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Charles Schulz, the most widely syndicated and beloved cartoonist of all time, is
also one of the most misunderstood figures in American culture. Now, acclaimed
biographer David Michaelis gives us the first full-length biography of Schulz: at
once a creation story, a portrait of a hidden American genius, and a chronicle
contrasting the private man with the central role he played in shaping the national
imagination. The son of a barber, Schulz was born in Minnesota to modest,
working class roots. In 1943, just three days after his mother′s tragic death from
cancer, Schulz, a private in the army, shipped out for boot camp and the war in
Europe. The sense of shock and separation never left him. And these early
experiences would shape his entire life.

With Peanuts, Schulz embedded adult ideas in a world of small children to
remind the reader that character flaws and childhood wounds are with us always.
It was the central truth of his own life, that as the adults we′ve become and as the
children we always will be, we can free ourselves, if only we can see the humour
in the predicaments of funny-looking kids. Schulz′s Peanuts profoundly
influenced the country in the second half of the 20th century. But the strip was
anchored in the collective experience and hardships of Schulz′s generation-the
generation that survived the Great Depression and liberated Europe and the
Pacific and came home to build the post-war world.
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Charles Schulz, the most widely syndicated and beloved cartoonist of all time, is also one of the most
misunderstood figures in American culture. Now, acclaimed biographer David Michaelis gives us the first
full-length biography of Schulz: at once a creation story, a portrait of a hidden American genius, and a
chronicle contrasting the private man with the central role he played in shaping the national imagination. The
son of a barber, Schulz was born in Minnesota to modest, working class roots. In 1943, just three days after
his mother′s tragic death from cancer, Schulz, a private in the army, shipped out for boot camp and the war
in Europe. The sense of shock and separation never left him. And these early experiences would shape his
entire life.

With Peanuts, Schulz embedded adult ideas in a world of small children to remind the reader that character
flaws and childhood wounds are with us always. It was the central truth of his own life, that as the adults
we′ve become and as the children we always will be, we can free ourselves, if only we can see the humour in
the predicaments of funny-looking kids. Schulz′s Peanuts profoundly influenced the country in the second
half of the 20th century. But the strip was anchored in the collective experience and hardships of Schulz′s
generation-the generation that survived the Great Depression and liberated Europe and the Pacific and came
home to build the post-war world.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Amazon Significant Seven, October 2007: There's no book this year that made people's eyes light up when I
told them about it more than Schulz and Peanuts, David Michaelis's new biography of cartoonist Charles
Schulz. (And when they saw the obvious-but-brilliant Chip Kidd-designed cover, their eyes got even
brighter.) Everyone, it seems, feels a personal connection to Peanuts (a name, by the way, that Schulz always
hated), but few have a sense of the artist whose small troupe of big-headed characters still lives at the center
of our imagination. If some mystery about the man still remains after reading Michaelis's sharp, engaging,
and level-headed biography that's no fault of the biographer--in fact, it's to his credit. Michaelis parses
Schulz's particular combination of Midwestern reserve and steely determination and the strip's still-surprising
balance of exuberance and misery, and he reminds us what a colossal cultural force it became, especially in
the 1960s. But even as he ingeniously finds sources for Schulz's four-panel vignettes in the events of his
biography, he recognizes that the true, sometimes inexplicable drama of his life took place when he sat down
every day for 50 years to trace Linus's wobbly strands of hair, fill in Snoopy's black nose, and, time and
again, letter the words "Good grief." --Tom Nissley

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. For all the joy Charlie Brown and the gang gave readers over half a century, their creator,
Charles Schulz, was a profoundly unhappy man. It's widely known that he hated the name Peanuts, which
was foisted on the strip by his syndicate. But Michaelis (N.C. Wyeth: A Biography), given access to family,
friends and personal papers, reveals the full extent of Schulz's depression, tracing its origins in his Minnesota
childhood, with parents reluctant to encourage his artistic dreams and yearbook editors who scrapped his
illustrations without explanation. Nearly 250 Peanuts strips are woven into the biography, demonstrating just
how much of his life story Schulz poured into the cartoon. In one sequence, Snoopy's crush on a girl dog is
revealed as a barely disguised retelling of the artist's extramarital affair. Michaelis is especially strong in
recounting Schulz's artistic development, teasing out the influences on his unique characterization of
children. And Michaelis makes plain the full impact of Peanuts' first decades and how much it puzzled and
unnerved other cartoonists. This is a fascinating account of an artist who devoted his life to his work in the
painful belief that it was all he had. 16 pages of b&w photos; 240 b&w comic strips throughout. (Oct. 16)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Bookmarks Magazine
David Michaelis’s book, the first full-scale biography of Charles Schulz, is almost as universally adored as
his subject’s comic strips. The former biographer of N. C. Wyeth (whose son Andrew was a hero of
Schulz’s) takes on America’s best-known cartoonist, drawing on exclusive access to Schulz’s papers and
interviews with nearly every living Schulz acquaintance. Erring on the side of inclusion, the book sometimes
seems too rich with detail, and one reviewer faults Michaelis’s focus on Schulz’s gloomier side (a criticism
that Schulz’s own daughter has made about the book). Otherwise, reviewers are riveted by the revelatory
correspondences between Schulz’s groundbreaking work and the man who brought it to life.

Copyright © 2004 Phillips & Nelson Media, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000242451


Jason Villalobos:

Here thing why this Schulz and Peanuts: A Biography are different and reliable to be yours. First of all
reading a book is good however it depends in the content from it which is the content is as tasty as food or
not. Schulz and Peanuts: A Biography giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find
any reserve out there but there is no e-book that similar with Schulz and Peanuts: A Biography. It gives you
thrill studying journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is
maybe can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in
your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of
Schulz and Peanuts: A Biography in e-book can be your alternate.

Patricia Kirby:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Schulz and
Peanuts: A Biography suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer in this era.
Typically the book untitled Schulz and Peanuts: A Biographyis a single of several books that everyone read
now. This kind of book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this guide you will
enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple way, and
so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a wide range of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Eugene Barnum:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of
several books in the top record in your reading list is actually Schulz and Peanuts: A Biography. This book
which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By
looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Mary Banks:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. With this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to
find the Schulz and Peanuts: A Biography when you necessary it?
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