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Derek Paravicini is blind, can not tell his right hand from his left, and needs
round-the-clock care. But he has an extremely rare gift—he is a musical prodigy
with perfect pitch whose piano-playing has thrilled audiences at venues from
Ronnie Scott's to Las Vegas, the Barbican to Buckingham Palace. Born
prematurely, Derek remained in hospital for three months and technically "died"
several times before he was finally strong enough to go home. It was not long
before his blindness became apparent, and later it became clear that he had severe
learning difficulties and autism. Desperately trying to find something to engage
and stimulate baby Derek, his nanny discovered a toy organ and put it down in
front of him. Miraculously, Derek taught himself to play. Music proved to be an
outlet for expressing himself and communicating with others—his way of dealing
with a strange and confusing world.
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Derek Paravicini is blind, can not tell his right hand from his left, and needs round-the-clock care. But he has
an extremely rare gift—he is a musical prodigy with perfect pitch whose piano-playing has thrilled audiences
at venues from Ronnie Scott's to Las Vegas, the Barbican to Buckingham Palace. Born prematurely, Derek
remained in hospital for three months and technically "died" several times before he was finally strong
enough to go home. It was not long before his blindness became apparent, and later it became clear that he
had severe learning difficulties and autism. Desperately trying to find something to engage and stimulate
baby Derek, his nanny discovered a toy organ and put it down in front of him. Miraculously, Derek taught
himself to play. Music proved to be an outlet for expressing himself and communicating with others—his
way of dealing with a strange and confusing world.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A moving account of an incredibly gifted pianist."  —Mail on Sunday

"Nobody can really 'know' Paravicini since he is locked in his own world . . . What Ockelford demonstrates
is that it is possible to make such an insular world fulfilling, and the contemplation of this can touch the rest
of us. That, in itself, is a considerable achievement."  —Daily Telegraph

"Ockelford tells his story well. No one else . . . could have explained Derek in quite the same way."  —Daily
Mail

From the Back Cover
Derek Paravicini is blind, can’t tell his right hand from his left and needs round-the-clock care. But he has an
extremely rare gift – he is a musical prodigy with perfect pitch whose piano-playing has thrilled audiences at
venues from Ronnie Scott's to Las Vegas, the Barbican to Buckingham Palace.

Born prematurely, Derek remained in hospital for three months and technically 'died' several times before he
was finally strong enough to go home. It was not long before his blindness became apparent and later it
became clear that he had severe learning difficulties and autism.

Desperately trying to find something to engage and stimulate baby Derek, his nanny discovered a toy organ
and put it down in front of him. Miraculously, Derek taught himself to play. Music proved to be an outlet for
expressing himself and communicating with others – his way of dealing with a strange and confusing world.

‘Nobody can really "know'' Paravicini since he is locked in his own world … What Ockelford demonstrates
is that it is possible to make such an insular world fulfilling, and the contemplation of this can touch the rest
of us. That, in itself, is a considerable achievement.’ Daily Telegraph

‘Ockelford tells his story well. No one else … could have explained Derek in quite the same way.’Daily Mail

About the Author

Adam Ockelford is a music professor and founder of The AMBER Trust, which provides bursaries for blind
and partially sighted children to have music lessons.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cesar Smith:

The experience that you get from In the Key of Genius: The Extraordinary Life of Derek Paravicini will be
the more deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get considering



reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but In the Key of Genius: The Extraordinary
Life of Derek Paravicini giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of
way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this book is well-
known enough. This particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having
this specific In the Key of Genius: The Extraordinary Life of Derek Paravicini instantly.

George Kirby:

The reserve with title In the Key of Genius: The Extraordinary Life of Derek Paravicini contains a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. That book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world right now. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within new
era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you
want.

Nancy Figaro:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer is usually In the Key of Genius: The Extraordinary Life of Derek Paravicini why because
the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to
pick up this book.

Antonette Schneider:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. In
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the In the Key of Genius: The Extraordinary Life of Derek Paravicini when you required it?
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