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In 1942, the logician Kurt Godel and Albert Einstein became close friends; they
walked to and from their offices every day, exchanging ideas about science,
philosophy, politics, and the lost world of German science. By 1949, Godel had
produced a remarkable proof: In any universe described by the Theory of
Relativity, time cannot exist. Einstein endorsed this result reluctantly but he could
find no way to refute it, since then, neither has anyone else. Y et cosmol ogists and
philosophers alike have proceeded asif this discovery was never made. In A
World Without Time, Palle Y ourgrau sets out to restore Godel to his rightful
placein history, telling the story of two magnificent minds put on the shelf by the
scientific fashions of their day, and attempts to rescue the brilliant work they did
together.
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science. By 1949, Godel had produced a remarkable proof: In any universe described by the Theory of
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

What if timeisonly anillusion, if it doesn't actually exist? Y ourgrau, a Brandeis professor of philosophy,
explainsthat Einstein's general theory of relativity may allow for this possibility, first realized by the great
logician Kurt Godel. Godel is best known for his incompl eteness theorem, one of the most important
theoremsin mathematical logic since Euclid. In atypically brief paper written for a Festschrift to honor his
friend and Princeton neighbor Einstein, Godel theorized the existence of what have come to be called Godel
universes. rotating universes in which time travel is possible. But if one can travel through time, how can
time as we know it exist in these other universes, since the past is aways present? And if time doesn't exist
in other universes, then it may not exist in ours either. Y ourgrau (The Disappearance of Time) writes that
Godel's paper was almost universally ignored, and he claims that since the logician's death, philosophers
have gone out of their way to try to denigrate hiswork in fields other than logic. This book will appeal to
fans of Douglas Hofstadter's Gédel, Escher, Bach and to Einstein junkies, and makes a fascinating
companion to Rebecca Goldstein's Incompl eteness (Forecasts, Dec. 20), but all readers who enjoy a good
thought experiment or having basic preconceptions about their world challenged will enjoy this. (Jan.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

*Starred Review* During the half-dozen years before his death, Einstein's best friend was the Austrian
logician Kurt Godel. Famous for his incompl eteness theorems demonstrating that formal mathematical
systems could not fully describe reality, Godel was spurred by Einstein's theories of relativity to discover
that, in any universe fully described by those theories, time doesn't exist. He did this by proving the
possibility of time travel, the catch being that if a past point in time can be reached, then it cannot have
passed, which contradicts intuitive understanding of time. Einstein died before he could respond to Godel's
revelation. Since then, except for troopers such as Y ourgrau (thisis his third and most popularly pitched
book on Godel), philosophers have ignored the implications of time not existing in physical reality, which
are that time must be an ideal and that philosophically long-discounted Platonism, which asserts the redlity of
theideal, needs reconsideration. Such studied ignorance springs, Y ourgrau says, from philosophers' disdain
for Godel as amere logician. He was also powerfully, pathetically eccentric--different from but not unlike
Einstein in that respect--and Y ourgrau relieves and arguably also informs demanding passages on Godel's
work by sketching his life and personality as well as his thought. Ray Olson

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author

Palle Yourgrau is aProfessor of Philosophy at Brandeis University. His 1999 monograph Godel Meets
Einstein, the only book-length work on Godel's cosmological ideas, has caused a resurgence of interest
among philosophers in Godel's ideas about time and relativity. He livesin Cambridge, M assachusetts.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Nelson Berg:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a
whileisreading. Y ep, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than
other is high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular A World Without
Time: The Forgotten Legacy of Godel and Einstein book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because
this book is greater than just a book.

Stephen Beatty:

The event that you get from A World Without Time: The Forgotten Legacy of Godel and Einstein will be the
more deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but A World Without Time: The Forgotten
Legacy of Godel and Einstein giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific
way that can be understood by simply anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known
enough. This book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then
can go aong with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this
particular A World Without Time: The Forgotten Legacy of Godel and Einstein instantly.

Ettie Hardcastle:

The publication with title A World Without Time: The Forgotten Legacy of Godel and Einstein contains alot
of information that you can understand it. You can get alot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book
exist new understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now.
That isimportant to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
inside new era of the globalization. Y ou can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the
item anywhere you want.

Fannie Vincent:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic asin the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer might be A World Without Time: The Forgotten Legacy of Godel and
Einstein why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Y our reading 6th sense
will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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