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In this book, the distinguished scholar Hanna Batatu presents a comprehensive
analysis of the recent social, economic, and political evolution of Syria's
peasantry, the segment of society from which the current holders of political
power stem. Batatu focuses mainly on the twentieth century and, in particular, on
the Ba`th movement, the structures of power after the military coup d'état of
1963, and the era of îvfiz al-Asad, Syria's first ruler of peasant extraction.
Without seeking to prove any single theory about Syrian life, he offers a uniquely
rich and detailed account of how power was transferred from one demographic
group to another and how that power is maintained today.

Batatu begins by examining social differences among Syria's peasants and the
evolution of their mode of life and economic circumstances. He then scrutinizes
the peasants' forms of consciousness, organization, and behavior in Ottoman and
Mandate times and prior to the Ba`thists' rise to power. He explores the rural
aspects of Ba`thism and shows that it was not a single force but a plurality of
interrelated groups--prominent among them the descendants of the lesser rural
notables--with different social goals and mental horizons. The book also provides
a perceptive account of President Asad, his personality and conduct, and the
characteristics and power structures of his regime. Batatu draws throughout on a
wide range of socioeconomic and biographical information and on personal
interviews with Syrian peasants and political leaders, offering invaluable insights
into the complexities of a country and a regime that have long been poorly
understood by outsiders.
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In this book, the distinguished scholar Hanna Batatu presents a comprehensive analysis of the recent social,
economic, and political evolution of Syria's peasantry, the segment of society from which the current holders
of political power stem. Batatu focuses mainly on the twentieth century and, in particular, on the Ba`th
movement, the structures of power after the military coup d'état of 1963, and the era of îvfiz al-Asad, Syria's
first ruler of peasant extraction. Without seeking to prove any single theory about Syrian life, he offers a
uniquely rich and detailed account of how power was transferred from one demographic group to another
and how that power is maintained today.

Batatu begins by examining social differences among Syria's peasants and the evolution of their mode of life
and economic circumstances. He then scrutinizes the peasants' forms of consciousness, organization, and
behavior in Ottoman and Mandate times and prior to the Ba`thists' rise to power. He explores the rural
aspects of Ba`thism and shows that it was not a single force but a plurality of interrelated groups--prominent
among them the descendants of the lesser rural notables--with different social goals and mental horizons.
The book also provides a perceptive account of President Asad, his personality and conduct, and the
characteristics and power structures of his regime. Batatu draws throughout on a wide range of
socioeconomic and biographical information and on personal interviews with Syrian peasants and political
leaders, offering invaluable insights into the complexities of a country and a regime that have long been
poorly understood by outsiders.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Batatu's thoroughly researched, objective study provides a sociological and anthropological approach to
contemporary Syrian politics and is an excellent source of information on various and often conflicting
components of Syrian society."--Choice

From the Inside Flap
"This is a richly textured study. . . . The book is full of interesting and novel ways of understanding Syrian
peasant behavior and why peasants cannot be discussed as a single socioeconomic or political force or
group."--Philip S. Khoury, Massachusetts Institute of Technology

"This is a profound and comprehensive study of modern Syria that is unlikely to be surpassed for a very long
time. It is a model of how social history should be written, and of how it can be used to explain the politics of
a complex society like Syria."--Rashid Khalidi, University of Chicago

From the Back Cover

"This is a richly textured study. . . . The book is full of interesting and novel ways of understanding Syrian
peasant behavior and why peasants cannot be discussed as a single socioeconomic or political force or
group."--Philip S. Khoury, Massachusetts Institute of Technology

"This is a profound and comprehensive study of modern Syria that is unlikely to be surpassed for a very long
time. It is a model of how social history should be written, and of how it can be used to explain the politics of
a complex society like Syria."--Rashid Khalidi, University of Chicago

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Connie Simpson:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
when those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Syria's Peasantry, the Descendants of Its Lesser
Rural Notables, and Their Politics as the daily resource information.

James Edwards:

This book untitled Syria's Peasantry, the Descendants of Its Lesser Rural Notables, and Their Politics to be
one of several books which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot
of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it via online. The



publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide from your list.

Betty Walsh:

Precisely why? Because this Syria's Peasantry, the Descendants of Its Lesser Rural Notables, and Their
Politics is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap
you with the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in
such wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey
the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving
your ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I
will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Roger Alford:

The book untitled Syria's Peasantry, the Descendants of Its Lesser Rural Notables, and Their Politics contain
a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language is very
simple to implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If
you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice learn.
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