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Based on remarkable new research, acclaimed historian Alexander Rose brings to
life the true story of the spy ring that helped America win the Revolutionary War.
For the first time, Rose takes us beyond the battlefront and deep into the shadowy
underworld of double agents and triple crosses, covert operations and code
breaking, and unmasks the courageous, flawed men who inhabited this
wilderness of mirrors—including the spymaster at the heart of it all.

In the summer of 1778, with the war poised to turn in his favor, General George
Washington desperately needed to know where the British would strike next. To
that end, he unleashed his secret weapon: an unlikely ring of spies in New York
charged with discovering the enemy’s battle plans and military strategy.

Washington’s small band included a young Quaker torn between political
principle and family loyalty, a swashbuckling sailor addicted to the perils of
espionage, a hard-drinking barkeep, a Yale-educated cavalryman and friend of
the doomed Nathan Hale, and a peaceful, sickly farmer who begged Washington
to let him retire but who always came through in the end. Personally guiding
these imperfect everyday heroes was Washington himself. In an era when
officers were gentlemen, and gentlemen didn’ t spy, he possessed an
extraordinary talent for deception—and proved an adept spymaster.

The men he mentored were dubbed the Culper Ring. The British secret service
tried to hunt them down, but they escaped by the closest of shaves thanks to their
ciphers, dead drops, and invisible ink. Rose’s thrilling narrative tells the
unknown story of the Revolution–the murderous intelligence war, gunrunning
and kidnapping, defectors and executioners—that has never appeared in the
history books. But Washington’s Spies is also a spirited, touching account of
friendship and trust, fear and betrayal, amid the dark and silent world of the spy.
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Based on remarkable new research, acclaimed historian Alexander Rose brings to life the true story of the
spy ring that helped America win the Revolutionary War. For the first time, Rose takes us beyond the
battlefront and deep into the shadowy underworld of double agents and triple crosses, covert operations and
code breaking, and unmasks the courageous, flawed men who inhabited this wilderness of
mirrors—including the spymaster at the heart of it all.

In the summer of 1778, with the war poised to turn in his favor, General George Washington desperately
needed to know where the British would strike next. To that end, he unleashed his secret weapon: an unlikely
ring of spies in New York charged with discovering the enemy’s battle plans and military strategy.

Washington’s small band included a young Quaker torn between political principle and family loyalty, a
swashbuckling sailor addicted to the perils of espionage, a hard-drinking barkeep, a Yale-educated
cavalryman and friend of the doomed Nathan Hale, and a peaceful, sickly farmer who begged Washington to
let him retire but who always came through in the end. Personally guiding these imperfect everyday heroes
was Washington himself. In an era when officers were gentlemen, and gentlemen didn’ t spy, he possessed
an extraordinary talent for deception—and proved an adept spymaster.

The men he mentored were dubbed the Culper Ring. The British secret service tried to hunt them down, but
they escaped by the closest of shaves thanks to their ciphers, dead drops, and invisible ink. Rose’s thrilling
narrative tells the unknown story of the Revolution–the murderous intelligence war, gunrunning and
kidnapping, defectors and executioners—that has never appeared in the history books. But Washington’s
Spies is also a spirited, touching account of friendship and trust, fear and betrayal, amid the dark and silent
world of the spy.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The unfamiliar terrain of Britain's American colonies made it vital for both sides to gain knowledge of
enemy troop movements during the Revolutionary War. But acquiring that information called for a level of
espionage that neither side was prepared for, requiring both to make up many of their operational procedures
as they went along. Rose (Kings in the North) focuses on a small band of Americans, longtime friends who
created an intelligence network known as the Culper Ring to funnel information to George Washington about
the British troops in and around New York City. The author quotes extensively from their correspondence,
showing how contentious the relationship between the general and his spies could get, especially when
Washington thought they were underperforming. Rose also delves into technical aspects of the Culpers'
spycraft, like their attempts at cryptography and invisible ink. Although his story is compelling in its
descriptions of occupied New York, where patriots and loyalists lived together in an uneasy balance, it is
diffused somewhat by lengthy digressions into the more well-known spy tales of Nathan Hale and Benedict
Arnold. Be sure to follow along with the footnotes, too—Rose works in several more anecdotes among his
documentation. (May 2)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
“Alexander Rose tells this important story with style and wit.”—Pulitzer Prize–winning author Joseph J.
Ellis
 
“Fascinating . . . Spies proved to be the tipping point in the summer of 1778, helping Washington begin
breaking the stalemate with the British. . . . [Alexander] Rose’s book brings to light their crucial help in
winning American independence.”—Chicago Tribune
 
“[Rose] captures the human dimension of spying, war and leadership . . . from the naive twenty-one-year-old
Nathan Hale, who was captured and executed, to the quietly cunning Benjamin Tallmadge, who organized
the ring in 1778, to the traitorous Benedict Arnold.”—The Wall Street Journal
 
“Rose gives us intrigue, crossed signals, derring-do, and a priceless slice of eighteenth-century life. Think of
Alan Furst with muskets.”—Richard Brookhiser, author of Founding Father
 
“A compelling portrait of [a] rogues’ gallery of barkeeps, misfits, hypochondriacs, part-time smugglers, and
full-time neurotics that will remind every reader of the cast of a John le Carré novel.”—Arthur Herman,
National Review

From the Hardcover edition.

About the Author
Alexander Rose earned his doctorate from Cambridge University, where his prizewinning research focused
on political and scientific history. He is the author of Kings in the North: The House of Percy in British
History and American Rifle: A Biography, and his writing has appeared in The New York Observer, The
Washington Post, and many other publications.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Timothy Walker:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Washington's Spies: The Story of America's First Spy
Ring. Try to make book Washington's Spies: The Story of America's First Spy Ring as your close friend. It
means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside that course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know every thing by the book. So , let us make new experience and also knowledge with
this book.

Rina Reese:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their ability
in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this Washington's
Spies: The Story of America's First Spy Ring.

Andrew Jefferson:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are
more important than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the
books in the top checklist in your reading list is Washington's Spies: The Story of America's First Spy Ring.
This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By
looking upward and review this book you can get many advantages.

Christopher Wilkerson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you know
that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Washington's Spies: The Story of America's
First Spy Ring.
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