Great American Cities
was described by The New York Times as "perhaps the most influential single
work in the history of town planning....[It] can also be seen in a much larger
context.  It is first of all a work of literature; the descriptions of street life as a
kind of ballet and the bitingly satiric account of traditional planning theory can
still be read for pleasure even by those who long ago absorbed and appropriated
the book's arguments."  Jane Jacobs, an editor and writer on architecture in New
York City in the early sixties, argued that urban diversity and vitality were being
destroyed by powerful architects and city planners.  Rigorous, sane, and
delightfully epigrammatic, Jacobs's small masterpiece is a blueprint for the
humanistic management of cities.  It is sensible, knowledgeable, readable,
indispensable.  The author has written a new foreword for this Modern Library
edition.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The most refreshing, provacative, stimulating and exciting study of this [great problem] which I have seen.
It fairly crackles with bright honesty and common sense."—Harrison Salisbury, The New York Times"One of
the most remarkable books ever written about the city... a primary work. The research apparatus is not
pretentious—it is the eye and the heart—but it has given us a magnificent study of what gives life and spirit
to the city."—William H. Whyte, author of The Organization Man

From the Inside Flap
Thirty years after its publication, The Death and Life of Great American Cities was described by The New
York Times as "perhaps the most influential single work in the history of town planning....[It] can also be
seen in a much larger context.  It is first of all a work of literature; the descriptions of street life as a kind of
ballet and the bitingly satiric account of traditional planning theory can still be read for pleasure even by
those who long ago absorbed and appropriated the book's arguments."  Jane Jacobs, an editor and writer on
architecture in New York City in the early sixties, argued that urban diversity and vitality were being
destroyed by powerful architects and city planners.  Rigorous, sane, and delightfully epigrammatic, Jacobs's
small masterpiece is a blueprint for the humanistic management of cities.  It is sensible, knowledgeable,
readable, indispensable.  The author has written a new foreword for this Modern Library edition.

From the Back Cover
"The liveliness of her mind is a joy to behold, as is her common sense and a prose style uncluttered with the
litter of empty jargon...her book is well and timely met." - The Globe and Mail

"This is vintage Jane Jacobs: quietly authoritative, profoundly accessible, and disdainful of the blinkered
viewpoints of academic theorists." - The Calgary Herald

"Witty, beautifully written--the culmination of Jacobs' previous thinking, and a step forward that deftly
invokes a broader philosophical, even metaphysical, context." - Publishers Weekly

"Jane Jacobs has become more than a person. She is an adjective." - Toronto Life

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Chambers:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other
is high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific The death and life of great
American cities book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a
book.



Samuel Hamby:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere. The
information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be consider while those
information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The death and life of great American cities as the daily
resource information.

Ian Louviere:

You may get this The death and life of great American cities by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing
or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by
means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to
choose right ways for you.

Mike Edwards:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just looking for the The death and life of great American cities when you needed it?
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