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In the grand tradition of Strunk and White's Elements of Style, Paul Argentini
presents an essential reference masterpiece in screenwriting. He provides clear
and concise principles of screenplay formatting structure, as well as stylistic
advice. Argentini explains how to design and format manuscripts to impress any
film school professor, story editor, agent, producer or studio executive. No book
in shorter space, with fewer words, will help screenwriters more than this
persistent volume.

Elements of Style for Screenwriters contains:

·         A to Z listing of format terms and examples
·         Incorporates changes in acceptable screenplay format submissions
·         Includes a special section on stage play formatting
·         Complete listing of literary agencies that represent screenwriters
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
For many first-time screenwriters, the most daunting aspect of getting underway is learning the proper
format. Paul Argentini lends a helping hand with Elements of Style for Screenwriters. It's a good nuts-and-
bolts introduction to the terminology of filmmaking and a step-by-step guide to making sure your opus is
properly formatted. Argentini starts with a short sample screenplay as a concrete example, peppered with
annotations as simple as "use plain Arabic numbers" and as complex as "(continuing) not needed here--
LUDVINNIA (O.S.) and LUDVINNIA are separate elements." Don't worry, when it's all laid out on the
script it makes a lot of sense. Most of the book is set up as a glossary of film terms, though Argentini does
not stop at mere definitions, also filling the book with practical advice. He explains that a "talking heads"
scene refers to one that is all dialogue and no action and points out that it will doom your script. The second
portion of the book--considerably smaller--lays out the elements of style for playwriting in a similar sample
and glossary fashion. Argentini also helpfully explains the broader differences between writing for the stage
and writing for the screen (in a nutshell, the playwright can get away with those talking-head scenes.) A
good, practical manual that should take a lot of the fear out of diving into that first script. --Ali Davis

About the Author
Paul Argentini

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joel Jones:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire day to
reading a publication. The book Elements of Style for Screenwriters: The Essential Manual for Writers of
Screenplays it is quite good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very
costly but this book provides high quality.

William Johnson:

Elements of Style for Screenwriters: The Essential Manual for Writers of Screenplays can be one of your
basic books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary
which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering
the information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
Elements of Style for Screenwriters: The Essential Manual for Writers of Screenplays yet doesn't forget the
main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial



contemplating.

Shelia Tonn:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as
in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer could be Elements of Style for Screenwriters: The Essential
Manual for Writers of Screenplays why because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Gene Conley:

You can obtain this Elements of Style for Screenwriters: The Essential Manual for Writers of Screenplays by
visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties
for the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally
can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about
your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's
try to choose suitable ways for you.
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