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Since September 11, 2001, many people in the United States have been more
inclined to use the language of good and evil, and to be more comfortable with
the idea that certain moral standards are objective (true independently of what
anyone happens to think of them). Some people, especially those who are not
religious, are not sure how to substantiate this view. Whatever Happened to Good
and Evil? provides a basis for exploring these doubts and ultimately defends the
objectivity of ethics. Engaging and accessible, it is the first introduction to meta-
ethics written especially for students and general readers with no philosophical
background. Focusing on the issues at the foundation of morality, it poses such
questions as: How can we know what is right and wrong? Does ethical
objectivity require God? Why should I be moral? Where do moral standards
come from? What is a moral value, and how can it exist in a scientific world? Do
cultural diversity and persistent moral disagreement support moral skepticism?
Writing in a clear and lively style and employing many examples to illustrate
theoretical arguments, Russ Shafer-Landau identifies the many weaknesses in
contemporary moral skepticism and devotes considerable attention to presenting,
and critiquing, the most difficult objections to his view. Also included in the
book are a helpful summary of all the major arguments covered, as well as a
glossary of key philosophical terms. Whatever Happened to Good and Evil? is
ideal for a variety of philosophy courses and compelling reading for anyone
interested in ethics.
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Since September 11, 2001, many people in the United States have been more inclined to use the language of
good and evil, and to be more comfortable with the idea that certain moral standards are objective (true
independently of what anyone happens to think of them). Some people, especially those who are not
religious, are not sure how to substantiate this view. Whatever Happened to Good and Evil? provides a basis
for exploring these doubts and ultimately defends the objectivity of ethics. Engaging and accessible, it is the
first introduction to meta-ethics written especially for students and general readers with no philosophical
background. Focusing on the issues at the foundation of morality, it poses such questions as: How can we
know what is right and wrong? Does ethical objectivity require God? Why should I be moral? Where do
moral standards come from? What is a moral value, and how can it exist in a scientific world? Do cultural
diversity and persistent moral disagreement support moral skepticism?
Writing in a clear and lively style and employing many examples to illustrate theoretical arguments, Russ
Shafer-Landau identifies the many weaknesses in contemporary moral skepticism and devotes considerable
attention to presenting, and critiquing, the most difficult objections to his view. Also included in the book are
a helpful summary of all the major arguments covered, as well as a glossary of key philosophical terms.
Whatever Happened to Good and Evil? is ideal for a variety of philosophy courses and compelling reading
for anyone interested in ethics.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The idea behind this book was ingeniously conceived, and the execution of that idea is handled brilliantly.
This is a superb book. It is philosophically astute, passionately argued, and written in a wonderfully
accessible and eloquent style. I've never seen a better introduction to meta-ethics."--Brad Hooker, University
of Reading

"This is an excellent introductory textbook on moral relativism and objectivity. It is concise, well-written,
well-organized, and well-reasoned. It fills a real gap in the literature."--Paul K. Moser, Loyola University of
Chicago

"The topic is timely, the execution is admirable, and there is no other book quite like it. I would gladly assign
it to my students and recommend it to other teachers."--Walter Sinnott-Armstrong, Dartmouth College

About the Author
Russ Shafer-Landau is at University of Wisconsin.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shellie Toy:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question since just their can
do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from
on guardería until university need this particular Whatever Happened to Good and Evil? to read.

Gayle Oconnell:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Whatever Happened to Good and Evil? book is readable by means of you
who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving
Whatever Happened to Good and Evil? content conveys thinking easily to understand by lots of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you even



now thinking Whatever Happened to Good and Evil? is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Emery Flores:

The book Whatever Happened to Good and Evil? has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this
book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. This articles author
makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
perusing this book.

Carolyn Alcantara:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring along with can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very
important for you. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Whatever Happened to Good and Evil? can make you truly
feel more interested to read.
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