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Aninsurgency in Nigeria by the Islamist extremist group Boko Haram has left
thousands dead, shaken Africa’ s biggest nation and worried the world. Y et they
remain a mysterious-almost unknowable-organization. Through extensive on-
the-ground reporting, Smith takes readers inside the violence and provides the
first in-depth account of the conflict. He traces Boko Haram from its beginnings
in Nigeria s remote northeast to its transformation into a hydra-headed monster,
deploying suicide bombers and abducting schoolgirls. Much of the book istold
from the perspective of Nigerians who have found themselves caught between
the violence of insurgents, brutal security forces and an inept government. It
includes the stories of a police officer |eft paralyzed, women whose husbands
have been murdered and a sword-wielding vigilante using charms to fend off
insurgent bullets. Smith questions whether there can be any end to the violence
and the ways in which this might be achieved. Interspersed with Nigerian history,
this book delvesinto the roots of the unholy war being waged against the
backdrop of an evolving extremist threat worldwide.
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Aninsurgency in Nigeria by the Islamist extremist group Boko Haram has | eft thousands dead, shaken
Africa s biggest nation and worried the world. Y et they remain a mysterious-almost unknowable-
organization. Through extensive on-the-ground reporting, Smith takes readers inside the violence and
provides the first in-depth account of the conflict. He traces Boko Haram from its beginningsin Nigeria's
remote northeast to its transformation into a hydra-headed monster, deploying suicide bombers and
abducting schoolgirls. Much of the book is told from the perspective of Nigerians who have found
themselves caught between the violence of insurgents, brutal security forces and an inept government. It
includes the stories of a police officer left paralyzed, women whaose husbands have been murdered and a
sword-wielding vigilante using charms to fend off insurgent bullets. Smith questions whether there can be
any end to the violence and the ways in which this might be achieved. Interspersed with Nigerian history,
this book delves into the roots of the unholy war being waged against the backdrop of an evolving extremist
threat worldwide.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Meticulously reported” -The New York Review of Books

"Perceptive and fair-minded...eminently readable” -The Telegraph
"A commendable first draft of history" -The Economist
"What shines through is (Smith's) measured anger, shared by many Nigerians' -Financial Times

‘Thereis certainly an urgent need for a comprehensive yet accessible account of Boko Haram about which
much is written but yet little understood. The author is eminently well qualified, especially from his
connection with AFP, who have been at the forefront of reportage on the situation of Northern Nigeria, to
tackle this subject. The book should find a ready readership among the policy and diplomatic community as
well as academics and interested lay readers.' - Richard Reid, Professor of the History of Africa, SOAS,
University of London 'l enjoyed [this book] very much - its a good read. It's much the best account | have
read, and offers areal sense of place - and crisis. Mike Smith's book will be widely read and cited.' - Murray
Last, Emeritus Professor of Anthropology, University College London '‘Mike Smith has written an unsparing
study of both Boko Haram's cruelty and the failure of the Nigerian state to defeat the movement. In this
timely book he tells ademoralising but necessary story, of the violence and negligence that is rapidly
undermining the stability of sub-Saharan Africa's most important country'. - Barnaby Phillips, author of
Another Man's War: The Story of A Burma Boy in Britain's Forgotten African Army. 'provides detailed
accounts...gripping.' Ulrich von Schwerin, Qantara.

About the Author
Mike Smith is news editor for Isragl and the Palestinian territories for Agence France-Presse. He was based
in Lagos from 2010-13 as AFP's bureau chief for part of West Africa.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
L eticia Cantrdll:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider while those
information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking seriously
which oneis suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Boko Haram: Inside Nigeria's Unholy War as the daily
resource information.

Robert Caceres;

Typically the book Boko Haram: Inside Nigeria's Unholy War will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the ideais very unique. If you try to find new book



to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Boko Haram: Inside Nigeria' s Unholy War is much
recommended to you to learn. Y ou can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly
to read the book.

CallieAllen:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get alot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyonein thisworld
can easily share their idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire al their reader
with their story aswell astheir experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write
about the data about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authorsin this world always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them isthis
Boko Haram: Inside Nigeria's Unholy War.

James McNally:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading areserve. They are directly felt that when they get
ahalf areas of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book Boko Haram: Inside Nigeria s Unholy War to
make your current reading is interesting. Y our current skill of reading talent is developing when you just like
reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and
examining especialy. It isto be very first opinion for you to like to open abook and learn it. Beside that the
reserve Boko Haram: Inside Nigeria s Unholy War can to be your brand new friend when you're redlly feel
alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of thistime.
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