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One of seven children of a high-ranking government official, Loung Ung lived a
privileged life in the Cambodian capital of Phnom Penh until the age of five.
Then, in April 1975, Pol Pot's Khmer Rouge army stormed into the city, forcing
Ung's family to flee and, eventually, to disperse. Loung was trained as a child
soldier in awork camp for orphans, her siblings were sent to labor camps, and
those who survived the horrors would not be reunited until the Khmer Rouge was
destroyed.

Harrowing yet hopeful, Loung's powerful story is an unforgettable account of a
family shaken and shattered, yet miraculously sustained by courage and love in
the face of unspeakable brutality.
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Cambodian capital of Phnom Penh until the age of five. Then, in April 1975, Pol Pot's Khmer Rouge army
stormed into the city, forcing Ung's family to flee and, eventually, to disperse. Loung wastrained as a child
soldier in awork camp for orphans, her siblings were sent to labor camps, and those who survived the
horrors would not be reunited until the Khmer Rouge was destroyed.

Harrowing yet hopeful, Loung's powerful story is an unforgettable account of afamily shaken and shattered,
yet miraculously sustained by courage and love in the face of unspeakable brutality.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Written in the present tense, First They Killed My Father will put you right in the midst of the action--action
you'll wish had never happened. It's atough read, but definitely a worthwhile one, and the author's
personality and strength shine through on every page. Covering the years from 1975 to 1979, the story moves
from the deaths of multiple family members to the forced separation of the survivors, leading ultimately to
the reuniting of much of the family, followed by marriages and immigrations. The brutality seems unending-
-beatings, starvation, attempted rape, mental cruelty--and yet the narrator (ayoung girl) never stops fighting
for escape and survival. Sad and courageous, her life and the lives of her young siblings provide quite a
powerful example of how war can so deeply affect children--especially awar in which they are trained to be
an integral part of the armed forces. For anyone interested in Cambodia's recent history, this book shares a
valuable persona view of events. --Jill Lightner

From Publishers Weekly

In 1975, Ung, now the national spokesperson for the Campaign for a Landmine-Free World, was the five-
year-old child of alarge, affluent family living in Phnom Penh, the cosmopolitan Cambodian capital. As
extraordinarily well-educated Chinese-Cambodians, with the father a government agent, her family wasin
great danger when the Khmer Rouge took over the country and throughout Pol Pot's barbaric regime. Her
parents strength and her father's knowledge of Khmer Rouge ideology enabled the family to survive together
for awhile, posing asilliterate peasants, moving first between villages, and then from one work camp to
another. The father was honest with the children, explaining dangers and how to avoid them, and this, along
with clear sight, intelligence and the pragmatism of a young child, helped Ung to survive the war. Her
restrained, unsentimental account of the four years she spent surviving the regime before escaping with a
brother to Thailand and eventually the United States is astonishing--not just because of the tragedies, but also
because of the immense love for her family that Ung holds onto, no matter how sheis brutalized. She
describes the physical devastation sheis surrounded by but always returns to her memaries and hopes for
those she loves. Her joyful memories of life in Phnom Penh are close even as sheis being trained as a child
soldier, and as, one after another, both parents and two of her six siblings are murdered in the camps.
Skillfully constructed, this account also stands as an eyewitness history of the period, because as a child Ung
was so aware of her surroundings, and because as an adult writer she adds details to clarify the family's
moves and separations. Twenty-five years after the rise of the Khmer Rouge, this powerful account is a
triumph. 8 pages b&w photos.

Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal

Y A-Ung was a headstrong, clever child who was a delight to her father, a high-ranking government official
in Phnom Penh. She was only five when the Khmer Rouge stormed the city and her family was forced to
flee. They sought refuge in various camps, hiding their wealth and education, always on the move and ever
fearful of being betrayed. After 20 months, Ung's father was taken away, never to be seen again. Her story of
starvation, forced labor, beatings, attempted rape, separations, and the deaths of her family membersis one
of horror and brutality. The first-person account of Cambodia under the reign of Pol Pot will be read not only
for research papers but also as atribute to a human spirit that never gave up. YAswill applaud Ung's courage
and strength.

Katherine Fitch, Rachel Carson Middle School, Fairfax, VA

Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Holly Flynn:

The book First They Killed My Father: A Daughter of Cambodia Remembers (P.S.) make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. Y ou can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best
friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book
First They Killed My Father: A Daughter of Cambodia Remembers (P.S.) to get your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several
or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read areserve First They Killed My
Father: A Daughter of Cambodia Remembers (P.S.). Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science book
or encyclopedia or others. So, how do you think about this reserve?

Richard Sims;

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has
to answer that question because just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need thiskind of First They
Killed My Father: A Daughter of Cambodia Remembers (P.S.) to read.

Jessica Adkins:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This First They Killed My Father: A Daughter of Cambodia Remembers (P.S.) book is
readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you.
The writer connected with First They Killed My Father: A Daughter of Cambodia Remembers (P.S.) content
conveys thinking easily to understand by alot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articles but it just different by means of it. So, do you continue to thinking First They Killed My Father: A
Daughter of Cambodia Remembers (P.S.) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Juanita Cooke:

ThisFirst They Killed My Father: A Daughter of Cambodia Remembers (P.S.) are usualy reliable for you
who want to become a successful person, why. The reason of this First They Killed My Father: A Daughter
of Cambodia Remembers (P.S.) can be one of the great books you must have is actually giving you more
than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your prior
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditionsin the e-
book and printed types. Beside that this First They Killed My Father: A Daughter of Cambodia Remembers
(P.S)) forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical



thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So, let's have it and luxuriate in reading.
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