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This innovative study adopts a distinct perspective on both the industrial
revolution and nineteenth-century British culture. It investigates why inventors
rose to heroic stature and popular acclaim in Victorian Britain, attested by
numerous monuments, biographies and honours, and contends there was no
decline in the industrial nation's self-esteem before 1914. In a period notorious
for hero-worship, the veneration of inventors might seem unremarkable, were it
not for their previous disparagement and the relative neglect suffered by their
twentieth-century successors. Christine MacLeod argues that inventors became
figureheads of various nineteenth-century factions, from economic and political
liberals to impoverished scientists and radical artisans, who deployed their heroic
reputation, not least to challenge the aristocracy's hold on power and the
militaristic national identity that bolstered it. Although this was a challenge that
ultimately failed, its legacy of ideas about invention, inventors, and the history of
the industrial revolution remains highly influential.
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attested by numerous monuments, biographies and honours, and contends there was no decline in the
industrial nation's self-esteem before 1914. In a period notorious for hero-worship, the veneration of
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Editorial Review

Review
"...presents numerous insights that will fascinate and enlighten those with more encompassing interests in
social attitudes, perceptions and representations of techonology and culture, during the period of
industrialization in Britain." -B. Zorina Khan, EH.NET

"It is well researched and fluently written." -Ron Harris, American Historical Review

"...an impressively judicious and learned book."
Journal of Modern History, Jordanna Bailkin, University of Washington

About the Author
Christine MacLeod is Senior Lecturer in Economic and Social History at the School of Humanities,
University of Bristol. She is the author of Inventing the Industrial Revolution: the English Patent System,
1660-1800 (1988).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Katie Martinez:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book Heroes of Invention:
Technology, Liberalism and British Identity, 1750-1914 (Cambridge Studies in Economic History - Second
Series). All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the internet methods or
other social media.

Pearl Sanders:

This Heroes of Invention: Technology, Liberalism and British Identity, 1750-1914 (Cambridge Studies in
Economic History - Second Series) book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually information inside this publication incredible
fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. That Heroes
of Invention: Technology, Liberalism and British Identity, 1750-1914 (Cambridge Studies in Economic
History - Second Series) without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and
analyzing. Don't become worry Heroes of Invention: Technology, Liberalism and British Identity, 1750-
1914 (Cambridge Studies in Economic History - Second Series) can bring whenever you are and not make
your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even
phone. This Heroes of Invention: Technology, Liberalism and British Identity, 1750-1914 (Cambridge
Studies in Economic History - Second Series) having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will
not sense uninterested in reading.



Waldo Gates:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Heroes of Invention:
Technology, Liberalism and British Identity, 1750-1914 (Cambridge Studies in Economic History - Second
Series) which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Homer Douglas:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in
the top list in your reading list is actually Heroes of Invention: Technology, Liberalism and British Identity,
1750-1914 (Cambridge Studies in Economic History - Second Series). This book which can be qualified as
The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review this publication
you can get many advantages.
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