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#1 New York Times bestselling author John Sandford's “haunting,
unforgettable, ice-blooded thriller”* that introduced Lucas Davenport...
 
The killer was mad but brilliant.
 
He left notes with every woman he killed. Rules of murder: Never have a motive.
Never follow a discernible pattern. Never carry a weapon after it has been
used...So many rules to his sick, violent games of death.
 
But Lucas Davenport, the cop who’s out to get him, isn’t playing by the rules.

“Terrifying...Sandford has crafted the kind of trimmed-to-the-bone thriller
that is hard to put down…scary...intriguing...unpredictable.”—Chicago
Tribune
 
“Rules of Prey is so chilling that you’re almost afraid to turn the pages. So
mesmerizing you cannot stop...A crackle of surprises.”—*Carl Hiaasen

“Sleek and nasty...A big scary, suspenseful read, and I loved every minute of
it.”—Stephen King

“A cop and a killer you will remember for a long, long time.”—Robert B.
Parker
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Making his fiction debut, "Sandford," a Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist using a pseudonym, has taken a
stock suspense plot--a dedicated cop pursuing an ingenious serial killer--and dressed it up into the kind of
pulse-quickening, irresistibly readable thriller that many of the genre's best-known authors would be proud to
call their own. A killer who calls himself the "maddog" has been murdering Minneapolis women, seemingly
without pattern or motive. The crimes are linked only by their brutality and by the slayer's "signature": at
each scene, he leaves a written rule of crime, such as "Never kill anyone you know," or "Never carry a
weapon after it has been used." Into the case comes Lucas Davenport, a policeman with five kills in the line
of duty, a surefire sense of how to handle the thirsty media and strong instincts about the killer's psyche.
Sandford offers no mystery here; the killer's identity is revealed in the first pages, and the suspense comes in
waiting for him or Davenport to slip up. Despite one or two beginner's mistakes (an overly obvious red
herring, a character inconsistency), the author knows his territory well; the result is a police procedural as
effective as it is brutal. The author's second thriller under his own name (John Camp) will be issued by Holt
in September. BOMC featured selection; Mysterious Book Club alternate.
Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Lieutenant Lucas Davenport, highly touted killer detective, invents intricate video games that he sells for
cash. Called in to aid the Minneapolis team scrambling to stop a psychopathic serial woman-slayer, Lucas
almost meets his match. The self-styled "mad dog" murderer views his rape/stabbings as a game as well,
setting up obstacles for the police, carefully selecting his victims, and priding himself on clever moves.
Despite his largely deja vu plot, debut novelist Sandford ( also the author of The Fools Run due from Holt in
September under the name John Camp; see Prepub Alert, LJ 4/1/89) delivers tense action, chilling
excitement, and thrilling suspense. Fast-moving prose and romantic sidelines add a little zest, too. BOMC
featured selection.
Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
Praise for John Sandford’s Prey novels
 
“Relentlessly swift...genuinely suspenseful...excellent.”—Los Angeles Times
 
“Sandford is a writer in control of his craft.”—Chicago Sun-Times
 
“Excellent...compelling...everything works.”—USA Today
 
“Grip-you-by-the-throat thrills...a hell of a ride.”—Houston Chronicle
 
“Crackling, page-turning tension...great scary fun.”—The New York Daily News
 
“Enough pulse-pounding, page-turning excitement to keep you up way past bedtime.”—Minneapolis Star
Tribune
 
“One of the most engaging characters in contemporary fiction.”—Detroit News
 



“Positively chilling.”—St. Petersburg Times
 
“Just right for fans of The Silence of the Lambs.”—Booklist
 
“One of the most horrible villains this side of Hannibal.”—Richmond Times-Dispatch
 
 “Ice-pick chills...excruciatingly tense...a double-pumped roundhouse of a thriller.”—Kirkus Reviews

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alberta Townsend:

The knowledge that you get from Rules of Prey is a more deep you excavating the information that hide
inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
recognise but Rules of Prey giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in
specific way that can be understood through anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is well-
known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then
can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having that
Rules of Prey instantly.

Jeanie Hynes:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled Rules of Prey can be excellent book to read. May
be it might be best activity to you.

Carrie Francis:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a reserve. The book Rules of Prey it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to
create this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the
smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.



Concepcion Shaw:

You may get this Rules of Prey by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be
your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only
simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now,
you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to
get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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