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"The book is a credit to the press, a boon to everyone interested in Russian
culture, and an important resource for teachers and students of Russian
literature." ?Library Journal

"... asolid and conscientious piece of work, informed by discerning taste and
learning.” ?Times Literary Supplement

"Smith’s collection of contemporary Russian poetry should be useful to anyone
with a serious interest in work produced during recent years both by poets living
inthe U.S.S.R. and by prominent Third Wave emigrés.... The introductory and
biographical materials are excellent." 2Publishers Weekly

The work of twenty-three poets, living in Russia and abroad and writing during
the period since 1975, is highlighted in this dual-language anthology. The book
features an extraordinary cohort of talented poets, including Joseph Brodsky,
Evgenii Rein, and Bella Akhmadulina. Notes, biographical sketches, a detailed
bibliography, and an informative introduction make this an indispensable
resource for teachers, students, and readers of modern Russian literature.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Smith's ( Songs to Seven Strings) collection of contemporary Russian poetry should be useful to anyone
with a seriousinterest in work produced during recent years both by poets living in the U.S.S.R. and by
prominent Third Wave emigres. He has selected the work of 23 poets loosely linked through their use of
technical formalism (which is the norm among Russian poets) and through the moral questioning that has
long dominated Russian poetry. The volume begins appropriately with the cautionary words of Boris Slutsky
(1919-1986): "Any beginning is the beginning of the end. / That's why we begin with an egg, / but end up
with asmashed shell. . . ." The youngest poet in the anthology, Aleksei Parshchikov (b. 1954), livestoday in
Palo Alto, Cdlif., and hiswork pitches an interesting echo: "After all, our names are not multipliable, but
divisible/ by the ploughed-up earth. . . ." The collection also includes a small selection by poets who are
better known to an American audience, such as Bella Akhmadulina and the Nobel laureate Joseph Brodsky.
The introductory and biographical materials are excellent.

Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Russian poets have been publicly idolized as voices of the metaphysical concerns of their society; in
exchange, they have suffered penalties ranging from silencing to imprisonment or an exile that deprives them
of contact with their culture. To these insults has been added the |aziness of Western scholars content to
study and teach only known writers. Smith is the doughty exception: professor of Russian at Oxford, he has
long tracked poetry in the USSR and the diaspora, and this anthology represents his selection of poems
written since the mid-1970s by 23 major poets from three generations. Even readers who know no Russian
can trace themes and imagery from Smith'simpeccable literal tranglations. The book is a credit to the press, a
boon to everyone interested in Russian culture, and an important resource for teachers and students of
Russian literature. Recommended.

- Mary F. Zirin, Altadena, Cal.

Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Rebecca Morales:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but
the problems coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Contemporary
Russian Poetry: A Bilingual Anthology is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Rodney Hussey:

Spent afree the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-
freetime/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the guide untitled Contemporary Russian Poetry: A Bilingual Anthology can be
very good book to read. May beit isusually best activity to you.



Priscilla M cNeil:

People livein this new day of lifestyle aways try and and must have the time or they will get large amount
of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not just arobot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you have when
the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you have read will
be Contemporary Russian Poetry: A Bilingual Anthology.

Mandy Jackson:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddiesis thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Contemporary Russian Poetry:
A Bilingua Anthology, you could enjoy bath. It is very good combination right, you still desireto missit?
What kind of hang-out type isit? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come
onits called reading friends.
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