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'Arlene Chai comes to popular fiction like a fresh breeze. She brings with her an
exotic personal background and a tradition of storytelling which, blended with a
real ability to write, gives her first novel a maturity and sophistication which will
add greatly to your appreciation of this truly exciting writer. You will love this
book.' - BRYCE COURTENAY 'A remarkable first novel!' - AMY TAN
Between the generations, there are always secrets - relationships kept hidden,
past events obscured, true feelings not spoken. But sometimes the truth must be
told...Caridad is a wife and mother, a native of the Philippines living in Australia.
Out of the blue, Caridad's mother summons her home to reveal a secret that has
been weighing heavily upon her for years. So begins Caridad's journey of
discovery as she is given the gift of her past.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Called back home from Australia to the Philippines by an enigmatic letter from her mother, Caridad begins
an emotional journey of self-discovery. The truth emerges in first person accounts by the women involved--
Caridad, her mother Thelma, her aunt Emma, and her cousin, Ligaya--and presents a tale of personal tragedy
and social devastation during the wartime Japanese occupation, and then during the post-war invasion of
American troops billeted at the huge naval bases, which brought the seediest of western culture to the people
of Manila.

From Publishers Weekly
The central story in this interesting but uneven debut novel by Filipina author Chai concerns a woman who
discovers the truth about her parentage. Caridad, a Filipino woman living in Sydney, Australia, with her
teenage daughter, discovers on a trip home to Manila that her elderly mother, Thelma, is actually her
aunt?and that her vivacious aunt Emma is her mother. Using multiple, shifting first-person perspectives,
these three women, as well as Caridad's beautiful, bitter cousin, Ligaya, relate the long story of why this
secret adoption took place. The voices of the four women are virtually identical, however, and sometimes
lapse into cliched musings about life and love. More compelling is the seamlessly interwoven background
Chai provides: 50 years of history in the Philippines?from the WWII Japanese invasion and its vividly
recounted brutalities through the battle for liberation (in which systematic American bombing caused more
damage than three years of Japanese occupation) to the Marcoses' 20-year rule and the subsequent People's
Power revolution. Fascinating side lights illuminate the subtleties of race relations among native Filipinos
and the other ethnic strands in the island's social fabric: "the Spaniards they feared and envied; the Chinese
they hated and envied." Chai's prose is devoid of stylistic flourish and the narrative is often repetitious and
digressive. When she tells of life in the evacuation camps or in war-decimated Manila, however, the
descriptions are sensual and palpably detailed. Thus the truth about Caridad's past pales against Chai's
evocation of her country's travails. $250,000 ad/promo; Literary Guild alternate.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Caridad, a Filipino woman with an 18-year-old daughter, is called home from Australia to Manila by her
aging mother and told that she was adopted as an infant. She learns that her real mother is her aunt Emma
and that her cousins are really her sisters. Long-buried memories of early confusion resurface as Caridad's
relatives help piece together the puzzle of her past. This absorbing first novel relates the lives of four women
in one Filipino family against a tumultuous historical backdrop ranging from World War II through the fall
of the Marcos regime. For the American reader, it offers informative glimpses into the extent and mixed
effects of the U.S. involvement in the Philippines. Highly recommended for all fiction collections.?Sheila M.
Riley, Smithsonian Inst. Libs., Washington, D.C.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brad Bennett:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere.



The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be consider while those
information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously which one
is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you
obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen with you if you take The Last Time I Saw Mother (U) as your daily resource information.

Cheree Kramer:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this The Last Time I Saw Mother (U), you can tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Your
knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Eunice Randle:

The reserve untitled The Last Time I Saw Mother (U) is the e-book that recommended to you you just read.
You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The language that article author use
to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of investigation when write the
book, hence the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of
The Last Time I Saw Mother (U) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Thomas Brown:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read will be The Last Time I Saw Mother (U).
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