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The Rise and Decline of the American "Empire" explores the rapidly growing
literature on the rise and fall of the United States. The author argues that after
1945 the US has definitely been the most dominant power the world has seen and
that it has successfully met the challenges from, first, the Soviet Union and, then,
Japan, and the European Union. Now, however, the United States is in decline:
its vast military power is being challenged by asymmetrical wars, its economic
growth is slow and its debt is rising rapidly, the political system is proving
unable to meet these challenges in a satisfactory way. While the US is still likely
to remain the world's leading power for the foreseeable future, it is being
challenged by China, particularly economically, and also by several other
regional Great Powers.

The book also addresses the more theoretical question of what recent
superpowers have been able to achieve and what they have not achieved. How
could the United States be both the dominant power and at the same time suffer
significant defeats? And how could the Soviet Union suddenly collapse? No
power has ever been omnipotent. It cannot control events all around the world.
The Soviet Union suffered from imperial overstretch; the traditional colonial
empires suffered from a growing lack of legitimacy at the international, national,
and local levels. The United States has been able to maintain its alliance system,
but only in a much reformed way. If a small power simply insists on pursuing its
own very different policies, there is normally little the United States and other
Great Powers will do. Military intervention is an option that can be used only
rarely and most often with strikingly limited results.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The book offers a useful introduction to some key concepts in international relations, particularly for
students new to the subject."--Roger Morgan, Times Higher Education

About the Author

Geir Lundestad has been the Director of the Norwegian Nobel Institute since 1990 and a professor of
international history at the University of Oslo since 1991. He has been a visiting scholar at Harvard
University and the Woodrow Wilson Center in Washington, DC. He has written several highly acclaimed
books on international history in general and on US foreign policy in particular.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gail Kernan:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This The Rise and Decline of the American "Empire": Power and its Limits in
Comparative Perspective book is readable by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the
details here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge
that want to offer to you. The writer connected with The Rise and Decline of the American "Empire": Power
and its Limits in Comparative Perspective content conveys prospect easily to understand by many people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different as it. So , do you even
now thinking The Rise and Decline of the American "Empire": Power and its Limits in Comparative
Perspective is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Doreen Williams:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere. The
information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider when those
information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen within you if you take The Rise and Decline of the American "Empire": Power and its Limits
in Comparative Perspective as the daily resource information.



Ross Adams:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that
need more time to be study. The Rise and Decline of the American "Empire": Power and its Limits in
Comparative Perspective can be your answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short extra
time problems.

Robert Colgan:

The book untitled The Rise and Decline of the American "Empire": Power and its Limits in Comparative
Perspective contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means.
The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read
it. The book was compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of time of literary
works. You can easily read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you
can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
available their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.
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