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Historians have long believed that Catholics were late and ambivalent supporters
of the German nation. Rebecca Ayako Bennette’s bold new interpretation
demonstrates definitively that from the beginning in 1871, when Wilhelm I was
proclaimed Kaiser of a unified Germany, Catholics were actively promoting a
German national identity for the new Reich.

In the years following unification, Germany was embroiled in a struggle to define
the new nation. Otto von Bismarck and his allies looked to establish Germany as
a modern nation through emphasis on Protestantism and military prowess. Many
Catholics feared for their future when he launched the Kulturkampf, a program to
break the political and social power of German Catholicism. But these anti-
Catholic policies did not destroy Catholic hopes for the new Germany. Rather,
they encouraged Catholics to develop an alternative to the Protestant and liberal
visions that dominated the political culture. Bennette’s reconstruction of Catholic
thought and politics sheds light on several aspects of German life. From her
discovery of Catholics who favored a more “feminine” alternative to
Bismarckian militarism to her claim that anti-socialism, not anti-Semitism,
energized Catholic politics, Bennette’s work forces us to rethink much of what
we know about religion and national identity in late nineteenth-century Germany.
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Historians have long believed that Catholics were late and ambivalent supporters of the German nation.
Rebecca Ayako Bennette’s bold new interpretation demonstrates definitively that from the beginning in
1871, when Wilhelm I was proclaimed Kaiser of a unified Germany, Catholics were actively promoting a
German national identity for the new Reich.

In the years following unification, Germany was embroiled in a struggle to define the new nation. Otto von
Bismarck and his allies looked to establish Germany as a modern nation through emphasis on Protestantism
and military prowess. Many Catholics feared for their future when he launched the Kulturkampf, a program
to break the political and social power of German Catholicism. But these anti-Catholic policies did not
destroy Catholic hopes for the new Germany. Rather, they encouraged Catholics to develop an alternative to
the Protestant and liberal visions that dominated the political culture. Bennette’s reconstruction of Catholic
thought and politics sheds light on several aspects of German life. From her discovery of Catholics who
favored a more “feminine” alternative to Bismarckian militarism to her claim that anti-socialism, not anti-
Semitism, energized Catholic politics, Bennette’s work forces us to rethink much of what we know about
religion and national identity in late nineteenth-century Germany.
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Editorial Review

Review
A first-rate work that significantly revises our understanding of a key issue in modern German history.
Bennette shows for the first time that the Kulturkampf dented German Catholic loyalties to the new nation-
state far less seriously than historians have hitherto assumed. Instead, it was precisely during the period of
repression that Catholics developed an alternative national culture, one which opposed not the nation-state
itself, but Protestant and liberal visions of it. This very fine book is a crucial contribution to the history of
German Catholicism before World War I. No other work brings us as deeply into the mindset of German
Catholics as they negotiated their way into the culture of German nationalism. (Helmut Walser Smith,
Vanderbilt University)

Bennette joins a growing number of recent historians who are shedding fresh light on the dynamics of
religious conflict under the Kaiserreich. Fighting for the Soul of Germany guides us reliably and insightfully
through Catholic understandings of German nationhood in the era of Bismarck. (Geoff Eley, University of
Michigan)

Bennette has written a lucid, scholarly analysis that furthers past research that has studied Catholics no
longer in the ghetto, and who can now be treated as modern historical subjects. (D. J. Dietrich Choice 2013-
01-01)

About the Author
Rebecca Ayako Bennette is Assistant Professor of History at Middlebury College.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jennifer Carter:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. To be sure that book is very important for people. The book Fighting for the Soul of Germany: The
Catholic Struggle for Inclusion after Unification (Harvard Historical Studies) ended up being making you to
know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you.
The e-book Fighting for the Soul of Germany: The Catholic Struggle for Inclusion after Unification (Harvard
Historical Studies) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also being your friend
when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship
with all the book Fighting for the Soul of Germany: The Catholic Struggle for Inclusion after Unification
(Harvard Historical Studies). You never really feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

David Dugas:

This Fighting for the Soul of Germany: The Catholic Struggle for Inclusion after Unification (Harvard
Historical Studies) are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason
of this Fighting for the Soul of Germany: The Catholic Struggle for Inclusion after Unification (Harvard



Historical Studies) can be among the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
reading food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book
is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed
versions. Beside that this Fighting for the Soul of Germany: The Catholic Struggle for Inclusion after
Unification (Harvard Historical Studies) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and
luxuriate in reading.

Calvin Baker:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You will
observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
to your account is Fighting for the Soul of Germany: The Catholic Struggle for Inclusion after Unification
(Harvard Historical Studies) this guide consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now.
This book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain
it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this
book acceptable all of you.

Robert Beck:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books
in the top listing in your reading list is usually Fighting for the Soul of Germany: The Catholic Struggle for
Inclusion after Unification (Harvard Historical Studies). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry
Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can
get many advantages.

Download and Read Online Fighting for the Soul of Germany: The
Catholic Struggle for Inclusion after Unification (Harvard
Historical Studies) By Rebecca Ayako Bennette #Z1ENH49CBQJ



Read Fighting for the Soul of Germany: The Catholic Struggle for
Inclusion after Unification (Harvard Historical Studies) By Rebecca
Ayako Bennette for online ebook

Fighting for the Soul of Germany: The Catholic Struggle for Inclusion after Unification (Harvard Historical
Studies) By Rebecca Ayako Bennette Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read,
cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read
online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Fighting for the Soul of
Germany: The Catholic Struggle for Inclusion after Unification (Harvard Historical Studies) By Rebecca
Ayako Bennette books to read online.

Online Fighting for the Soul of Germany: The Catholic Struggle for Inclusion after
Unification (Harvard Historical Studies) By Rebecca Ayako Bennette ebook PDF
download

Fighting for the Soul of Germany: The Catholic Struggle for Inclusion after Unification (Harvard
Historical Studies) By Rebecca Ayako Bennette Doc

Fighting for the Soul of Germany: The Catholic Struggle for Inclusion after Unification (Harvard Historical Studies) By
Rebecca Ayako Bennette Mobipocket

Fighting for the Soul of Germany: The Catholic Struggle for Inclusion after Unification (Harvard Historical Studies) By
Rebecca Ayako Bennette EPub

Z1ENH49CBQJ: Fighting for the Soul of Germany: The Catholic Struggle for Inclusion after Unification (Harvard
Historical Studies) By Rebecca Ayako Bennette


