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In a postsecular cultural situation the conditions for understanding and
communicating a Christian tradition have changed. None of the established
religions can any longer claim monopoly in the "marketplace of religions" A
claim of this study is that a postsecular situation characterized, among other
things, by dwindling memberships in established churches as well as a new
visibility of alternative religious expressions, opens up a need to reflect on
alternative ways of understanding Christianity in its context. This study focuses
on the question, how can a Christian tradition be communicated understandably
in a postsecular context? In traditional terms: how can Christian witness be
understood in our situation? It is to this need, according to this study, that the
ecclesiology of Stanley Hauerwas provides a meaningful perspective. This
perspective becomes relevant because in a postsecular context a Christian church,
even a folk church, cannot assume to be in a position of majority or power. There
is, therefore, a need to ask how to understand Christianity as a community of
witness that is neither in power nor a majority. The study suggests that
embodiment of Christian convictions becomes a central factor in a meaningful
postsecular notion of witness.
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In a postsecular cultural situation the conditions for understanding and communicating a Christian tradition
have changed. None of the established religions can any longer claim monopoly in the "marketplace of
religions" A claim of this study is that a postsecular situation characterized, among other things, by
dwindling memberships in established churches as well as a new visibility of alternative religious
expressions, opens up a need to reflect on alternative ways of understanding Christianity in its context. This
study focuses on the question, how can a Christian tradition be communicated understandably in a
postsecular context? In traditional terms: how can Christian witness be understood in our situation? It is to
this need, according to this study, that the ecclesiology of Stanley Hauerwas provides a meaningful
perspective. This perspective becomes relevant because in a postsecular context a Christian church, even a
folk church, cannot assume to be in a position of majority or power. There is, therefore, a need to ask how to
understand Christianity as a community of witness that is neither in power nor a majority. The study suggests
that embodiment of Christian convictions becomes a central factor in a meaningful postsecular notion of
witness.
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Editorial Review

Review
This book is a wonderful indication of not only the great relevance of Hauerwas' theological-ethical vision
for the wider church of Christ in general, but also with regard to particular contexts such as the Nordic lands.
Thoroughly knowledgable of the intricacies of the post-secular European ecclesiastical context and the
theological nuances of the leading American ethicist, Miika Tolonen's patient and insightful investigation is
a call for the church to live up to its message. Indeed, having read this inspiring text convinced me that
whatever else it might be, primarily witness is presence. --Veli-Matti Kärkkäinen, Fuller Theological
Seminary

About the Author
Miika Tolonen (BA, MA, DrTheol) is lecturer at Iso Kirja College in Keuruu, Finland.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Larry Parker:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for all of us. The book Witness Is Presence: Reading Stanley Hauerwas in a
Nordic Setting ended up being making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve Witness Is Presence: Reading Stanley Hauerwas in a
Nordic Setting is not only giving you much more new information but also being your friend when you
really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while using
book Witness Is Presence: Reading Stanley Hauerwas in a Nordic Setting. You never sense lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Daphne Shew:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this Witness Is Presence: Reading Stanley Hauerwas in a Nordic Setting, you can tells your family, friends
along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Marvin Murphy:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and



pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Witness Is Presence: Reading Stanley Hauerwas in a Nordic
Setting why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Alberto Alvarez:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Witness Is Presence: Reading
Stanley Hauerwas in a Nordic Setting which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's view.
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