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This new Norton Critical Edition of Hawthorne’s innovative 1852 novel helps readers navigate and
appreciate its elusive plot, powerful characters, and maddening narrator.

This Norton Critical Edition of The Blithedale Romance is based on the Centenary Edition of the Works of
Nathaniel Hawthorne, widely considered the best available edition. It is accompanied by explanatory
annotations to help readers with Hawthorne’s many historical and literary references as well as with other
possible sources of difficulty in the text.

“Contexts” is thematically organized and includes a rich and varied selection of materials, both public and
private, focusing on Hawthorne’s inspirations for the novel. Included are letters, excerpts from journals,
published accounts of Brook Farm and the growth of antebellum social reform, Hawthorne’s letters to
Sophia Peabody and Louisa Hawthorne about his first days at Brook Farm, and later letters describing his
growing reservations about and decision to leave the utopian community. The Blithedale Romance raises
interesting questions about the role of women, the popularity of mesmerism, and the growth of cities in mid-
nineteenth-century America. Margaret Fuller, Charles Baudelaire, and Hawthorne, among others, provide
invaluable insight.

“Criticism” begins with major contemporary reviews by Herman Melville, William B. Pike, George S.
Hillard, James T. Fields, Henry Fothergill Chorley, and others that suggest The Blithedale Romance’s initial
reception. “Selections from Classic Studies” reprints key excerpts from influential essays published through
the 1970s, including those by Henry James, D. H. Lawrence, Irving Howe, and James McIntosh.

“Recent Criticism” collects a striking range of scholarly interpretation by Nina Baym, Joel Pfister, Gillian
Brown, Richard H. Brodhead, Lauren Berlant, Russ Castronovo, Robert S. Levine, and Richard H.
Millington.

A Chronology and a Selected Bibliography are also included.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Richard H. Millington is Sylvia Dlugasch Bauman Professor of American Studies and Professor of English
at Smith College. He is the author of Practicing Romance: Narrative Form and Cultural Engagement in
Hawthorne’s Fiction and of essays on Hawthorne and Willa Cather. He co-edited Hitchcock’s America,
which includes his essay on North By Northwest.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Elaine Kistler:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this The
Blithedale Romance (New Edition) (Norton Critical Editions).

Phyllis Ramirez:

The book untitled The Blithedale Romance (New Edition) (Norton Critical Editions) contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author provides you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can read more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a
nice study.

Edward Roth:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books in
the top collection in your reading list is definitely The Blithedale Romance (New Edition) (Norton Critical
Editions). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.



Lorraine Joyner:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Blithedale Romance (New Edition) (Norton
Critical Editions) was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Blithedale
Romance (New Edition) (Norton Critical Editions) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try
to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading in which.
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