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Traditions in Architecture: Africa, America, Asia, and Oceania is the first wide-
ranging, one-volume study to examine the architectural achievements of diverse
cultures outside the Euroamerican tradition. In contrast with traditional
chronological surveys of architectural history, this volume is arranged
thematically to show the basic commonalties of all human communities. In order
to provide a basic understanding of the cultural heritage defining these diverse
groups, both vernacular and monumental works are discussed. The book is
divided into five major sections, each of which addresses specific topics
fundamental to all societies. The authors discuss these topics in terms of
particular architectural solutions, comparing and contrasting geographically
separated buildings and construction traditions. For example, the issue of
architectural meaning is studied through symbolic gardens in China, verbal
ornament in the Islamic world, and the wall paintings of Ndebele women of
southeast Africa. Beginning with an investigation into the ways in which the
continuity of traditional forms is maintained, the authors then explore practical
issues such as housing and food structures, climate and ecology, building
materials, and architectural forms and methods. Architectural goals and purposes,
which determine what is built, vary from culture to culture and are given special
attention. Planning and design-ways in which space is used in patterns of
organization-range from urban plans to landscaped settings. The authors
conclude with an examination of cultural values, investigating the way in which
architecture interacts with social relations, traditional theories, decision-making,
and the economics of building. The book is enhanced by over 200 photographs,
maps, and charts, as well as a glossary and full bibliography. This unique study
will enlighten students and open new avenues of research for scholars.
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Editorial Review

Review
"An important book, and one which needed to be written."--Traditional Dwellings and Settlements Review

"The first comprehensive global architectural history text. The writing is clear and the illustrations are
excellent. It's the text I've been waiting for!"--Sonia Sorrell, Pepperdine University

"A great resource, informative and timely."--John Lucchesi, College of San Mateo

"An excellent compact expansion to the traditional western world survey."--Thomas N. Howe, Southwestern
University

"An interesting and enlightened study that provides the reader with the importance of architecture beyond
traditional Greco-Roman European model. The authors help to expand the definition of architecture beyond
buildings."--Ellis L. Antunez, Truckee Meadows Community College

About the Author

Dora P. Crouch is Professor Emeritus at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute.
June G. Johnson is Lecturer in the Department of Agriculture at El Camino Community College.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kate Sutton:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How many
people to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Traditions in Architecture: Africa,
America, Asia, and Oceania book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the data in
this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Raymond Simmons:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Traditions in
Architecture: Africa, America, Asia, and Oceania suitable to you? The particular book was written by
famous writer in this era. The book untitled Traditions in Architecture: Africa, America, Asia, and Oceaniais
the main of several books in which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many people in the
world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The
author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this
reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world in this particular book.



Katherine Herron:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere?
It all right you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Traditions
in Architecture: Africa, America, Asia, and Oceania which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's find.

Irene Gamino:

This Traditions in Architecture: Africa, America, Asia, and Oceania is brand new way for you who has
attention to look for some information given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this Traditions in
Architecture: Africa, America, Asia, and Oceania can be the light food for you because the information
inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form which is reachable
by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in e-book form make them
feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a book especially this one. You
can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for
your better life in addition to knowledge.
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