Sources of the Self: The Making of the
Modern Identity

The Making of

"‘: the Modern Ident By Charles Ta.ylor

CHARLES

= Read Online ©

Sour ces of the Self: The Making of the Modern Identity By Charles Taylor

In this extensive inquiry into the sources of modern selfhood, Charles Taylor
demonstrates just how rich and precious those resources are. The modern turn to
subjectivity, with its attendant rejection of an objective order of reason, has led--
it seems to many--to mere subjectivism at the mildest and to sheer nihilism at the
worst. Many critics believe that the modern order has no moral backbone and has
proved corrosive to all that might foster human good. Taylor rejects this view. He
argues that, properly understood, our modern notion of the self provides a
framework that more than compensates for the abandonment of substantive
notions of rationality.

The major insight of Sources of the Self is that modern subjectivity, in al its
epistemological, aesthetic, and political ramifications, hasitsroots in ideas of
human good. After first arguing that contemporary philosophers have ignored
how self and good connect, the author defines the modern identity by describing
its genesis. His effort to uncover and map our moral sources leads to novel
interpretations of most of the figures and movements in the modern tradition.
Taylor shows that the modern turn inward is not disastrous but isin fact the result
of our long efforts to define and reach the good. At the heart of this definition he
finds what he calls the affirmation of ordinary life, a value which has decisively
if not completely replaced an older conception of reason as connected to a
hierarchy based on birth and wealth. In telling the story of a revolution whose
proponents have been Augustine, Montaigne, Luther, and a host of others,
Taylor'sgoal isin part to make sure we do not lose sight of their goal and
endanger all that has been achieved. Sources of the Self provides adecisive
defense of the modern order and a sharp rebuff to its critics.
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In this extensive inquiry into the sources of modern selfhood, Charles Taylor demonstrates just how rich and
precious those resources are. The modern turn to subjectivity, with its attendant rejection of an objective
order of reason, has led--it seems to many--to mere subjectivism at the mildest and to sheer nihilism at the
worst. Many critics believe that the modern order has no moral backbone and has proved corrosive to al that
might foster human good. Taylor rejects this view. He argues that, properly understood, our modern notion
of the self provides aframework that more than compensates for the abandonment of substantive notions of
rationality.

The major insight of Sources of the Self is that modern subjectivity, in al its epistemol ogical, aesthetic, and
political ramifications, hasits rootsin ideas of human good. After first arguing that contemporary
philosophers have ignored how self and good connect, the author defines the modern identity by describing
its genesis. His effort to uncover and map our moral sources leads to novel interpretations of most of the
figures and movements in the modern tradition. Taylor shows that the modern turn inward is not disastrous
but isin fact the result of our long efforts to define and reach the good. At the heart of this definition he finds
what he calls the affirmation of ordinary life, avalue which has decisively if not completely replaced an
older conception of reason as connected to a hierarchy based on birth and wealth. In telling the story of a
revolution whose proponents have been Augustine, Montaigne, Luther, and a host of others, Taylor'sgoal is
in part to make sure we do not lose sight of their goal and endanger all that has been achieved. Sources of the
Sf provides a decisive defense of the modern order and a sharp rebuff to its critics.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal

This book is primarily a historical account of the modernist protest against the disengaged and instrumental
modes of thought and action that arose when theistically grounded morality crumbled, but that themselves
focused too little upon our inner life, i.e., our powers of creative imagination and the substantive goods of
ordinary life, which Taylor aleges give meaning to human life. Associating each ideology with a particular
conception of our identity as selves, he defends the modern view, keeping in mind that self-realization must
recognize that some things are important beyond the self. Taylor rambles somewhat and often talks about "
the good," as though human beings were fungible in their capacities for appreciation and action; but the
wealth of illustrative material and frequent insights are thought-provoking. For scholarly collections.

- Robert Hoffman, York Coll., CUNY

Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

Taylor has taken on the most delicate and exacting of philosophical questions, the question of who we are
and how we should live...and he has made this an adventure of self-discovery for hisreader. To have
accomplished so much is an important philosophical achievement. (New Republic)

Sources of the Self isin every sense alarge book: in length and in the range of what it covers, but above al in
the generosity and breadth of its sympathies and its interest in humanity...Few books on such large subjects
are so engaging. (Bernard Williams New York Review of Books)

A magnificent account, full, fair, well read, well written, complicated and high spirited--a credit, one might
say, to the modern self that is capable of plumbing the depths of its own heritage in such a generous way.
(Jeremy Waldron Times Literary Supplement)

Surely one of the most important philosophical works of the last quarter of a century. (Jerome Bruner)

For sociologists, there is no more important philosopher writing in the world today than Charles Taylor.
(Alan Wolfe Contemporary Sociology)

Undoubtedly one of the most significant worksin moral philosophy and the history of ideas to appear in
recent decades. (Frances S. Adeney Theology Today)

From the Back Cover

In thisinquiry into the sources of modern selfhood, Charles Taylor shows that the modern turn inward is not
disastrous but isin fact the result of our long efforts to define and reach the good. At the heart of this
definition he finds what he calls the affirmation of ordinary life, avalue that has decisively if not completely
replaced an older conception of reason as connected to a hierarchy based on birth and wealth.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Geor getta Watson:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated thisfor awhileis
reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this Sources of the Self: The
Making of the Modern Identity book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than
just abook.

Ricky Burnham:

This Sources of the Self: The Making of the Modern Identity are usually reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this Sources of the Self: The Making of the Modern
Identity can be one of several great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
reading through food but feed you with information that might be will shock your preceding knowledge. This
book is actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book
and printed ones. Beside that this Sources of the Self: The Making of the Modern Identity forcing you to
have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tria of critical thinking that we
realizeit useful in your day activity. So, let's have it and enjoy reading.

James McNally:

The publication with title Sources of the Self: The Making of the Modern Identity includes alot of
information that you can learn it. Y ou can get alot of gain after read this book. This book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new
era of the glowbal growth. Y ou can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere
you want.

James Sanchez;

Reading areserve make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from abook. Book is compaosed or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news.
Within this modern eralike now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just looking for the Sources of the Self: The Making of the Modern Identity when you essential it?
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